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Boys’ soccer takes the win 
against Providence
Boys’ soccer wins against Providence 2 -1 on Wednesday, August 25. 
See coverage of boys’ and girls’ soccer in sports.

Page 8



Friday, August 27, 2021Page 2 TABLE OF CONTENTS

thebagpiper
Readers, 

Welcome to the first digital issue of the Bagpiper for the 2021-22 
school year. In this issue, we covered a large variety of topics, 

such as the marching band coverage, summer jobs that kept students busy, 
girls’ and boys’ soccer, brand new teachers to the building, and school clubs 
offered this year. Our 1 in 1800 this issue is junior Mikkeline Nielsen, a 
foreign exchange student. Our editorial discusses the idea of kindess and 
patience among students and staff upon returning to school. Other stories 
can be found in the table of contents below.

If you have any suggested story topics or questions, feel free to email 
us at bagpiper.fchs@gmail.com. Also, be sure to check out our online 
coverage of events by visiting our website at fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com, 
@fchsbagpiper on Instagram, and @FCHSBagpiper on Twitter. Thank 
you for reading, and we hope you enjoy.

Claire Furmall, Co-Editor in Chief
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Students adjust to higher grade levels
Abby Hoffman
News Editor

As the 2021-22 school year 
begins and students enjoy re-
turning to school a grade higher, 
many are experiencing a feeling 
of awe as they realize how fast 
time really 
flies. This re-
alization has 
students of all 
grades valu-
ing their short 
time in high 
school.

“It feels 
very surreal [to 
be a senior]. 
Knowing that 
this is the last 
time I’m going 
to do many 
of these things and see a lot of 
these people,” said senior Peyton 
Peters. 

Some students, especially 
this year’s sophomores, have 
never been a student in the 
building. They are having to 
not only adjust to the higher 
academic standards but also the 
high school schedule and social 
life. 

“[For] some students, this is 
the first time they’ve been in the 
school building due to online 
learning and COVID, so some 
of them have been struggling a 
little bit just feeling their way 
around the school,” said coun-
selor Mark Clark. 

It can take some time for 
these underclassmen to become 
comfortable within the build-
ing. Thankfully, FC provides 
caring staff to help them along 
their way. 

“We are especially making 

sure that the kids have what they 
need, and are providing them 
any assistance they may need,” 
said Clark.

Not only does this time bring 
the stress of the new school year, 
but it also brings stress and con-
cerns due to the possible lack 
of in-depth learning that could 

have occurred last year. 
“I decided to retake Algebra 

II this year because I didn’t do so 
great last year. I went to a differ-
ent school for the first semester 
last year, and then I switched to 
all virtual and eventually all in 
person when that was an op-
tion,” said junior Landon Har-
ward. 

There tends to be a large in-
crease in academic rigor between 
grades. Many students choose to 
take multiple high level courses 
and become overwhelmed and 
disappointed when they do not 
perform as well as they have pre-
viously in a lower level course. 

“As each grade goes on, the 
classes get a little harder. It’s 
about adjusting to the workload 
that [students’] have everyday 
with homework. It’s also about 
making sure that their wellbe-
ing is good because they put so 
much pressure on themselves, 

and sometimes taking as many 
upper level classes that they can 
becomes overwhelming,” said 
Clark. 

With the ever changing situ-
ation, plans are being made and 
cancelled daily. Some are wor-
ried that the new district-wide 
mask mandate may be the be-
ginning of a possible repeat of 
last year. 

“I am glad to be back in the 
building, but I’m worried we 
might go virtual again soon. I 
was an all-virtual student last 
year. I liked it at the time, but 
I wish I would have attended 
school in person,” said sopho-
more Gabe Lamb. 

Students are hopeful that 
the school year will remain as 
“normal” as possible, and will 
remain in person, especially sen-
iors, as they want to spend their 
last year in high school enjoying 
their time and preparing for 
their future. 

“It’s crazy to believe this is 
going to be my last time doing 

all these things because this has 
been my life for the past thirteen 
years. I don’t have a set plan for 
after graduation, but right now 
I plan on studying psychology 
and/or getting a teaching de-
gree. But of course, that might 
change between now and grad-
uation,” said Peters. “I’m just 
excited to experience my senior 
year and everything that brings.”

It seems that time passes 
quickly for many high school 
students. Many agree that in al-
most a blink of an eye, freshman 
year algebra turns into senior 
year precalculus. 

“Time has gone by really fast 
these past few years. It really is 
crazy to me that I’m a junior 
when my last “real” first day of 
school was freshman year,” said 
Harward. 

As students move into high 
school and out of middle school 
they are able to truly enjoy the 
high school experience, includ-
ing all of the activities, events 
and the immense school spirit 

that is included. Making this 
adjustment can be challenging, 
but many students are appropri-
ately adapting. 

“I feel pretty comfortable go-
ing into high school. [Last year] 
I was still able to prepare myself 
to enter a brand new environ-
ment and know how things will 
go in high school. I feel excited 
to experience new things and 
enjoy what high school has to 
offer,” said freshman Gianna 
Ivers.

Although last year brought 
challenges and setbacks for all, 
students are facing this year 
head on with a positive attitude 
and outlook on what is to come. 

“No one really knows what 
this school year will bring, 
but I feel like after what we’ve 
handled, we can deal with an-
ything,” said Peters. “My goal 
is to just enjoy my senior year 
and make sure my high school 
years will be something I can 
look back on with a smile in the 
future.”

““Time has gone by really fast 
these past few years. It re-
ally is crazy to me that I’m a 
junior...

“
Landon Harward
junior

Alexa Truex
News Reporter
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New teachers joining the FC staff this year
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Abby Hoffman
News Editor

This school year, FC is welcom-
ing many teachers into the build-
ing with open arms. There are 
new teachers walking the English 
hallways, the science hallways, and 
even through the squeaky floors of 
the gym. 

“I’ve heard great things about 
FC, it was recommended to me 
by another teacher in the county. 
I love teaching here, the teach-
ers and staff are so excited about 
what’s happening,” said math 
teacher McKenzie Nash. 

FC is known to have a very 
kind and welcoming staff, which 
is another factor that appeals to 
teachers looking for a faculty. 

“It seems very much like a 
community, and everybody real-
ly wants to work together for the 
same goal. And it’s not like that 
everywhere else. So I was pleasant-
ly surprised by that,” said English 
teacher and yearbook adviser Jen 
London.

The environment at FC is 
one factor that attracted many 
teachers, but it also provided an 
opportunity for newer teachers 
to be more comfortable. Feeling 
welcomed allowed Spanish teach-
er Vivian Angeles to learn and be 
more confident as a teacher.

“Teaching at FC has helped 
me grow as a person. I was scared 
because it is my first year teaching 
and I did not know what to expect. 
I feel comfortable and everyone 
has been very welcoming. I am 
learning a lot from teachers,” said 
Angeles. 

Every teacher has a different 
reason for teaching and teaching 
their subject. Angeles explained 
that she became a Spanish teacher 
because she wanted to help stu-
dents learn a new and valuable 
skill. 

“Becoming a teacher has always 

been a dream of mine. There are a 
lot of benefits of learning a new 
language. It gives you the oppor-
tunity to communicate with other 
people around the world. You can 
travel more and learn about differ-
ent cultures,” said Angeles.

Others have chosen to teach 
because of role models they have 
had in their lives. They have been 
positively influenced by these peo-
ple and want to be able to be that 
for someone else. 

“I had a great pre-cal teacher 
in high school. She was that teach-
er who was everyone’s favorite. 
I wanted to be just like her,” said 

Nash. 
For some teachers, teaching 

allows them to make an impact in 
students’ lives and encourage oth-
ers to enjoy learning.

