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AP Art students work 
toward end-of-year portfolios
While traditional AP classes prepare for AP exams, art students work 
on portfolios to submit to CollegeBoard.
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thebagpiper
Readers, 

Welcome to the seventh digital issue of the Bagpiper for the 2020-
2021 school year. In this issue, we covered the 2021 season 

for boys’ golf, as well as Turkey Bowl. We also covered how students are 
preparing for AP exams, the plans for next school year, and our upcoming 
Prom. Our editorial focused on the Class of 2021 and how they managed 
the pandemic. Our 1 in 1800 features sophomore Millie Meunier, who 
participates in radio/TV, orchestra, and tennis and produces her own 
music on the side.

If you have any suggested story topics or questions, feel free to email 
us at bagpiper.fchs@gmail.com. Also, be sure to check out our online 
coverage of events by visiting our website at fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com, 
@fchsbagpiper on Instagram, and @FCHSBagpiper on Twitter. Thank 
you for reading, and we hope you enjoy.

Mia Compton, Forum Editor 
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Sadie Hussung
Features Reporter

Getting a job is a big part of 
growing up, and many teenagers 
want to have the option of 
earning their own money to save 
or spend. However, for junior 
Corrina Hohl, she decided 
to turn her hobby of making 
jewelry into a small business. 

As students apply for jobs, 
many do not realize that they 
can turn their creative ideas into 
jobs. Starting entrepreneurship 
at a young age can help teach 
how to run a business and 
manage financials earlier in life. 

Hohl said, “I think 
entrepreneurship is important 
to start at a young age because 
it is something that can help 
you in the future when looking 
for a job, or if you have a small 
business, like me. In the future, 
I hope to be bigger than where 
I am now and having that 
entrepreneurial mindset will 
definitely help me.”

Not only do small businesses 
earn students an income, but 
it allows for them to learn 
important life skills in the future. 
Personal finance and business 
teacher Elexia McGowan says 
that work ethic and having 

organizational skills helps build 
the foundation of working in a 
career setting.

McGowan said, “Discipline 
begins at an early age. If you start 
now, students will have a better 
chance and get their dream job 
and will have developed work 
ethic skills for the future.  Plus, 
everyone needs money, right?”

Social media can play an 
important role in making a 
name and becoming known. 
Nowadays, many people use 
social media or Etsy to get word 
to customers about their work. 
Former 2020 FC graduate 
Meg Edwards has turned her 
passion for glass paintings into 
a lucrative business. 

Edwards said, “I use TikTok 
as my main platform to promote 
my business, since that’s where 
most of my following is. I also 
use Instagram to announce new 
information about the paintings 
themselves. The support I 
gained from my following on 
TikTok has helped me reach out 
to other possible customers.” 

Using social media to reach 
others has allowed many up and 
coming businesses to expand 
their industry. With making 
custom homemade pieces, social 
media makes it easier for people 
to express their personal style 
and ideas. 

Hohl said, “I 
make custom pieces 
for people who want 
something specific 
that I do not already 
have done. I do make 
several pieces, so I can 
post them and show 
my followers to maybe 
give them ideas on 
what they would want 
if they wanted to make 
a custom order. People 
can reach me through 
my instagram which is 
@corrinacorrina._”

Making custom 
pieces can take a lot 
of time and effort, 
but the outcome can 
be very rewarding. 
For Edwards, the 
experience of being in 
quarantine made her 
realize the talent she 
possessed when one 
of her TikTok videos 
blew up about her 
glass paintings. 

“I started making 
[glass paintings] 
during my winter 
break, but I only 
started to sell them 
once I gained a 
following on TikTok. 
After one of my videos 
blew up, I was able to 
turn my hobby into 
a business just before 
the new year,” said Edwards. 

Opening a business can be 
the most difficult part. Fear 
can be a person’s worst enemy, 
but learning life skills from the 
classroom can help overcome 
some of those obstacles.

McGowan said, “I feel 
that the classes I teach prepare 
students for real world 

situations.  Life skills if you will. 
You have to be willing to take a 
risk. Getting over the fear is half 
the battle.”

