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This school year, FC is welcom-
ing many teachers into the build-
ing with open arms. There are 
new teachers walking the English 
hallways, the science hallways, and 
even through the squeaky floors of 
the gym. 

“I’ve heard great things about 
FC, it was recommended to me 
by another teacher in the county. 
I love teaching here, the teach-
ers and staff are so excited about 
what’s happening,” said math 
teacher McKenzie Nash. 

FC is known to have a very 
kind and welcoming staff, which 
is another factor that appeals to 
teachers looking for a faculty. 

“It seems very much like a 
community, and everybody real-
ly wants to work together for the 
same goal. And it’s not like that 
everywhere else. So I was pleasant-
ly surprised by that,” said English 
teacher and yearbook adviser Jen 
London.

The environment at FC is 
one factor that attracted many 
teachers, but it also provided an 
opportunity for newer teachers 
to be more comfortable. Feeling 
welcomed allowed Spanish teach-
er Vivian Angeles to learn and be 
more confident as a teacher.

“Teaching at FC has helped 
me grow as a person. I was scared 
because it is my first year teaching 
and I did not know what to expect. 
I feel comfortable and everyone 
has been very welcoming. I am 
learning a lot from teachers,” said 
Angeles. 

Every teacher has a different 
reason for teaching and teaching 
their subject. Angeles explained 
that she became a Spanish teacher 
because she wanted to help stu-
dents learn a new and valuable 
skill. 

“Becoming a teacher has always 

been a dream of mine. There are a 
lot of benefits of learning a new 
language. It gives you the oppor-
tunity to communicate with other 
people around the world. You can 
travel more and learn about differ-
ent cultures,” said Angeles.

Others have chosen to teach 
because of role models they have 
had in their lives. They have been 
positively influenced by these peo-
ple and want to be able to be that 
for someone else. 

“I had a great pre-cal teacher 
in high school. She was that teach-
er who was everyone’s favorite. 
I wanted to be just like her,” said 

Nash. 
For some teachers, teaching 

allows them to make an impact in 
students’ lives and encourage oth-
ers to enjoy learning.

“My favorite part about teach-
ing is just seeing kids excited to 
make progress, excited about 
books, about reading. I know for a 
lot of kids English is not their fa-
vorite subject,” said London.”I re-
ally like when kids say something 
like, ‘Wow, you know I actually 
really liked that,’especially when 
it’s the kids who maybe don’t love 
English.”

Some of FC’s new teachers are 

well experienced in the teaching 
field, others are fairly new. But 
regardless of the time they have 
under their belt, all teachers have 
advice and lessons learned to offer 
to teachers, both old and new. 

“One [piece of] advice I would 
give is to have passion and a lot of 
patience. We play a big role in stu-
dents’ lives, we’re responsible for 
preparing them for success.” said 
Angeles.

Another important lesson 
teachers have learned is the im-
portance of creating a bond with 
their students. Having a personal 
connection between students and 

teachers fosters an environment 
that encourages learning.

“Probably the best piece of 
advice is really just try to build 
relationships with kids. It is really 
hard to get kids to want to learn or 
engage in your class if they don’t 
have a connection with you. On 
the flip side of that, it is also, you 
know, do not take things person-
ally, when somebody does not like 
your class,” said London.

While building relationships 
with students is an important as-
pect of teaching, learning to ask 
questions is just as important. As 
a new teacher, it is important to 
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know that there are people 
available to offer help and advice.

“You are not alone, ask a ton of 
questions to other teachers, have a 
little bit of fun,” said  Nash.

Teachers are able to collaborate 
with the 
o t h e r 
t e a c h e r s 
and staff 
in their 
b u i l d i n g . 
They are 
able to 
share ideas, 
advice, and 
l e s s o n s 
with each 
other. Many 
t e a c h e r s 
find benefit 
in this 
b e c a u s e 
they experience many different 
challenges. Each teacher deals 
with new issues and situations as 
the year passes. Turning to their 
collegues and associates can be 
very beneficial in these cases. 