“My favorite part about teach-
ing is just seeing kids excited to 
make progress, excited about 
books, about reading. I know for a 
lot of kids English is not their fa-
vorite subject,” said London.”I re-
ally like when kids say something 
like, ‘Wow, you know I actually 
really liked that,’especially when 
it’s the kids who maybe don’t love 
English.”

Some of FC’s new teachers are 

well experienced in the teaching 
field, others are fairly new. But 
regardless of the time they have 
under their belt, all teachers have 
advice and lessons learned to offer 
to teachers, both old and new. 

“One [piece of] advice I would 
give is to have passion and a lot of 
patience. We play a big role in stu-
dents’ lives, we’re responsible for 
preparing them for success.” said 
Angeles.

Another important lesson 
teachers have learned is the im-
portance of creating a bond with 
their students. Having a personal 
connection between students and 

teachers fosters an environment 
that encourages learning.

“Probably the best piece of 
advice is really just try to build 
relationships with kids. It is really 
hard to get kids to want to learn or 
engage in your class if they don’t 
have a connection with you. On 
the flip side of that, it is also, you 
know, do not take things person-
ally, when somebody does not like 
your class,” said London.

While building relationships 
with students is an important as-
pect of teaching, learning to ask 
questions is just as important. As 
a new teacher, it is important to 

Meghana Mohankumar
News Reporter

Health and PE teacher Solomon Bennett teaching his fifth-period class about depression and anxiety during his first year at FC.

Georgia WhiteGeorgia White//The BagpiperThe Bagpiper
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know that there are people 
available to offer help and advice.

“You are not alone, ask a ton of 
questions to other teachers, have a 
little bit of fun,” said  Nash.

Teachers are able to collaborate 
with the 
o t h e r 
t e a c h e r s 
and staff 
in their 
b u i l d i n g . 
They are 
able to 
share ideas, 
advice, and 
l e s s o n s 
with each 
other. Many 
t e a c h e r s 
find benefit 
in this 
b e c a u s e 
they experience many different 
challenges. Each teacher deals 
with new issues and situations as 
the year passes. Turning to their 
collegues and associates can be 
very beneficial in these cases. 

“The main piece of advice I 
would give to a new teacher is ask 
for help, don’t feel like you’re alone, 
don’t feel like you’re the only one 
in your position, especially this 
year there’s a lot of new teachers 
here,” said London. “So you’re all 
kind of in it together and we’ve 
all been new at some point so ask 
questions if you don’t understand, 
try to find a colleague that you can 
connect with and go to if you have 
things that come up.” 

Teachers also express the 
importance of relaxing and having 
a little bit of fun in the classroom. 
Focusing on academics and 
working is important, however 
creating a comforting learning 
environment is crucial. 

“I like to make sure that my 
students feel comfortable in 
my classroom. Every year, it is 
more important to me that they 
know that I care more about 
them as a person rather than as a 
mathematician,” said Nash. 

Having new teachers in the 
building can also introduce new 
ideas and perspectives. At FC, the 

new teachers have also brought 
goals that they hope to achieve 
in the classroom. Teachers often 
share ideas and goals with others 
to encourage and keep themselves 
accountable. 

“My goal for this year is to 
create an environment where the 
students feel comfortable while 
they are learning,” said Angeles.

Aside from creating a positive 
environment that encourages 
learning, another goal amongst 
teachers is to make their 
department stronger. For example, 
London hopes to increase the 
yearbook staff by getting more 
students involved.

“[I would like] to make sure 

we have a yearbook completed for 
next year and just trying to kind 
of really rebuild that. I know that 
over the years the staff has gotten 
smaller so I really want to build 
that back up and work closely with 
the journalism department and 
try to pull kids from J1 to see the 
skills that they can take away from 
a class like that, and actually apply 
them in their real lives no matter 
what their job is,” said London.

One of the most important 
aspects of teaching is having a 
passion for it. Teachers play a 
prominent role in students’ lives 
by inspiring them to learn. 

“My best advice for somebody 
pursuing a career in teaching 
would be don’t listen to all the 
noise. If teaching is your passion 
and you enjoy school and you enjoy 
learning, do it. None of us are here 
because we’re here to make a lot of 
money, I mean I think everybody 
knows that. That’s not why any 
of us do this job,” said London. 
“I think we can all think back to 
that one teacher that we had were 
just like, man, you know like that 
person changed something for 
me. Think about that person, you 
can be that person for somebody, 
maybe not for everybody, but for 
somebody you can. I think that’s 
probably the most important part.”

“[FC] seems very much like a 
community, and everybody 
really wants to work together 
for the same goal.

“

Jen London
yearbook adviser

Bagpiper: What is your educational 
background?

Solomon Bennett: “I got my Bachelor degree 
in Exercise Science from University of Southern 
Indiana. I then did a “transition to teaching” 
program to get my teaching license.”

BP: Why did you decide to become a teacher? 
Why did you choose to teach PE and health?

SB: “I decided to become a teacher because I 
like to help people reach their goals. The reason I 
chose to teach PE and Health is because my belief 
is that the physical, mental, and social are all 
interconnected and help students reach whatever 
goal they are going for.”

BP: Do you have any goals for this year?

SB: “My goal is to help as many students as 
possible to reach their goals physically and 
emotionally.”

BP: Why did you choose to teach at FC?

SB: “I choose to teach at Floyd Central because I 
believe it to be the best school in the area. Also, I 
just had a child three months ago and I want her 
to go to FC in the future.”

BP: What is the best piece of advice you’ve been 
given regarding teaching?

SB: “Stay balanced, when at school work on 
things for school, when I’m coaching focus on 
coaching, and when at home focus on family!”
 
BP: If you could describe yourself in one sentence 
what would you say and why?

SB: “I would say that I’m passionate about 
helping people become the best version of 
themselves.”

Q&A with PE/Health 
Teacher Solomon Bennett

New Teachers at FC
Jennifer London- ELA/Yearbook (B119)
Ashley McDonald- ELA (C109)
Sarah Miller- Speech (C107)
Solomon Bennett- Health/PE (F108)
Whittney Shafer- Social Studies (B135)
Timothy Hardin- PCC/Special Education (B113)
Cori Bibelhauser- Business/CTE (B125)
McKenzie Nash- Math (A219)
Tyler Brafford- ELA (B110)
Shannon McIntyre- Science (D105)
Vivian Angeles- Spanish (A202)

Source: Dr. Rob Willman
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Girls’ cross country runs into the season
Zoe Nowling
Sport Reporter

Teammates cheer on junior 
Savanna Liddle as she finishes 
her milage and sets her record 
(Pr) for the day at practice.

Girls’ cross country has some 
big expectations heading into a 
season. The team has high po-
tential and has a goal to make 
every race count. Their focus is 
on what they need to accom-
plish to get to the tournament 
and the end of the season with 
great results.

“This season I expect our 
team to place in Sectionals and 
Regionals. It would also be great 
to place in the big invitational 
races and make it on the podi-
um,” said senior Kylee Lewellen. 

The success this team wants 
to achieve is something that 
they are capable of. They are 
working towards meeting 
those expectations. These 
goals are what is driving 
their motivation this year.

“We dedicate each 
afternoon and Saturday 
mornings to keep our 
mileage up and get our 
quality runs in,” said sen-
ior Meredith Bielefeld.

A quality run at the 
state meet and a top-five 
finish is what this team 
wants to accomplish. 
They are preparing be-
cause they know they are 
going to have to face big 
competition to get there.

