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Marching band reveals ‘Canary’ tonight
Scarlett Hatton
A&E Editor

Senior head field commander 
Rachel Bowling stands on 
the center podium facing her 
fellow musicians. With the 
lift of her hands to signal her 
attentive peers, including junior 
mellophone soloist Clayton 
Voyles, the show officially begins 
and “Canary” comes to life for 
the audience. This is the start of 
a new season and a long-awaited 
return to normalcy. 

“My favorite part is when we 
are out on the field, ready to play 
and when the show starts, I hear 
a slight decrease in the noise of 
the crowd as if their anticipation 
is growing,” said Voyles.

Voyles has the important 
task of beginning the show with 
a solo. Being a marching band 
soloist comes with a lot of nerves 
and leadership, but he finds 
comfort in his peers and proves 
that he is up for the challenge.

“It is a great experience to 
have, but it comes with a lot 
of responsibility and pressure, 
which I am glad to have my 
friends support me with,” said 
Voyles.

Last  week, the marching 
band and Emerald Guard had 
their first performance of the 
year at their Parent Show. This 
event was designed to give 
families an opportunity to get 
a first look at the show and to 
prepare the performers for the 
upcoming season. 

Junior Olivia Sutherlin 
joined guard this year after 
marching previously. She said, 
“It was very nerve-racking. 
Though I have marched before, 

guard is a whole different 
situation. Yet, in the end I had 
so much fun.  And it went very 
well.”

Tonight, the band performs 
at their first football game 
halftime show of the season. 
Students  and staff are excited to 
present the new talent, beautiful 
music, and amazing display of 
their show, “Canary,” which 
they have worked so hard to 
perform this summer.

“Our band camps that 
happen throughout the early 
summer and right before 
school starts are where we get 
a ton of the work done,” said 
assistant band director Briston 
Hatchell. “This year we had an 
outstanding band camp with 
beautiful weather and no rain. 
Once school starts, we start 
working on the show after 
school and continue to learn 
and refine the product.”

With many long hours 
of band camp completed, 
musicians  and performers have 
been challenged to constantly 
and consistently improve their 
abilities. These practices give 
students the opportunity to 
learn and grow collectively 
while building relationships in 
their team. 

Voyles said, “The most 
challenging part of the season is 
when we have the music and the 
marching down and we have to 
put them together and fine tune 
the small things that make all 
the difference.”

Bowling  serves as head drum 
major this year, meaning she 
holds an immense responsibility 
in keeping the band together. 
Like many members, this is her 
fourth year in the marching 
band. In this time, musicians 

have found their passion and 
developed skills that they can 
use in the future. 

“I have to make sure that 
everybody in the band is happy. 
So whether that is making the 
directors happy or the students 
happy, I am kind of like the 

liaison between the students and 
the directors,” said Bowling.

Many musicians serve as 
leaders in the band with their 
extra skill and experience. They 
are able to help their sections 
by  teaching and demonstrating 
both marching and music. 

Not only does this help young 
members learn, but it also 
teaches experienced members 
leadership skills.

“I think what I value the 
most in the student musicians 
in marching band is the sense 
of community that is built 

Micah Yankey
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SENIOR RACHEL BOWLING smiles in front of her peers after successfully leading the band performance for band 
parent night. 
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between the  students, staff and 
others involved. No one can do 
marching band alone, and we 
tell the students that they always 
need to be helping each other 
out,” said Hatchell.

The guard members are a 
vital part of the marching 
band and they help make 
the show come to life. 
They are responsible 
for the flag tosses, rifle 
tricks, and choreography 
seen in each marching 
band performance. The 
combination of wind 
players, percussionists, 
and guard members are 
essential to any marching 
band.

“Guard is very 
different from marching. 
Yet a good different. Everyone is 
so supportive and it is so fun to 
be able to dance across the field 
and spin flags. I wish I joined 
sooner,” said Sutherlin.

Because of last year’s 
COVID-19 restrictions, 
students were unable to have 
a competition season at its 
full potential. This was a huge 
disappointment to musicians, 
staff, and parents who 
contributed so much to last 
year’s show.

