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Students participate in various clubs
As school starts back in session, students look forward to participating in school clubs like Best Buddies and Photography Club

Josie Hardesty
Features Reporter

As the 2021-22 school year 
begins, students and teachers 
are ecstatic to physically be back 
in school. With the new year 
approaching, there are many 
ways to get involved in school. 
FC not only offers diverse 
sports and class opportunities 
but also a variety of school 
clubs. With the high expec-
tations that come with suc-
ceeding in school, these clubs 
provide a way for students to 
unwind.

According to recent studies 
conducted by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion [CDC], approximately 
one in five teens suffers from 
at least one diagnosable mental 
health disorder.

Spanish teacher Amanda 
Ford, the sponsor of the Teen 
Mental Health / Suicide Preven-
tion Club, stated, “Help is what 
is needed the most right now. 
Anyone who has been affected 
or has had a loved one that has 
been affected by mental health 
needs to bring more awareness 
to it so it does not become a 
normalcy in society. It is a pain-
ful and scary thing but aware-
ness is powerful.”

On Freshman Night Out, 
Ford received the reassurance 
that the need for the club was 
present for both students and 
their parents. The first meet-
ing will be August 30 in room 
A205. Ford encourages students 
to spread the word as her hope 
builds for this all-encompassing 
club. 

“This year, I hope to reduce 

the stigma of mental health is-
sues. I want this club to be stu-
dent-centered and student-led. 
We will never know the strug-
gles that everyone faces, we just 
have to hope that we did help 

somebody,” said Ford.
Not only does FC provide 

important resources for stu-
dents, but it also provides a 
unique club for students’ artistic 
interests. 

Senior Allison Farber teamed 
up with digital photography 
teacher Jim Lang to create a 
club. Inspired by her father, 
she created a photography club 
for students that are looking to 
learn and improve their skills. 
Last year,the club struggled to 
stay afloat due to COVID-19. 
Farber is looking forward to 
what this year will bring.

“I think this club is impor-
tant because I think the arts in 
general are important. A lot of 
the time the focus is directed 
to sports and no credit is given 
to the arts. When people think 

of art, I want them to think of 
photography, so it will be nice 
to have it recognized,” said Far-
ber.

One of the goals at FC is to 
make sure that everyone is in-

cluded. Eliminating those said 
boundaries between people is 
what makes this school unique. 
Best Buddies is a club that con-
nects students both with and 
without disabilities. Typically, 
there are two events a month. 
Best Buddies pairs students 
with physical or mental 
disabilities with a student 
who is eager to engage in 
a friendship. This organ-
ization not only helps in-
clusivity happen but it also 
allows students to connect 
with others while making 
friendships.

“I am looking forward 
to seeing in-person connec-
tions happen this year. Last 
year was hard because some of 
my students needed those rela-
tionships and connections and 

were not able to have that,” said 
Special Education Aide Mallory 
Grantz.

Another way to get connect-
ed within FC is through partic-
ipating in Floyd Central Dance 
Marathon [FCDM]. FCDM is 
an organization that supports 
Riley Hospital for Children by 
raising money through a variety 
of events.

“The main reason it is im-
portant is because of the or-
ganization it supports. Riley 
Hospital for Children is one of 
the leading pediatric hospitals 
in the nation and the only one 
in Indiana.  They turn no child 
away, so the funding is impor-
tant for so many reasons. It is 
also important because it gives 
students a way to give back and 
helps build community through 
a common goal,” said FCDM 
sponsor Kimberly Haley.

Fundrais-
ing will 

take place throughout the year 
and announcements will be 
posted in Google Classroom 
and through posters hung 
around the school. Participa-
tion in FCDM comes in many 
different ways.

Haley said, “It [partici-
pation] depends on the role.  
Participation can simply be 
attending an event and donat-
ing money.  Or you could be 
involved in the planning of an 
event or in helping to educate 
or recruit students and commu-
nity members to be involved.”

Being involved in school is 
an important way to stay active 
and connected.

Farber said, “We, as students 
at FC, get the opportunity to be 
involved in so many different 
activities. We should take the 
advantage of being able to stay 

connected with school, teach-
ers, and other 

students.”

“We, as students at FC, get the op-
portunity to be involved  in so many 
different activities. We should take 
the advantage of being able to stay 
connected with school, teachers, 
and other students.

“
Allison Farber
senior
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