“Our biggest rival is Co-
lumbus North. We have been 
runner up to them the past few 
years at semi-state. We also race 
them at state,” said Savanna. 

Even for a team of this 

strength, there are some obsta-
cles, but they are determined to 
not let those obstacles stop them 
this season.This team is willing 
to work through the obstacles to 
get to where they want to be as a 
team and as an individual.

“Our biggest obstacle would 
be placing a state. We compete 
with large teams like Caramel 
and Bloomington North,” said 
Lewellen.

The success of past teams is 
something for this squad to look 
up to in continuing this pro-
gram’s storied history. 

“The history of Floyd Cen-
tral’s cross country team helps 
drive our success each year. 
From 1989 to 1992 the girls 
cross country team won state 
four years in a row. In the last 
decade we haven’t lost confer-
ence, sectionals, or regionals,” 
said Savanna.

One major key to success this 
season is the teams’ depth and 
the variety of runners.Through-
out this team there is many spe-
cific talents and many different 
types of runners. All of them 
help this team compete at the 

high level they are at.
“I think if we find that varie-

ty, the depth will be just right for 
what we are trying to achieve. 
It’s very important especially 
because sometimes things like 
injuries happen,” said senior Ja-
don Cirincione. 

Pre-season mentality and at-
mosphere on the team will say 
a lot about how the team will 
carry themselves this season.
They want to go into the season 
with a clear mind and a positive 
attitude.This mentality will help 
them focus and be clear mind-
ed.This clearer mindset will help 
ease nerves and distractions as 
the season begins and then pro-
gresses.

“The atmosphere of the team 
is to have fun. We are not trying 
to take it too seriously, especially 
not yet. The season hasn’t even 
started, the main thing for us 

is just keeping the 
atmosphere light 
and exciting. Our 
mentality this sea-
son is to have open 
minds,” said Cirin-
cione.

Both the runners 
and the coaches’ ex-
pectations are high. 
They want these 
athletes to have suc-
cess and continue 
the tradition of FC 
Cross Country.

“Our expecta-
tions this year are 

like they have been the last few 
years. We expect to win confer-
ence and be conference cham-
pions for the tenth year in a 
row. We expect to be sectionals 
champion for the tenth year in 
a row. We expect to be regional 

champions and make another 
trip to the state final. We expect 
we will be fighting for a top-five 
spot at state as well,” said girls’ 
cross country co-coach Carl 
Hook. 

The turning point for this 
team is when tournament sea-
son rolls around in October. 
This is when the grit and grind 
come into play.This grind and 
grit will come into play in dif-
ficult situations with good com-
petition.

“The turning point for us is 
tournament time. October is 
our tournament season. That’s 
when things mentally get tough-
er. Our workouts start to trim 
down a little bit but workout 
wise it’s not as hard,” said Hook. 

As the regular racing season 
starts at the end of this month, 
the runners and coaches want to 
show their strength. They plan 
to continue to show off that 
they are the top team in the area 
while focusing on the later parts 
of the season.

“We are the top team in the 
area and we expect that going 
into the early racing season. We 
don’t focus too hard on the ear-
ly races. We try to use the early 
races to prepare for that tourna-
ment time,” said Hook. 

These girls determine their 
own positions but how they 
run on the course.The seniors 
take the top five positions and 
the rest follow.This brings on a 
healthy team competition that 
only improves the team and this 
allows the girls to show each 
other their strengths and show 
that those spots are worth work-
ing for.

“Our seniors take 5 of the 
top 10 positions on the team.  

(Jaydon Cirincione, Mere-
dith Bielefeld, Megan Carey, 
Kylee Lewellen, and Vanessa 
Seymour.)  Ella Neafus(10), 
Claudia Pearce(10), and Hallie 
Mosier(11) are also in the top 
10.  Our top 3 runners stand 
out from the remainder of the 
team:  Jaydon Ciricione(12), 
Savanna Liddle(11), and Kait-
lyn Stewart(10).  Jaydon is a top 
10 runner in the state.  Savanna 
and Kaitlyn can finish top 25.  
Top 25 make all state,”said Co-
coach Jeff Liddle 

This year’s team is large which 
means that this season this pro-
gram will have 20 runners that 
add depth and talent to a pro-
gram that has big goals,These 20 
girls know that they are apart of 
strong program

“We have 20 girls on the 
team this year.  5 seniors, 6 jun-
iors, 7 sophomores, and 2 fresh-
men,” said Jeff 

All of these state and title ex-
pectations stem from the domi-
nance of this program over the 
past 30 years. These girls want to 
show what this program has to 
offer and what kind of competi-
tion they are.

“The FC girls have qualified 
for state 26 times and the pre-
vious eight years in a row. Only 
4 teams have more state ap-
pearances.  (Carmel, Columbus 
North, Bloomington North, 
and Valparaiso.),” said Jeff. 

“Our coaches Carl Hook and 
Jeff Liddle both have pushed us 
in practices and on our runs. 
Their goal is to build us up to 
all of our big meets in prepar-
ing for the tournament season,” 
said Savanna. “My team is also 
supportive of one another and 
we are accountable to each oth-

“The history of Floyd Central’s 
cross country team helps 
drive our success each year... “

Savanna Liddle
junior

Historic tradition of cross country program drives these athletes as they compete and look forward to the season



junior
Hallie 
Mosier

“I am excited 
to see my pro-
gress and how 
far I’ve come 
since last year.

“junior
Allie
Main

“I am excited for 
racing against 
other girls and 
trying to beat 
my personal 
records. “junior

Ella
Neafus

“I’m looking 
forward to cel-
ebrating with 
the team and 
doing team 
bonding. “
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er. Being accountable to your 
teammates makes it easier to 
push your body and be a great 
team.”

The meets will be difficult 
this season as the girls take to 
the cross country courses to 
compete. Some meets will serve 
as stepping stones for tourna-
ment time and others acting as 
lessons to take with them later 
into the bigger runs.

“I think semi-state is a really 
big thing especially because we 
are trying. We have been trying 
for years to win and we’ve come 
so close so many times,” said 
Cirincione. So I think that will 
be a really big stepping stone in 
motivation on the team. If we 
do that, I think the motivation 
on the team will be greater. It’ll 
just be a good way to go into the 
state meet the next weekend,”

The schedule for this team is 
packed with challenges to pre-
pare them for the higher level of 
competition and get them more 
experience with a variety of 
courses and teams, so they can 
continue to race quality compe-
tition and succeed.

“All of our meets this season 
are good. Our coach tried to get 
us places where we had more 
experience and more exposure 
to the schools up at the top be-
cause usually we don’t see them 
till semi-state or the state meet,” 
said Cirincione. “Having them 
earlier in the season allows us to 
see them as a competition ear-
ly on so that we aren’t spooked 

What are you looking forward to most this season?

Junior Savanna Liddle  leads the team in a warm-up mile at practice on August 12.

Kendyl RumpleKendyl Rumple//The BagpiperThe Bagpiper

sophomore
Kaitlyn 
Stewart

“I am looking 
forward to our 
state meet this 
year because 
we have a 
chance to med-
al. I am also 
looking forward 
to growing clos-
er to my team.

“
when we see them or have to 
race against them when it mat-
ters the most.” 

How are meets organized? 
These high school meets have 
a very specific way of being run 
and teams are awarded points 
in a very specific way and only 
the top five girls score,but each 
runner’s placement determines 
how many points they earn for 
the team.The team with the 
lowest score after the meet wins 
because the fewer points the 
better.