It can take a lot of work and 
effort to manage school and a 
small business at the same time, 
but if it is something that a 
person is passionate about then 
it is all worth it. Each business 
is unique and has their own way 

of personalizing their store to 
better fit their customers.  

Hohl said, “My business 
differs from other small 
businesses because I’m always 
trying to make something that 
nobody else does, and everything 
from me is handmade, from 
the jewelry to the handwritten 
thank you notes that come with 
every order.”

Wednesday, April 28, 2021 Page 3FEATURES

Student business owners share experience

Kendyl Rumple/Kendyl Rumple/The BagpiperThe Bagpiper

JUNIOR CORRINA HOHL creates pieces of jewelry for her small business. “Having a 
small business has helped me learn how to manage money and work with people,” 
said Hohl.

Kaitlyn Winchester
Features Reporter

Small Business Contact Info
- Meg Edwards’s Etsy account: Megsglasspaintings
 
- Meg Edward’s TikTok: j_stuck 

- Meg Edward’s Instagram: megaboo1206

- Corrina Hohl’s Instagram: corrinacorrina._



Dakota Bramer
Sports Reporter

As the school year approaches 
an end, it is time for seniors to 
take the next step. Some will go 
to college, others will not, but 
for many student athletes, it is 
time to make some important 
decisions that will entirely affect 
their future. Do they want 
to continue their career as a 
student athlete? If so they get to 
make that exciting decision on 

where they will continue their 
time as a student athlete. 

“Make sure you really do 
your research before you make 
a decision. Deciding whether 
or not a college is right for 
you is a big deal, so make 
sure to not rush that process,” 
said senior Evan Goforth, 
who is committed to Indiana 
University Bloomington for 
baseball.

The years of 2020 and 
2021 have greatly affected 

the recruiting process due to 
COVID-19. While COVID 
sort of paused the recruiting 
process, time did not stop. 
Tournaments, camps, and 
many other events that college 
recruiters and coaches would 
attend to watch players were 
canceled or postponed until the 
following year. 

“Camps hosted by 
colleges were mostly canceled 
nationwide. Any events that we 
could have were all seen virtually 

by college coaches,” said senior 
Casey Sorg, who is committed 
to Bellarmine University for 
baseball.

This caused so much valuable 
time for the class of 2021 to be 
lost. For so many athletes,  junior 
year is the most important. This 
is the year athletes attend as 
many camps as possible to get as 
much exposure as possible.

Before COVID-19 student 
athletes would email coaches 
and invite them to watch their 

games or events. Coaches would 
then most likely attend those 
games to watch and decide 
whether or not they wanted to 
pursue that athlete to commit to 
their school. Once COVID-19 
happened this halted that 
process.

Senior Tristan Polk, who is 
committed to Marian University 
Indianapolis for football said, 
“During corona I had to get 
some of my teammates out in 
fields or at parks and I would 
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Senior athletes commit to college teams
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throw and film it to send to 
colleges.”

Filming quickly became 
the primary focus for the 
recruiting process during this 
time. It became the new way for 
coaches to see players. However 
even then some coaches could 
not respond due to the new 
rules that the NCAA 
implemented. 

One of these new 
rules being the dead 
period. The dead 
period for the National 
Collegiate Athletic 
Association Division 1 
[NCAA D1] has been 
extended numerous 
times. It is a period of 
time that Division 1 
coaches are unable to 
attend the games. This 
is primarily frustrating 
for athletes due to the fact that 
in the past these coaches were 
able to attend. 

Even though many coaches 
cannot attend, it is still 
important to keep working hard 
and competing. The better the 
player’s performance the more 
likely the player will get noticed. 
No one is going to be perfect all 
of the time but coaches notice 
effort, hardwork and how a 
player responds during times of 
adversity. This is something that 
every athlete can control.

“Everything is seen through 
video now. It is important to 
have good numbers, stats and to 
stay patient and persistent,” said 
Sorg. 