“Last year, we did not have 
any competitions so it was pretty 
lax as opposed to this year. I 
think they are really kicking it 
into high gear to make up for 
the fact that we did not have 
competitions. They are putting 
in 110 percent when it comes to 
effort, discipline, and rehearsal 
etiquette,” said Bowling.

“Canary” features much of 
the same music as last year’s 
“Aviary” with an elevated 
approach and new theme that 
reflects last year’s experience. 

Hatchell said that “Canary” 
is about being locked up and the 
feeling of freedom after being 

set free.
This marching season 

has been a return to normal 
with competitions scheduled 
for the months ahead. With 
these performances quickly 
approaching, musicians and 

directors are given further 
incentive to work together 
and create excellence for 
adjudication. 

Senior alto saxophonist 
Corbin Kiesler said that this 
marching year has been much 
better than last year’s season, 
mainly due to the addition of 
competitions and that masks are 
no longer required outdoors.

While musicians recognize 
circumstances might change 
due to the spread of the 
COVID-19 variant, they look 
forward to playing their entire 
show at upcoming halftime 
shows and big competitions that 
are currently scheduled. Among 
these performances is the Bands 
of America competition in Lucas 
Oil Stadium. Shows like these 
make all of the long practices 
and extensive preparation worth 
it in the end.

“Being a drum major at 
Lucas Oil [Stadium] is a super 
great experience and I have been 
looking forward to it. It is super 
great because you are in the 
same stadium as professional 
drum corps and the Super Bowl 

was performed,” said Bowling.
While so much is different 

this year compared to last year, 
the close bonds and lifelong 
friendships formed in marching 
band have stayed the same. For 
many, meeting new people and 

working together is 
the most important 
part of the activity.

Kiesler said, “My 
favorite part about 
playing at football 
games is after we do 
our show because, if 
we leave, we go out 
to eat with friends, 
and if we stay, we just 
talk for a while.”

Band instills a 
sense of comradery 
from experienced 

members that have been in their 
program for many years to even 
the newest members. 

“I think that marching 
band is a great way for people 
to make friends and get super 
comfortable with their musical 
abilities. It is a great sense of 
community within the band,” 
said Bowling.

The marching band 
continues to thrive off of its 
connection and support from 
the community. With their 
halftime show tonight during 
the football game against 
Manual, they hope to show their 
appreciation to the community .

“Marching band is an 
integral part of the high school 
community. We know there are 
students who get up everyday 
and come to school simply 
for that ability to march in 
front of thousands on Friday 
nights. We love the support and 
encouragement that we get from 
the school community daily,” 
said Hatchell.

Band has always been 
centered around friendship and 
connection within and outside 

of the group. They strive to 
create shows that will entertain 
and inspire people. Their shows 
often include themes that 
many people can relate to. The 
focus of any performance is the 
audience.

“People should support the 
band because that’s what it’s 
based on. What we do is for the 
people,” said Kiesler.

With so many shows to 
be performed and more to 
be learned, the marching 
band looks forward to an 
undoubtedly successful year to 
come. They value each moment 
spent together doing what they 
love.

“I think everyone would 
say what we’re looking forward 
to the most is being in front 
of the crowd, under the lights, 
and pushing ourselves to 
be better than we were 
the day before, the 
week before, and 
the year before. We 
just want to 
show off 
again 
a n d 
w e 

can’t wait for our first show,” 
said Hatchell.

The marching band is 
optimistic about the rest of their 
season. After being shut in for 
so many months and a time of 
waiting, they are ready to show 
what marching band is really 
about.

Bowling said, “As opposed 
to a sport where you have 
individual players like a star 
quarterback, it is more of a team 
activity. More people should 
support marching band because 
it is not all about the music, it 
is about the memories that you 
make there.” 

Bowling signals a closing. 
As the band plays their final 
note, everyone sighs with relief 
and celebrates in their triumph. 
After a year of quarantine, the 

field brings back a 
sense of familiarity 
and redemption.

“More people should support 
marching band because it 
is not all about the music, it 
is about the memories that 
you make there.

“

Rachel Bowling
senior

Details:
Event: FC vs Manual football game
Date: Tonight, Aug. 27
Time: During half-time
Location: FC football field 
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