“The top 5 girls score at all 
cross country meets.  To win a 
cross country meet your team 
must have the lowest score.  
Each runner’s placement in a 
race determines the number of 
points they earn for the team.  
The lower the number of points 
the better.  The top 5 finishing 
positions are added together and 
the team with the lowest score 
wins the meet,” said Jeff

This season will be packed 
with preparation for the tourna-
ment season and this will build 
up the endurance. The schedule 
will speak for itself on the course 
this season.

“Well, I would say our sched-
ule is going to be pretty busy 
because starting on the 21st we 
have meets almost every Satur-
day until the state meet, which 
is the last week of October,” 
said Bielefeld. “We also have a 
lot of big competition with big 
schools, such as Carmel and 
then other talented competitors 

that usually place top five or 10 
at state. We are trying to be up 
with them at the state and possi-
bly beat some of those schools,” 

The support system this team 
has is also playing a key role in 
how they plan to accomplish 
their goals this season,this sup-
port drives the girls to be better 
each day.

“Our goal is to continue 
training and pushing the girls 

to be the best runners they can 
be.  The girls on this team are 
always willing to push them-
selves.  They truly believe noth-
ing is impossible and nothing is 
unattainable.  Last year the girls 
finished 7th in the state.  This 
year our goal is to finish top 5 at 
the state meet,” said Jeff

“It’s everything if we can be 
top five at the state and get med-
als and be on the podium; that 

would be huge for our program. 
This is something we’ve been 
around the last few years, you 
know, knocking on that door 
for a while so it would mean 
everything,” said Hook.

This season means a lot to 
the team as they prepare to con-
tinue the FC Cross County tra-
dition that spans decades.This 
rich tradition is what these ath-
letes want to keep alive as they 
race this year.. 

While fully focusing on the 
races ahead, the team is still di-
aled into the reality of the state 
meet, which will be a strong end 
to the upcoming season. 

With a strong end to the sea-
son in mind they plan to attract 
the future of this program and 
show how the tradition won’t 
end when this team leaves.
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Boys and girls soccer push past summer
Dakota Bramer
Sports Editor

As the summer approaches 
its end and the school year be-
gins to settle in, school sports 
begin the busyness of their sea-
son. Boys’ and girls’ soccer have 
been preparing all summer long 
for what lies ahead of them.

“Summer conditioning has 
gotten us all in really good shape 
and ready for the season,” said 
senior Logan Clark.

Being in shape versus being 
in soccer shape are two entirely 
different things. Athletes have to 
train your body to move from a 
jog, to a sprint for 80 minutes. 
This is not something that may 
not come naturally to everyone.

“The running we had to 
do definitely helped me get in 
better shape and making sure I 
showed up to practice was very 
important because if I did not 
go, it would have been difficult 
to do it on my own,” said senior 
Corrina Hohl.

Showing up to practice is just 
the first step, but it is the first 
step. Being there is vital to the 
team’s success. The better the 
turn out, the more committed 
the players are to improving.

“The many things we did as a 
team over the summer prepared 
us well. Lots of touches at prac-
tices, conditioning nightly, and 
lifting with Coach Gumble, all 
helped us improve our skills, 
speed, endurance, and strength,” 
said senior Andrew Robinson.

Getting touches on the ball 
and working on the technical 
side of the game is incredibly 
important. The strength and 
conditioning part of the game 
is also important. Tackling both 
these aspects over the course of 
the summer was a vital part of 
the team’s future success this 

season.
“Summer helped me pre-

pare for the season. Working 
out everyday and keeping fit 
was a great idea. I do not think 
I would have been in shape 
enough to play without summer 
practice. I also really liked the 
learning experience. I learned 
a lot more that I didn’t know 
this summer,” said junior Torri 
Troutman.

Since preparing so thorough-
ly throughout the summer, both 
boys and girls soccer now have 
expectations they anticipate to 
meet. Some of them are about 
the postseason, while others re-
late to during the season.

“My expectations for this 
season are to win sectionals, 
have more wins than losses, and 
for everyone to play with our 
main core values that we have as 
a team,” said Hohl.

For the girls they wish to not 
only win matches but embody 
a set of values they have set as 
a team. They have goals on and 
off the field.  In addition to the 
girls, the boys plan to have great 
accomplishments against their 
rivals.

“I think that as a team we are 
going into this season expecting 
a clean sweep against all three 
rivals, New Albany, Providence, 
and Jeff, as well as an expecta-
tion for ourselves to win our sec-
tional,” said Robinson.

Not only do these teams have 
strong beliefs or expectations for 
the season. They have goals as 
well, something they are striving 
to achieve.

“We have set goals as individ-
uals and as a team. Some of the 
bigger goals we have as a group 
are winning conference, win-
ning sectionals, and making the 
regional championship game. 

I think this group has 
a ton of potential and 
this is a great year to 
show that potential,”  
said girls’ soccer coach 
Jordan Vejar. “We will 
just have to continue to 
get better each day and 
push through tough 
moments. We can’t be 
complacent with what 
has been accomplished 
in the past. We have 
to strive to reach new 
heights and I think this 
group will do that.”

Since creating these 
goals and expectations 
both boys and girls soc-
cer coaches have looked 
to their captains to help 
lead and guide their team.

“Unlike previous years, 
I have had the senior class 
as well as some specific team 
leaders be more a part of the 
decision process, on and off the 
field, throughout the season. 
It is great seeing them take the 
initiative, lead, and grow. Some 
good life skills are being devel-
oped through these opportu-
nities,” said boys’ soccer coach 
Scott Menne.

The relationship between 
players and coaches is extremely 
important for the benefit of the 
teams. They need to be comfort-
able with one another in order 
to communicate well.

“My soccer coaches con-
stantly ask us questions about 
how practice is going, what they 
can do better for us, and how 
they can improve the drills for 
what we need to work on,” said 
senior Byron Clark.

The pattern here for the FC’s 
soccer coaches seems to be that 
they both want to help their 
players improve. They keep an 

environment that is open to 
making mistakes and learning 
from them. As well as accepting 
players feedback to better im-
prove training.

“What my coach does to 
make us more successful is he 
is very intentional with mak-
ing sure we know the areas we 
are weak in but also strong in,” 
said senior Maddie Baker. “This 
way we are able to discuss those 
things. He wants our questions 
and does not get frustrated or 
upset when we ask how to do 
something. He encourages us 
to have questions, see our weak-
nesses and make mistakes,” 

The culture that these teams 
have created over the years has 
turned from not just a team but 
into a family. This affects the 
teams on and off the field to 
reach their full potential.

“This soccer program has 
turned into my family. My team 
has such amazing people in it. It 
is a very safe place for people to 

help you out when you need it. 
But also we get pushed to be our 
best and to achieve our dreams,” 
said Troutman.

Having an enjoyable envi-
ronment to train in is just one 
factor of a successful program. 
Success comes not just from the 
tactical side but the mental as-
pect of the game as well.

“I like being a part of the FC 
soccer program because it is like 
a family to me. Everyone is close 
and knows each other well, and 
it makes for an enjoyable en-
vironment. I know I’m always 
going to have fun when I am 
out on the field with my team-
mates,” said Robinson.

So much has gone on for 
both of these teams to get from 
where they were, to where they 
are now. After a lot of hard work 
throughout a very long active 
summer, it is time for both boys 
and girls soccer to go out, have 
fun, compete and do what they 
have been taught to do.

Corrina Hohl, Floyd Central girls’ soccer captain, leads her team during practice on 
Friday August 20. 