Although many schools 
have started to film games so 
athletes can send them to their 
schools, the experience of being 
at the game is incomparable to 
watching it through a screen. It 
is just not the same experience, 
it also makes developing 
relationships with coaches 
harder than the normal process.  

Senior Ashton Ochsner, who 
is committed to Ohio Northern 
University for soccer, said, “I 
would recommend getting your 
name out there. Talk to as many 
coaches as possible. Don’t let 
the coaches choose you; you 
should be choosing between the 
coaches.”

The more relationships that 
athletes develop with coaches, 
the more opportunities tend 
to advance. In the past before 
COVID-19, developing these 
relationships would often lead 
to official visits and more. 

“Some colleges won’t let you 
take a visit to the campus,” said 
senior Erica McCullough, who 
is committed to John A. Logan 
College for softball.

For the longest time, college 
visits could not happen due 
to COVID-19. This made 
developing relationships 
between coaches and players 
progress primarily through the 
phone. Although technology 
is a huge part of growing 
relationships in this generation, 
it can be nice and reassuring 
when athletes are able to 
physically be with the coach that 
is potentially recruiting them.

Each division has different 
rules they have to follow due to 
COVID-19. Some have more 
flexibility, like Division 3 [D3], 
while others, like D1, can barely 

have contact with athletes. 
Athletes should avoid getting 
caught up in only the division of 
the school and focus on finding 
the school that is the best fit for 
them.

“Don’t go to the most 
prestigious place, go to the 
place that wants you to play the 

most,” said Polk.
Since the spring 

season in 2020 was 
canceled, the NCAA 
declared a fifth year of 
eligibility. Next College 
Student Athlete 
[NCSA] explains it 
as, “Traditionally, a 
student-athlete has 5 
years to play 4 years of 
their sport. An extra 
year means a current 
college student-athlete 
would have 6 years to 

play their 4 years. This means, 
NCAA student-athletes can 
compete in all or a portion of 
the 2020-21 season, but it won’t 
be counted against their years 
of eligibility depending on their 
division level specific eligibility 
rules.”

Allowing a fifth year of 
eligibility affects the class of 
2021 and 2022 in a whole new 
way. Not only are positions even 
more limited than before, but 
also scholarship money is just 
not available in many cases. That 
money goes to the returning 
players, therefore there is 
hardly any left over to give. In a 
situation where a coach is going 
to have to decide to recruit a 
new player or hold onto a player 
they know they can rely on, the 
decision for many is not too 
hard to make. 

College Finance stated, 
“However, high school senior 
athletes may have a more 
difficult time picking up college 
scholarships. In normal times, 
coaches build their team by 

watching players and reading 
stats. They hand-pick their 
participants based on in-action 
talent. But without a sports 
season to prove their athletic 
ability, earning and awarding 
new athletes funds has proven 
difficult.”

Although this may not be the 
plan anyone had in mind when 
going through the recruiting 
process, it is important to note 
that earning a scholarship is still 
on the table. Some may even 
acquire the scholarship and 
playing time that they desired 
from the beginning. 

“Going through this process 
is extremely stressful, so just 
try and stay positive through 
it. Choose a college you will 
actually be happy at, don’t just 
choose it because of the division 
they are in,” said McCullough.

It is important when choosing 
a college to look at all aspects. 
The division of the school is not 
the most important. For some 
scholarship money is huge, you 
want to go to the school that is 
offering you the most money. 
Another important thing to 
look at is the coaches. Do you 
like the coach and how they 
interact with the players? You 
do not want to arrive and then 
find out you and the coach do 
not get along, because then it is 
a little too late. Do not rush the 
process, take the time you need 
to find the school that is the best 
fit for you.  No matter if you are 
a junior or senior going through 
the recruiting process right now, 
everyone is in a pretty similar 
boat. 

Goforth said, “My advice 
for student-athletes still going 
through the recruiting process 
is to enjoy it first and foremost. 
This can either be a time full of 
stress and anxiety or a time to 
reflect on how blessed you are to 
be in the position you’re in.”
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““Don’t go to the most 
prestigious place, go to the 
place that wants you to play 
the most.

