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As the 2021-22 school year 
begins and students enjoy re-
turning to school a grade higher, 
many are experiencing a feeling 
of awe as they realize how fast 
time really 
flies. This re-
alization has 
students of all 
grades valu-
ing their short 
time in high 
school.

“It feels 
very surreal [to 
be a senior]. 
Knowing that 
this is the last 
time I’m going 
to do many 
of these things and see a lot of 
these people,” said senior Peyton 
Peters. 

Some students, especially 
this year’s sophomores, have 
never been a student in the 
building. They are having to 
not only adjust to the higher 
academic standards but also the 
high school schedule and social 
life. 

“[For] some students, this is 
the first time they’ve been in the 
school building due to online 
learning and COVID, so some 
of them have been struggling a 
little bit just feeling their way 
around the school,” said coun-
selor Mark Clark. 

It can take some time for 
these underclassmen to become 
comfortable within the build-
ing. Thankfully, FC provides 
caring staff to help them along 
their way. 

“We are especially making 

sure that the kids have what they 
need, and are providing them 
any assistance they may need,” 
said Clark.

Not only does this time bring 
the stress of the new school year, 
but it also brings stress and con-
cerns due to the possible lack 
of in-depth learning that could 

have occurred last year. 
“I decided to retake Algebra 

II this year because I didn’t do so 
great last year. I went to a differ-
ent school for the first semester 
last year, and then I switched to 
all virtual and eventually all in 
person when that was an op-
tion,” said junior Landon Har-
ward. 

There tends to be a large in-
crease in academic rigor between 
grades. Many students choose to 
take multiple high level courses 
and become overwhelmed and 
disappointed when they do not 
perform as well as they have pre-
viously in a lower level course. 

“As each grade goes on, the 
classes get a little harder. It’s 
about adjusting to the workload 
that [students’] have everyday 
with homework. It’s also about 
making sure that their wellbe-
ing is good because they put so 
much pressure on themselves, 

and sometimes taking as many 
upper level classes that they can 
becomes overwhelming,” said 
Clark. 

With the ever changing situ-
ation, plans are being made and 
cancelled daily. Some are wor-
ried that the new district-wide 
mask mandate may be the be-
ginning of a possible repeat of 
last year. 

“I am glad to be back in the 
building, but I’m worried we 
might go virtual again soon. I 
was an all-virtual student last 
year. I liked it at the time, but 
I wish I would have attended 
school in person,” said sopho-
more Gabe Lamb. 

Students are hopeful that 
the school year will remain as 
“normal” as possible, and will 
remain in person, especially sen-
iors, as they want to spend their 
last year in high school enjoying 
their time and preparing for 
their future. 

“It’s crazy to believe this is 
going to be my last time doing 

all these things because this has 
been my life for the past thirteen 
years. I don’t have a set plan for 
after graduation, but right now 
I plan on studying psychology 
and/or getting a teaching de-
gree. But of course, that might 
change between now and grad-
uation,” said Peters. “I’m just 
excited to experience my senior 
year and everything that brings.”

It seems that time passes 
quickly for many high school 
students. Many agree that in al-
most a blink of an eye, freshman 
year algebra turns into senior 
year precalculus. 

“Time has gone by really fast 
these past few years. It really is 
crazy to me that I’m a junior 
when my last “real” first day of 
school was freshman year,” said 
Harward. 

As students move into high 
school and out of middle school 
they are able to truly enjoy the 
high school experience, includ-
ing all of the activities, events 
and the immense school spirit 

that is included. Making this 
adjustment can be challenging, 
but many students are appropri-
ately adapting. 

“I feel pretty comfortable go-
ing into high school. [Last year] 
I was still able to prepare myself 
to enter a brand new environ-
ment and know how things will 
go in high school. I feel excited 
to experience new things and 
enjoy what high school has to 
offer,” said freshman Gianna 
Ivers.

Although last year brought 
challenges and setbacks for all, 
students are facing this year 
head on with a positive attitude 
and outlook on what is to come. 

“No one really knows what 
this school year will bring, 
but I feel like after what we’ve 
handled, we can deal with an-
ything,” said Peters. “My goal 
is to just enjoy my senior year 
and make sure my high school 
years will be something I can 
look back on with a smile in the 
future.”

““Time has gone by really fast 
these past few years. It re-
ally is crazy to me that I’m a 
junior...

“
Landon Harward
junior
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