Kaylee Wheatley Kaylee Wheatley //The BagpiperThe Bagpiper
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Students participate in various clubs
As school starts back in session, students look forward to participating in school clubs like Best Buddies and Photography Club

Josie Hardesty
Features Reporter

As the 2021-22 school year 
begins, students and teachers 
are ecstatic to physically be back 
in school. With the new year 
approaching, there are many 
ways to get involved in school. 
FC not only offers diverse 
sports and class opportunities 
but also a variety of school 
clubs. With the high expec-
tations that come with suc-
ceeding in school, these clubs 
provide a way for students to 
unwind.

According to recent studies 
conducted by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion [CDC], approximately 
one in five teens suffers from 
at least one diagnosable mental 
health disorder.

Spanish teacher Amanda 
Ford, the sponsor of the Teen 
Mental Health / Suicide Preven-
tion Club, stated, “Help is what 
is needed the most right now. 
Anyone who has been affected 
or has had a loved one that has 
been affected by mental health 
needs to bring more awareness 
to it so it does not become a 
normalcy in society. It is a pain-
ful and scary thing but aware-
ness is powerful.”

On Freshman Night Out, 
Ford received the reassurance 
that the need for the club was 
present for both students and 
their parents. The first meet-
ing will be August 30 in room 
A205. Ford encourages students 
to spread the word as her hope 
builds for this all-encompassing 
club. 

“This year, I hope to reduce 

the stigma of mental health is-
sues. I want this club to be stu-
dent-centered and student-led. 
We will never know the strug-
gles that everyone faces, we just 
have to hope that we did help 

somebody,” said Ford.
Not only does FC provide 

important resources for stu-
dents, but it also provides a 
unique club for students’ artistic 
interests. 

Senior Allison Farber teamed 
up with digital photography 
teacher Jim Lang to create a 
club. Inspired by her father, 
she created a photography club 
for students that are looking to 
learn and improve their skills. 
Last year,the club struggled to 
stay afloat due to COVID-19. 
Farber is looking forward to 
what this year will bring.

“I think this club is impor-
tant because I think the arts in 
general are important. A lot of 
the time the focus is directed 
to sports and no credit is given 
to the arts. When people think 

of art, I want them to think of 
photography, so it will be nice 
to have it recognized,” said Far-
ber.

One of the goals at FC is to 
make sure that everyone is in-

cluded. Eliminating those said 
boundaries between people is 
what makes this school unique. 
Best Buddies is a club that con-
nects students both with and 
without disabilities. Typically, 
there are two events a month. 
Best Buddies pairs students 
with physical or mental 
disabilities with a student 
who is eager to engage in 
a friendship. This organ-
ization not only helps in-
clusivity happen but it also 
allows students to connect 
with others while making 
friendships.

“I am looking forward 
to seeing in-person connec-
tions happen this year. Last 
year was hard because some of 
my students needed those rela-
tionships and connections and 

were not able to have that,” said 
Special Education Aide Mallory 
Grantz.

Another way to get connect-
ed within FC is through partic-
ipating in Floyd Central Dance 
Marathon [FCDM]. FCDM is 
an organization that supports 
Riley Hospital for Children by 
raising money through a variety 
of events.

“The main reason it is im-
portant is because of the or-
ganization it supports. Riley 
Hospital for Children is one of 
the leading pediatric hospitals 
in the nation and the only one 
in Indiana.  They turn no child 
away, so the funding is impor-
tant for so many reasons. It is 
also important because it gives 
students a way to give back and 
helps build community through 
a common goal,” said FCDM 
sponsor Kimberly Haley.

Fundrais-
ing will 

take place throughout the year 
and announcements will be 
posted in Google Classroom 
and through posters hung 
around the school. Participa-
tion in FCDM comes in many 
different ways.

Haley said, “It [partici-
pation] depends on the role.  
Participation can simply be 
attending an event and donat-
ing money.  Or you could be 
involved in the planning of an 
event or in helping to educate 
or recruit students and commu-
nity members to be involved.”

Being involved in school is 
an important way to stay active 
and connected.

Farber said, “We, as students 
at FC, get the opportunity to be 
involved in so many different 
activities. We should take the 
advantage of being able to stay 

connected with school, teach-
ers, and other 

students.”

“We, as students at FC, get the op-
portunity to be involved  in so many 
different activities. We should take 
the advantage of being able to stay 
connected with school, teachers, 
and other students.

“
Allison Farber
senior

Scarlett HattonScarlett Hatton//The BagpiperThe Bagpiper
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Students balance part-time jobs, schoolStudents balance part-time jobs, school
Kaleigh Schuler
Features Reporter

As the summer comes to an 
end, some students continue 
to work while others decide to 
focus on their academics and 
other activities. Many factors 
are taken into consideration 
when this choice is made. 

Senior Natalie Lukinovich 
works at Berry Twist in Floyds 
Knobs. She worked about 15 
to 20 hours on a normal week 
in the summer, but there were 
a few weeks when she was on 
vacation where she did not work 
at all.

Lukinovich said she works 
about the same hours now 
that school has started, but 
it is  difficult with balancing 
homework. She has to keep an 

organized schedule now that the 
school year has begun.

“I get my homework 
and other stuff done before 
work because I get home late 
and usually go to bed,” said 
Lukinovich.

Berry Twist can be an 
engrossing place in the summer. 
Lukinovich said when it is like 
that it is beneficial to keep a 
bright outlook.

“When it gets busy and 
stressful, I try to keep a positive 
attitude,” said Lukinovich.

Lukinovich also believes 
that connecting with people 
is helpful while working. 
She offers advice to students 
thinking about finding a job.

“Ask other workers questions 
and try to make friends 
with your coworkers,” said 
Lukinovich.

Berry Twist sells ice cream 
for people, but they also 

sell ice cream for 
dogs. They are called 
pup cups. It is a 
baby cup with a little 

vanilla ice cream 
and whipped 
cream. One of 
Lukinovich’s 
b e s t 
memories this 
summer at 
Berry Twist 
was spotting 
all the dogs 
p e o p l e 
b r o u g h t 
when they 
came to get 
ice cream. 

“ P e o p l e 
would bring 
their dogs 

when they 
came to get ice 

cream. The dogs were excited 
and would poke their heads 
through the car window to get 
their pup cups. It was adorable 
and made working even more 
fun,” said Lukinovich. 

 Berry Twist is a popular 
place for students to work in the 
summer. They hire as young as 
15 years old.

“On a normal week in the 
summer, I worked about two to 
four days, 16 hours total,” said 
sophomore Makenna Brewer.

 She is only working about 
13 to 14 hours a week now that 
school has started. 

If not given time in the day 
to work on homework, some 
teens can feel overwhelmed and 
stressed out. 

“It can be stressful if I have 
work and a lot of homework the 
same night, but I can usually get 
it done. I would ask if I could 
have a shift off to work on school 
work, or if I have a closing shift 
I would get it done either before 
or after,” said Brewer.

Although Berry Twist might 
seem like they always have it 
all under control, sometimes 
there are some slight problems 
the workers face, such as bees 
and wasps. Brewer said they are 
usually pretty friendly, but there 
is an interesting story about how 
they get them to go away. 

“Berry Twist usually gets bees 
and wasps on the patio in the 
summer. When this happens, 
someone sprays vinegar spray 
in a special protective suit with 
high hopes that they will go 
away. If the bees get inside, they 
try to get them back outside 
without killing them. We also 
have a special cup called [the] 
‘save the bees cup.’ We use 
this cup to help get them back 

outside,” said Brewer. 
Sophomore Emma Kochert 

has also been extremely busy 
this summer. She babysat for 
three different families over the 
summer with each family having 
two kids. At the same time she 
was babysitting, she helped the 
families with house work too. 