““

Tristan Polk
senior

senior
Evan Goforth

““I decided 
to attend 
IU because 
it’s been 
my dream 
school...I really 
feel like I can 
develop as a 
player there...

““

Why did you 
choose to 
attend the 
school you are 
committed to?

senior
Erica 
McCullough

““I chose to 
go to John 
A. because 
I loved the 
coaches there 
and it was the 
best place for 
the situation I 
was in.

““

senior
Gavinn Alstott

““I chose 
Wabash 
because 
the history 
of wrestling 
success at 
Wabash...

““

senior
Erin Perkins

““I chose 
Franklin 
because it is 
a school that 
allows me to 
continue to 
prioritize my 
education...

““

senior
Wenkers 
Wright

““...I chose to 
commit to 
Illinois State 
was due to 
the family 
atmosphere 
given off 
during a Zoom 
meeting with 
the coaches.

““



Cara Akin
News Editor

On a sunny Sunday evening 
at 6 p.m., students walk into 
class instead of watching TV and 
relaxing at home. As AP exams 
approach and students start 
reviewing material, some AP 
teachers, such as AP Psychology 
teacher Chad Clunie, offer 
study sessions outside of school 
in preparation for the upcoming 
exams. 

“I feel like it is helpful to 

students who want to start 
preparing for the exam, and 
students in the past have said 
that it is beneficial and worth 
continuing to offer for future 
students. Hopefully it gives 
students the opportunity to 
start truly setting aside time 
to prepare for the exam,” said 
Clunie.

With the AP curriculum 
spanning from the beginning 
of the school year in July to the 
end of April there is a plethora 
of material students are tested 
on during the exam.

“I don’t remember some of 

the material from the first couple 
months so it’s definitely helpful 
to go over those things [during 
review sessions] especially since 
most of it was taught virtually,” 
said junior Saachi Bhatia.

Review sessions hosted by 
AP teachers in the weeks leading 
up to the exam are one of the 
many ways students can 
prepare for AP exams. 
Throughout the school 
year, many teachers 
provide opportunities 
for students to prepare 
for the exam through 
things like reading 
guides and practicing 
writing different types 
of essays that will show 
up on the exam.

“Guided reading 
helps me actually absorb 
the reading and sort of 
review the important material I 
need to know. Writing different 
essays [helps] you prepare for 
the real thing, especially for 
the time constraints on the real 
exam,” said Bhatia.

In order to improve at 
answering different types of 
questions on the AP exam, 
students have used different 
methods of preparation. One 
of the most common ways to 
prepare is by keeping up with 
school work designed to mimic 
the actual test.

“I’ve mostly been doing what 
my teachers have been assigning 
me. For some of my classes they 
have weekly reading guides, for 
some they have assignments 
on AP Classroom, or they give 
us practice by having us write 
essays in preparation for the 
exam,” said junior Danielle 
Boemker. 

Aside from everyday school 

work, many students have also 
used the help of outside sources 
to prepare for exams. 

“I’ve been going to review 
sessions that my AP teachers 
have set up. I plan on watching 
review videos online and 
looking through my notes from 
the whole year,” said Bhatia.

While studying and knowing 
the information on the test is 
very important, confidence 
also plays an important role 
in preparation. Many teachers 
emphasized the importance of 
maintaining positive thinking 
when preparing for AP exams. 

“First and foremost you have 
to mentally believe you can pass 
the exam. Too many people walk 
around with negative thoughts. 
The man who thinks he can and 
the man who thinks he can’t 
are both right,” said AP World 
History teacher Alan Hess.

Many AP exams are content-
heavy and require students to 
memorize and understand a vast 
amount of information. From a 
psychological point of view, the 
best way to do this is through 
constant repetition.

“The most effective encoding 
for long term memory storage 
and retrieval is semantic 

encoding [create meaning for 
the new material]. Chunking 
the material and continually 
rehearsing the information will 
help with storage and retrieval,” 
said Clunie.