“The main piece of advice I 
would give to a new teacher is ask 
for help, don’t feel like you’re alone, 
don’t feel like you’re the only one 
in your position, especially this 
year there’s a lot of new teachers 
here,” said London. “So you’re all 
kind of in it together and we’ve 
all been new at some point so ask 
questions if you don’t understand, 
try to find a colleague that you can 
connect with and go to if you have 
things that come up.” 

Teachers also express the 
importance of relaxing and having 
a little bit of fun in the classroom. 
Focusing on academics and 
working is important, however 
creating a comforting learning 
environment is crucial. 

“I like to make sure that my 
students feel comfortable in 
my classroom. Every year, it is 
more important to me that they 
know that I care more about 
them as a person rather than as a 
mathematician,” said Nash. 

Having new teachers in the 
building can also introduce new 
ideas and perspectives. At FC, the 

new teachers have also brought 
goals that they hope to achieve 
in the classroom. Teachers often 
share ideas and goals with others 
to encourage and keep themselves 
accountable. 

“My goal for this year is to 
create an environment where the 
students feel comfortable while 
they are learning,” said Angeles.

Aside from creating a positive 
environment that encourages 
learning, another goal amongst 
teachers is to make their 
department stronger. For example, 
London hopes to increase the 
yearbook staff by getting more 
students involved.

“[I would like] to make sure 

we have a yearbook completed for 
next year and just trying to kind 
of really rebuild that. I know that 
over the years the staff has gotten 
smaller so I really want to build 
that back up and work closely with 
the journalism department and 
try to pull kids from J1 to see the 
skills that they can take away from 
a class like that, and actually apply 
them in their real lives no matter 
what their job is,” said London.

One of the most important 
aspects of teaching is having a 
passion for it. Teachers play a 
prominent role in students’ lives 
by inspiring them to learn. 

“My best advice for somebody 
pursuing a career in teaching 
would be don’t listen to all the 
noise. If teaching is your passion 
and you enjoy school and you enjoy 
learning, do it. None of us are here 
because we’re here to make a lot of 
money, I mean I think everybody 
knows that. That’s not why any 
of us do this job,” said London. 
“I think we can all think back to 
that one teacher that we had were 
just like, man, you know like that 
person changed something for 
me. Think about that person, you 
can be that person for somebody, 
maybe not for everybody, but for 
somebody you can. I think that’s 
probably the most important part.”

“[FC] seems very much like a 
community, and everybody 
really wants to work together 
for the same goal.

“
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Bagpiper: What is your educational 
background?

Solomon Bennett: “I got my Bachelor degree 
in Exercise Science from University of Southern 
Indiana. I then did a “transition to teaching” 
program to get my teaching license.”

BP: Why did you decide to become a teacher? 
Why did you choose to teach PE and health?

SB: “I decided to become a teacher because I 
like to help people reach their goals. The reason I 
chose to teach PE and Health is because my belief 
is that the physical, mental, and social are all 
interconnected and help students reach whatever 
goal they are going for.”

BP: Do you have any goals for this year?

SB: “My goal is to help as many students as 
possible to reach their goals physically and 
emotionally.”

BP: Why did you choose to teach at FC?

SB: “I choose to teach at Floyd Central because I 
believe it to be the best school in the area. Also, I 
just had a child three months ago and I want her 
to go to FC in the future.”

BP: What is the best piece of advice you’ve been 
given regarding teaching?

SB: “Stay balanced, when at school work on 
things for school, when I’m coaching focus on 
coaching, and when at home focus on family!”
 
BP: If you could describe yourself in one sentence 
what would you say and why?

SB: “I would say that I’m passionate about 
helping people become the best version of 
themselves.”

Q&A with PE/Health 
Teacher Solomon Bennett

New Teachers at FC
Jennifer London- ELA/Yearbook (B119)
Ashley McDonald- ELA (C109)
Sarah Miller- Speech (C107)
Solomon Bennett- Health/PE (F108)
Whittney Shafer- Social Studies (B135)
Timothy Hardin- PCC/Special Education (B113)
Cori Bibelhauser- Business/CTE (B125)
McKenzie Nash- Math (A219)
Tyler Brafford- ELA (B110)
Shannon McIntyre- Science (D105)
Vivian Angeles- Spanish (A202)
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