“Now that school has started, 
I am looking for another job 
that fits my schedule, but for 
now, I am not working,” said 
Kochert.

Despite the fact that she is 
not currently babysitting, she 
will forever remember some of 
the fun things she took the kids 
to experience. 

“My favorite memory from 
babysitting this summer was 
taking the kids to the pool. After 
that, we had a dance party. It 
made me so happy because the 
kids were having so much fun,” 
said Kochert.

While babysitting, Kochert 
had a few challenges she faced 
and overcame.

“One challenge I faced while 
working was trying to balance 
housework and still having time 
to play with the kids. I overcame 
this challenge by letting them 
play with technology or watch 
a movie while I did some 
housework. Another challenge 
was getting them to play outside 
because it was so hot. With this, 
we drank plenty of water and 
ate popsicles so we wouldn’t get 
overheated,” said Kochert. 

She balanced her schedule in 
the summer by pushing herself 
and having a positive mental 
attitude. According to Kochert, 
positivity is key to balancing a 
schedule. 

“I think waking up earlier 
helped me balance my job and 

sports a lot,” said Kochert.
Kochert has discovered 

some important lessons about 
working this summer. She has 
learned what is professional 
while at work, what should 
be done at work, and what 
shouldn’t be done at work. 

“Advice that I have about 
working is to always work your 
hardest, even when no one is 
watching. Hard work will pay 
off and benefit you in the future. 
You should make sure your work 
area is cleaned up when leaving 
and respect others at your job. 
Something that shouldn’t be 
done while working is using 
your phone, unless it is an 
emergency.”

Junior Blake Foster works at 
River Run in New Albany. He 
said he worked about 24 hours 
a week in the summer. Now 
that school has started, he works 
about eight hours during the 
week and almost every weekend.   

“I chose to work at River 
Run because I like swimming 
and it is fun,” said Foster.

Like Lukinovich, Brewer, 
and Kochert, Foster also has 
some memorable memories of 
working at River Run. They 
happen when the waterpark is 
empty.

“Some of the best memories 
are at the end of the day when 
we are closed. The workers can 
swim or go down the slides. We 
can just mess around and have a 
good time,” said Foster.  

Foster’s advice when it comes 
to working and school is to stay 
caught up with your grades and 
homework. 

“Just don’t let your grades 
start slipping because of your 
job,” said Foster. 

In the summer, it is a 

Ally Cunningham
Features Reporter

Scarlett HattonScarlett Hatton//The BagpiperThe Bagpiper
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common trend for teens to 
work at waterparks and public 
pools. Senior Saachi Bhatia 
teaches swimming lessons to 
kids at Highland Hills Middle 
School for Riverside Aquatic 
Club [RAC]. 

Bhatia has dove for the 
swimming and diving team for 
two years now. She said she 
started teaching lessons because 
the swimming and diving coach 
and head coach of RAC Joe 
Perkins asked her if she wanted 
to help out. The month of 
August is an inactive period in 
the swim world, but when they 
start in September, she plans to 
help. 

“The atmosphere is always 
positive and high energy at the 
pool. It is a unique job, unlike a 
job in the food service industry,” 
said Bhatia. 

Since Bhatia usually works 
with younger children, she hears 
all the crazy thoughts that go 
through their minds while in 
their 45 minute class. 

She said, “One kid told me 
he was going to be the youngest 
in the Olympics after the class 
learned how to blow bubbles.”

Many students balance work 
with school and other activities 
by planning, making to-do lists, 
and trying to get everything 
done early. Senior Walker Jacobi 
worked at Jacobi’s gas station 
this summer. His grandparents 
own the company and he 
thought it would be fun to work 
there while also experiencing 

time with his family. 
He does not work now that 

school and the football season 
has started, but in the summer 
he worked about six hours a day, 
four days a week. 

“I tried to work the same 
days I had football, so I could 
do fun things on the days I was 
free,” said Jacobi. 

One of Jacobi’s memories 
from working at Jacobi’s was 
when the gas station completely 
ran out of gas. 

“The power went out and the 
other workers and I had to stand 
outside all day telling customers 
that the pumps didn’t work,” 
said Jacobi. 

It is crucial when having a 
job to dedicate time to spend 
quality time with friends and 
family, too. Money is part of the 
reason why teens work, but they 
also like to make connections 
with people in the community. 

“My favorite part about 
working is knowing that you 
are becoming an adult. Also 
realizing you are making an 
income and money for yourself 
from your hard work,” said 
Kochert.

She said she chose to babysit 
because she has always grown up 
with kids around her. 

“I love to play and hang out 
with kids. I also enjoy being able 
to make little kids laugh and 
smile,” said Kochert.

Jacobi’s favorite part about 
working is getting to know the 
customers. Many of the gas 

station’s customers have 
continued to walk back 
through its doors for 
numerous years. 

Foster believes 
that staying diligent 
and maintaining 
communication with 
friends and family will 
give great satisfaction 
with summer. 

“Hard work and 
keeping relationships 
close are some of the 
benefits that help 
you have an excellent 
summer,” said Foster. 

Bhatia, Brewer, and 
Lukinovich also agree 
with the idea that money 
can play an important 
part in the reason why 
teens work, but it is also 
essential to get to know 
people.  

Brewer said her 
favorite part about 
working is the money and 
meeting new people at 
the Berry Twist window.

 “I chose to work at 
Berry Twist because when 
I was younger I used to 
go there a lot and I’ve 
heard that it’s a nice place 
to work,” said Brewer. 

Many students 
choose to work because of the 
people they get to meet while on 
the job. This is one of the main 
reasons Lukinovich wanted to 
work at Berry Twist.

Lukinovich said, “I chose to 

work at Berry Twist because I 
knew people who worked there 
and they liked working there. 
My favorite part about working 
at Berry Twist is the people. It 
is super fun to work with them.  
It makes the shifts go by faster.” 

Summer is a time to work, 
participate in activities, meet 
new people, make new friends, 
and so much more. 

Bhatia said, “My favorite 
part about working is making 
meaningful relationships.”

What is your favorite part so far about working a part-time job as a student?

Ayla RossAyla Ross//The BagpiperThe Bagpiper

junior
Allie Main, Jay C

“My favorite part 
about working is 
being around my 
co-workers and 
getting to have 
fun on the job 
with them. “

sophomore
Kendyl Hardesty, 
Berry Twist

“My favorite part 
about working at 
Berry Twist is that 
I’ve met so many 
new people, and 
they’re fun to 
work with. “

senior
Jaydon 
Cirincione, Jay C

“My favorite part 
about working is 
enjoying hanging 
out with my 
coworkers. “

senior
Matt Bernardi, 
812 Pizza Co.

“My favorite part 
about working 
at 812 Pizza was 
that I was able 
to make food for 
myself for free. “

SOPHOMORE MAKENNA BREWER takes an order at Berry Twist on Saturday, August 
14.



Kindness required more than ever
Kindness is a beautiful 

thing. In fact, Aesop phrases 
it best, “no act of kindness, 
no matter how small, is ever 
wasted.” 

As  swarms of students and 
staff return from the much-
needed break of summer, 
we have to remind ourselves 
that many are uncertain of 
the environment that school 
conducts. 

For many students, this is 
their first time being in the 
building on a regular basis 
due to being either virtual 
or hybrid last school year. A 
congested public setting can 
bring emotions of anxiety 
and doubt.

Not only is it a challenge 
for students to return, but 
also the teachers and staff 
members. 