Just one AP class requires a 
lot of extra effort and time from 
students, but it is very common 

for students to be 
taking multiple AP 
classes. This can add an 
overwhelming amount 
of stress on a student.

“Stress can be 
helpful in motivating 
you to study and 
prepare, but it can 
also be harmful and 
damaging if you don’t 
deal with it well,” said 
Clunie.

The stress caused 
by AP exams can be 

extreme and difficult to deal 
with for students. However, it 
is important to remember to 
maintain a healthy amount of 
stress.

“Trying to tell someone 
the best way to reduce stress is 
like picking out someone else’s 
favorite color. The important 
thing is for someone to know 
what works for them and then 
utilize that method.  Nature 
hikes/sits and being in the out of 
doors is a favorite of mine, but 
everyone has their preference.  
Staying well rested and properly 
nourished is something that 
should be part of any students 
preparation plan,” said AP 
Environmental Science teacher 
Randy Hein.

With the start of the school 
year consisting largely of 
online learning, many students 
struggled not only with stress, 
but with consistent engagement 
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AP Testing Dates
Monday, May 3: United States Government

Tuesday, May 4: Calculus AB, Calculus BC

Wednesday, May 5: English Literature and 
Composition, Physics 1: Algebra-Based

Thurday, May 6: United States History, Art History, 
Computer Science A

Friday, May 7: Chemistry,  Physics 2: Algebra Based

Mon. May 10: World History: Modern, 
Macroeconomics

Tuesday, May 11: Psychology

Wednesday, May 12: English Language and 
Composition, Microeconomics, Music Theory

Thursday, May 13: NO EXAMS SCHEDULED

Friday, May 14: Biology, Enviromental Science

Monday, May 17: Statistics

Source: CollegeBoard

Meghana Mohankumar
News Reporter

““Stress can be helpful in 
motivating you to study and 
prepare, but it can also be 
harmful and damaging if 
you don’t deal with it well.

““
Chad Clunie
AP Psychology teacher



and concentration in class both 
of which may have an effect on 
how prepared students are for 
AP exams.

“I think [test scores] will vary 
largely based on how engaged 
in the learning process students 
were during their online 
learning days. I think most 
students and teachers believe 
that online classes are not the 
most effective for teaching and 
learning, but we will have to 
see how that translates to test 
scores,” said Clunie.

The pandemic has also 
caused the stress from AP exams 
to increase. Some students are 
nervous and unsure about this 
year’s in person exams.

“My first AP exam I took 
last year was definitely different 
because it was online only 
and it actually wasn’t that 
stressful because it was only one 
question. Now, this year I’ll be 
taking multiple AP exams and 
since they’re going to be in 
person I’m pretty nervous….
because my hand hurts pretty 
easily when I’m writing so I’m 
nervous about being able to 
finish the longer essay questions 
in time,” said Boemker. 

Another part of AP exams 
that may be impacted by the 
pandemic is the scores. This 
year, due to the switch from 
in person school to virtual and 
the delay starting school, some 
people believe that this year’s 
scores will be lower compared to 
years in the past.

“They will undoubtedly be 
lower.  A lot of schools are way 
far behind and will not cover all 
the material/skills needed before 
exam day.” said Hess.

For classes that require 
students to learn a large amount 
of information, the pandemic 
has made it harder for students 
to learn all of the material in 
time. However, some classes, 

like AP Lang, have not been 
affected much by the pandemic.

“I’m sure in those courses 
that are very content-heavy may 
struggle more because it has 
been difficult for them to cover 
as much material as usual. But, 
for AP Lang, we are more skills-
based and I feel confident in 
where my students are,” said AP 
Language teacher Ashley Faith.

To accommodate students 
who are unable to take AP 
exams in person, the College 
Board has decided to offer a 
virtual option. Depending on 
the exam, the virtual formats 
can be very different from the in 
person exams. However, many 
people are still unsure how 
scores from the virtual exams 
can be compared to scores from 
the in person exams.