This year, we have 

welcomed aboard 11 new 
teachers, many of whom 
also shared feelings of doubt 
and insecurity within the 
first days of school, and 
they mentioned that more 
adapted teachers’ attitude 
had a tremendous impact on 
their emotions. 

In the school environment, 
in the midst of the challenges 
that present themselves, there 
appears to be kindness and 
helpfulness from staff and 
students alike. 

According to Dr. Wayne 
Dyer, “Research has shown 
that a simple act of kindness 
directed toward others 
improves the functioning 
of the immune system and 
stimulates the production 
of serotonin in both the 
recipient of the kindness and 
the person extending the 

kindness. Kindness extended, 
received, or observed 
beneficially impacts the 
physical health and feelings 
of everyone involved!” 

Sometimes we often 
overlook that boy who dresses 
differently, or we talk about 
that girl who’s experiencing 
harassment at home. We 
often do not know anything 
about the situation before we 
open our mouths and spread 
lies we believe to be true from 
an unworthy source.

 In the events of the past 
year-and-a-half and the 
continually ever-changing 
environment that we 
continue to experience due 
to COVID, kindness and 
support from peers can have 
a positive impact on students’ 
experiences during the school 
year, especially those who 

may hold newfound worries 
due to being back in school.

Peer support and kindness 
have the potential to 
alleviate stress and anxiety 
that students may have 
because many teens are more 
apt to be impacted by an 
individual that stands among 
them, whether it be in class 
or during outside school 
activities.

With stress at an all-
time high for students and 
teachers in the building, 
kindness can play a huge role 
in not only the mental state 
of an individual, but in the 
overall environment.

Students and staff who 
spread kindness allow for 
the overall environment to 
be one which is filled with 
amity, which benefits those 
in FC both inside and out. 

Staff Editorial
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Kindness for the mind and for the heart
Today’s 
Generation
Hallie Funk

A delayed flight. An extra 
cup of coffee. Remembering 
the name of the coffee shop 
worker. These may just seem 
like normal, everyday occur-
rences. They are. However, 
these small ac-
tions could lead 
to great changes 
elsewhere. This 
is known as the 
butterfly ef-
fect. 

The name 
stems from the 
idea that the 
simple flapping 
of a butterfly’s 
wings could 
cause a typhoon 
or hurricane 
halfway around 
the world. The 
flapping repre-
sents the small 
changes or ac-
tions that typically receive little 
thought, whether it be wearing 
a different color of shoes or 
holding the door open. Some 
people believe these actions 
could influence the course of 
their life and possibly even 
the lives of others. Although 
complimenting someone’s 
outfit will not guarantee an 
“A” on the exam tomorrow, it 
could act as a catalyst for big-
ger events in the future. The 
butterfly effect doesn’t always 
mean that something big will 
come out of a small action. It 
just acknowledges the fact that 
there is always a possibility. 
Maybe it will just make their 

day a little brighter or form a 
new relationship. 

Friendship is one of the 
main positive aspects of high 
school and is often linked to 
happiness and a healthier well 
being, even though it may be 
the most stressful part of high 
school for some students. Pos-
itive relationships can promote 
healthier lifestyles and also 
longer life spans due to the 

health benefits it provides.
A study by Stanford Med-

icine stated that friendly in-
teractions between peers can 
“lower stress, increase happi-
ness, and even improve sleep-
-all of which appear to help 
people stay healthy and recov-
er from disease and trauma by 
affecting key biological param-
eters.” It is a part of human 
nature to desire social connec-
tions with other people, which 
justifies why teenagers feel 
such pressure to have friend 
groups and peers to rely on. 

But building relationships 
is not always easy. Some stu-
dents experience social anxie-

ty in large crowds or they just 
prefer to be independent and 
do not need close relationships 
to succeed in high school. In-
dependence allows students to 
become more confident when 
they are alone and make their 
own decisions. 

However, most students 
feel more comfortable when 
surrounded by a group of peo-
ple, whether that be genuine 

friendships or 
for the sake of 
appearing in-
cluded. The hall-
ways of high 
school are not 
the place to 
be stranded 
alone, so stu-
dents tend to 
seek friend-
ship and 
like-minded 
peers. 

The re-
searchers at 
Stanford also 
observed can-
cer patients 
with and 

without close relationships 
to study how friendships 
affected their health. The 
results showed that the pa-
tients were more content 
and tended to live longer 
when they had solid rela-
tionships. 

The Stanford researchers 
concluded that social con-
nection “is a very powerful 
ally. It helps us manage our 
stress responses, helps our 
bodies do better, and helps 
us to help one another get 
through life-threatening sit-
uations. It makes complete 
sense.” When someone has 
a friend to lean on or is a 

friend to someone else, it ben-
efits them mentally and phys-
ically. Even science agrees that 
friendship has the ability to 
transform lives for the better. 

As that quote from Cin-
derella (2015) goes, “Have 
courage and be kind.” But not 
only that--have the courage to 
be kind. Nearly everyone is 
going through different prob-
lems and experiences that no 
one else knows about, so it is 
important to be thoughtful of 
others. Maybe talk to that girl 
sitting by herself at lunch or 

reach out to those who need a 
friend. 

It can be hard to go out 
of the way for a stranger. No 
one said it was easy. But the 
gratification that comes from 
helping others can diminish all 
of those worries and provide a 
sense of purpose, humility, and 
just being human. Imagine 
if everyone chose to be kind, 
generous, and compassionate. 
Imagine if that kindness kept 
getting passed on to other peo-
ple. Those small deeds could 
change the world. “Social connection is a very pow-

erful ally. It helps us manage our 
stress responses, helps our bodies 
do better, and helps us to get one 
another through life-threatening 
situations.

“
Stanford Medicine
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Marching band reveals ‘Canary’ tonight
Scarlett Hatton
A&E Editor

Senior head field commander 
Rachel Bowling stands on 
the center podium facing her 
fellow musicians. With the 
lift of her hands to signal her 
attentive peers, including junior 
mellophone soloist Clayton 
Voyles, the show officially begins 
and “Canary” comes to life for 
the audience. This is the start of 
a new season and a long-awaited 
return to normalcy. 

“My favorite part is when we 
are out on the field, ready to play 
and when the show starts, I hear 
a slight decrease in the noise of 
the crowd as if their anticipation 
is growing,” said Voyles.

Voyles has the important 
task of beginning the show with 
a solo. Being a marching band 
soloist comes with a lot of nerves 
and leadership, but he finds 
comfort in his peers and proves 
that he is up for the challenge.

“It is a great experience to 
have, but it comes with a lot 
of responsibility and pressure, 
which I am glad to have my 
friends support me with,” said 
Voyles.

Last  week, the marching 
band and Emerald Guard had 
their first performance of the 
year at their Parent Show. This 
event was designed to give 
families an opportunity to get 
a first look at the show and to 
prepare the performers for the 
upcoming season. 

Junior Olivia Sutherlin 
joined guard this year after 
marching previously. She said, 
“It was very nerve-racking. 
Though I have marched before, 

guard is a whole different 
situation. Yet, in the end I had 
so much fun.  And it went very 
well.”

Tonight, the band performs 
at their first football game 
halftime show of the season. 
Students  and staff are excited to 
present the new talent, beautiful 
music, and amazing display of 
their show, “Canary,” which 
they have worked so hard to 
perform this summer.

“Our band camps that 
happen throughout the early 
summer and right before 
school starts are where we get 
a ton of the work done,” said 
assistant band director Briston 
Hatchell. “This year we had an 
outstanding band camp with 
beautiful weather and no rain. 
Once school starts, we start 
working on the show after 
school and continue to learn 
and refine the product.”