“CollegeBoard is saying that 
the exams will be different, but 
I have not seen exactly how they 
will determine who passes the 
exam for digital exams vs who 
passes the exam for in-person 
testing,” said Clunie

Despite the uncertainties 
and stress that comes with AP 
testing, students have learned 
how to develop testing strategies 
to help them succeed on the 
test. The type of AP test also 
impacts what strategies can be 
the most helpful.

“If it’s a math question, I 
always make sure to go back and 
check my work if I have time. If 
it’s an English question, I always 
make sure to go back and reread 
through my writing to make 
sure I don’t make any grammar 
mistakes because when you’re 

handwriting instead of typing it 
is a lot easier to make mistakes,” 
said Boemker.

For the multiple choice part, 
many students recommend 
eliminating answers that are 
wrong. This makes it easier to 
identify the correct answer. 

“Process of elimination 
is a good way to go. Start by 
eliminating wrong answers and 
work your way to the right one,” 
said Bhatia. 

Alongside various test 
taking strategies that students 
implement in order to succeed, 
the routines that students 
follow the night before and the 
morning of the exam are also 
crucial to successful testing.

“Go in well rested.  Last 
minute cramming versus getting 
rest so you are fresh on test day 

is best,” said Hein. “Organize 
and plan what you want to 
write first.  If the free response 
has multiple parts, lay out your 
answer in the same way that 
the parts of the question are 
organized.

While preparing for the actual 
exam is important, the way you 
mentally prepare yourself is just 
as important. Many teachers 
recommend taking careful note 
of their wellbeing  the morning 
of the test.

Faith said, “Eat Breakfast! 
It’s a long test. Be prepared to 
handwrite a lot. Your hand is 
going to cramp, so be prepared 
for that. Get plenty of sleep the 
night before. There is no point 
in cramming for the AP Lang 
test, so use that time to get a 
couple more hours of sleep.”
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AP PSYCHOLOGY TEACHER CHAD CLUNIE helps students review for their upcoming AP test on Sunday, April 25.



Last October, actress Gina 
Carano stepped onto the 
Disney+ screen as Cara Dune, 
the new female lead of the 
hit show, The Mandalorian. 
As the season started, many 
praised her acting abilities and 
accepted Carano as the perfect 
cast for the role. She brought 
body positivity to the screen, 
and portrayed women as strong 
and independent. But as of last 
month, she will no longer be a 
part of Disney or her employing 
agency. 

Lucasfilm, the company 
that has continued the Star 
Wars franchise and is owned by 
Disney, fired Carano because of 
controversial tweets she posted 
regarding recent issues, such as 
the 2020 election, COVID-19, 
and America’s current political 

climate. This 
d e c i s i o n 

b r o u g h t 
b o t h 

praise 

and criticism to Disney and 
contributed to recent debates 
on “cancel culture.”

Several celebrities, actors, 
and political figures have been 
involved in these series of 
“cancelling,” including Ellen 
DeGeneres, J.K. Rowling, and 
Johnny Depp. An individual is 
typically “canceled” when the 
public or media disagrees with 
a certain decision or belief the 
person has and chooses to stop 
supporting them. It can be a 
result of accusations, negative 
media coverage, or social media 
posts, as in Carano’s case.

The controversy began back 
in November when Carano 
began posting her political 
opinions on Twitter. They 
reflected ideas that masks 
were not effective against the 
pandemic and the possibility of 
voter fraud in the 2020 election. 
Neither of these are harmful 
or cancellable offenses, and are 
actually common conservative 
beliefs. 

According to 
the Hollywood 

Reporter, a source from 
Lucasfilms said, “They have 
been looking for a reason to fire 
her for two months, and today 
was the final straw.” The “final 
straw” was when Carano posted 
a tweet that compared Jewish 
people in the Holocaust to 
Republicans in America’s current 
political climate. Although this 
is an extreme comparison that 
is not truly accurate, it is not 
a fireable offense. Her general 
point was not inappropriate, 
but the Holocaust comparison 
was. Which brings to question, 
are inappropriate comparisons 
fireable offenses? 