With many long hours 
of band camp completed, 
musicians  and performers have 
been challenged to constantly 
and consistently improve their 
abilities. These practices give 
students the opportunity to 
learn and grow collectively 
while building relationships in 
their team. 

Voyles said, “The most 
challenging part of the season is 
when we have the music and the 
marching down and we have to 
put them together and fine tune 
the small things that make all 
the difference.”

Bowling  serves as head drum 
major this year, meaning she 
holds an immense responsibility 
in keeping the band together. 
Like many members, this is her 
fourth year in the marching 
band. In this time, musicians 

have found their passion and 
developed skills that they can 
use in the future. 

“I have to make sure that 
everybody in the band is happy. 
So whether that is making the 
directors happy or the students 
happy, I am kind of like the 

liaison between the students and 
the directors,” said Bowling.

Many musicians serve as 
leaders in the band with their 
extra skill and experience. They 
are able to help their sections 
by  teaching and demonstrating 
both marching and music. 

Not only does this help young 
members learn, but it also 
teaches experienced members 
leadership skills.

“I think what I value the 
most in the student musicians 
in marching band is the sense 
of community that is built 

Micah Yankey
A&E Reporter

SENIOR RACHEL BOWLING smiles in front of her peers after successfully leading the band performance for band 
parent night. 
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between the  students, staff and 
others involved. No one can do 
marching band alone, and we 
tell the students that they always 
need to be helping each other 
out,” said Hatchell.

The guard members are a 
vital part of the marching 
band and they help make 
the show come to life. 
They are responsible 
for the flag tosses, rifle 
tricks, and choreography 
seen in each marching 
band performance. The 
combination of wind 
players, percussionists, 
and guard members are 
essential to any marching 
band.

“Guard is very 
different from marching. 
Yet a good different. Everyone is 
so supportive and it is so fun to 
be able to dance across the field 
and spin flags. I wish I joined 
sooner,” said Sutherlin.

Because of last year’s 
COVID-19 restrictions, 
students were unable to have 
a competition season at its 
full potential. This was a huge 
disappointment to musicians, 
staff, and parents who 
contributed so much to last 
year’s show.

“Last year, we did not have 
any competitions so it was pretty 
lax as opposed to this year. I 
think they are really kicking it 
into high gear to make up for 
the fact that we did not have 
competitions. They are putting 
in 110 percent when it comes to 
effort, discipline, and rehearsal 
etiquette,” said Bowling.

“Canary” features much of 
the same music as last year’s 
“Aviary” with an elevated 
approach and new theme that 
reflects last year’s experience. 

Hatchell said that “Canary” 
is about being locked up and the 
feeling of freedom after being 

set free.
This marching season 

has been a return to normal 
with competitions scheduled 
for the months ahead. With 
these performances quickly 
approaching, musicians and 

directors are given further 
incentive to work together 
and create excellence for 
adjudication. 

Senior alto saxophonist 
Corbin Kiesler said that this 
marching year has been much 
better than last year’s season, 
mainly due to the addition of 
competitions and that masks are 
no longer required outdoors.

While musicians recognize 
circumstances might change 
due to the spread of the 
COVID-19 variant, they look 
forward to playing their entire 
show at upcoming halftime 
shows and big competitions that 
are currently scheduled. Among 
these performances is the Bands 
of America competition in Lucas 
Oil Stadium. Shows like these 
make all of the long practices 
and extensive preparation worth 
it in the end.

“Being a drum major at 
Lucas Oil [Stadium] is a super 
great experience and I have been 
looking forward to it. It is super 
great because you are in the 
same stadium as professional 
drum corps and the Super Bowl 

was performed,” said Bowling.
While so much is different 

this year compared to last year, 
the close bonds and lifelong 
friendships formed in marching 
band have stayed the same. For 
many, meeting new people and 

working together is 
the most important 
part of the activity.

Kiesler said, “My 
favorite part about 
playing at football 
games is after we do 
our show because, if 
we leave, we go out 
to eat with friends, 
and if we stay, we just 
talk for a while.”

Band instills a 
sense of comradery 
from experienced 

members that have been in their 
program for many years to even 
the newest members. 

“I think that marching 
band is a great way for people 
to make friends and get super 
comfortable with their musical 
abilities. It is a great sense of 
community within the band,” 
said Bowling.

The marching band 
continues to thrive off of its 
connection and support from 
the community. With their 
halftime show tonight during 
the football game against 
Manual, they hope to show their 
appreciation to the community .

“Marching band is an 
integral part of the high school 
community. We know there are 
students who get up everyday 
and come to school simply 
for that ability to march in 
front of thousands on Friday 
nights. We love the support and 
encouragement that we get from 
the school community daily,” 
said Hatchell.

Band has always been 
centered around friendship and 
connection within and outside 

of the group. They strive to 
create shows that will entertain 
and inspire people. Their shows 
often include themes that 
many people can relate to. The 
focus of any performance is the 
audience.

“People should support the 
band because that’s what it’s 
based on. What we do is for the 
people,” said Kiesler.

With so many shows to 
be performed and more to 
be learned, the marching 
band looks forward to an 
undoubtedly successful year to 
come. They value each moment 
spent together doing what they 
love.

“I think everyone would 
say what we’re looking forward 
to the most is being in front 
of the crowd, under the lights, 
and pushing ourselves to 
be better than we were 
the day before, the 
week before, and 
the year before. We 
just want to 
show off 
again 
a n d 
w e 

can’t wait for our first show,” 
said Hatchell.

The marching band is 
optimistic about the rest of their 
season. After being shut in for 
so many months and a time of 
waiting, they are ready to show 
what marching band is really 
about.

Bowling said, “As opposed 
to a sport where you have 
individual players like a star 
quarterback, it is more of a team 
activity. More people should 
support marching band because 
it is not all about the music, it 
is about the memories that you 
make there.” 

Bowling signals a closing. 
As the band plays their final 
note, everyone sighs with relief 
and celebrates in their triumph. 
After a year of quarantine, the 

field brings back a 
sense of familiarity 
and redemption.

“More people should support 
marching band because it 
is not all about the music, it 
is about the memories that 
you make there.

“

Rachel Bowling
senior

Details:
Event: FC vs Manual football game
Date: Tonight, Aug. 27
Time: During half-time
Location: FC football field 
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What country are you from and What country are you from and 
why did you decide to participate why did you decide to participate 
in the student exchange program? in the student exchange program? 

“So, I’m from Denmark, which is in “So, I’m from Denmark, which is in 
Scandinavia. And I decided to go to Scandinavia. And I decided to go to 
the United States because I really like the United States because I really like 
English, it’s my major at home. I’ve English, it’s my major at home. I’ve 
always seen America on tv, and it just always seen America on tv, and it just 
seemed so fun to go to high school.” seemed so fun to go to high school.” 

What is one thing you miss most about What is one thing you miss most about 
Denmark? Denmark? 

“Probably my cat and my family.”“Probably my cat and my family.”

What’s your favorite part about being What’s your favorite part about being 
here? here? 

“Everything. The atmosphere is great. “Everything. The atmosphere is great. 
People are so great. Everything is just People are so great. Everything is just 
huge and there’s just so many fun huge and there’s just so many fun 
things to do around.”things to do around.”

What is it like to be you?What is it like to be you?

“I feel like I’m in High School Musical. “I feel like I’m in High School Musical. 
It’s just new bright and everything’s It’s just new bright and everything’s 
shiny.”shiny.”

11  in 1800: junior Mikkeline Nielsenin 1800: junior Mikkeline Nielsen
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