In June 2018, Pedro Pascal, 
the lead of The Mandalorian 
series, posted a tweet that 
compared two images—one 
was of Jewish people being held 
in a concentration camp behind 
barbed wire, while the other was 
of immigrant children being 
held in cages at the United States 
border. Pascal has also been 
accused of comparing Donald 
Trump supporters to Nazis in a 
now-deleted Instagram post, yet 
he still remains the star of the 
hit Disney+ show. 

If any current event is 
comparable to the Holocaust, 
it would be the situation 
in China. In the credits to 
Mulan, Disney+ thanked the 
Xinjiang government of China 
for allowing them to use the 
location in the movie. This is also 
the province that is currently 
holding Uygher Muslims that 
are being tortured in Chinese 
concentration camps, or 
“internment camps.” While 
Disney praises China, they 
punish Carano for using her 
freedom of speech. According to 

Disney’s CEO, her posts were 

“abhorrent and unacceptable,” 
but the situation in China has 
not been mentioned. 

After receiving negative 
feedback, she deleted the posts, 
but that was not enough. Actors’ 
roles are susceptible to criticism 
and consequences once the actor 
begins publicly stating their 
opinions, which may result in 
losing a job. But is it justifiable 
when a huge company, such as 
Disney, begins using their power 
to lift or discriminate against 
certain views? It is true that she 
is entitled to her opinion and 
not her job. But she was hired 
as an actor, not a politician. 
Carano having an opposing 
political opinion does not mean 

that it is less valuable or that she 
cannot share it. 

Cases like hers have occurred 
on both the Republican and 
Democrat side of the debate and 
it may be leading society down a 
dangerous path. If society wishes 
to be inclusive of all people and 
beliefs, “cancel culture” must 
end. If not stopped, it may soon 
pose an even greater threat to 
free speech in America. There is 
a fine line that cannot be crossed 
in politics, and if a statement is 
not politically correct it can 
damage an individual’s entire 
career. Gina Carano’s rebellion 
may have helped her against 
the Empire, but it cost her a job 
here on Earth.

Political views an unjust reason to cancel 
Today’s 
Generation
Hallie Funk

Scarlett HattonScarlett Hatton//The BagpiperThe Bagpiper
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Zoe Nowling
Sports Reporter

As other golfers continue to 
work on their swings, senior 
Judson Dukes hits a golf ball 
onto the green during an FC 
golf practice hoping for a birdie.

The boys’ golf team is 
preparing to take the course for 
their regular season and show 
their dominance with another 
state final appearance. 

“A couple of years ago, the 
team went to state and since the 
start of the season our coaches 
have said that our goal is to get 
back to state,” said sophomore 
Nathan Smith. 

As the team heads onto the 
course this season, there will 
be plenty of good competition 
to face and this includes each 
other.

“Our biggest competition 
this year is going to be ourselves, 
getting our head in the game and 
letting go of the last shot will 
improve our play tremendously. 
As far as other teams for the 
competition, there are a lot of 
great teams in the area that will 
make us push ourselves,” said 
freshman Gabe Lamb. 

The experience of what the 
tough competition this season 
will look like begins with  
tryouts.

“Tryouts are important to 
the team’s success because every 
week we are competing for a 
spot to play and that inner-
squad competition will help us 
meet our goals,” said Dukes.

The underclassmen are eager 
to take opportunities to learn 
from the upperclassmen. They 
want to get off on the right foot 
with this program and want to 
be successful as freshmen and 
sophomores.

“[We] underclassmen have 
a lot to learn from the seniors 
this year and from prior years. 
Our top two players, Judson 
Dukes and [senior] Christian 
McIntosh, are great examples of 
what [we] underclassmen hope 
to be like. Their positive attitude 
and leadership are something 
very important and something 
I look up to. Throughout the 
season, I’m eager to learn and 
enjoy the game from practice 
all the way to state with these 
guys,” said Lamb. 

The team is ready to prove 
themselves on the course  and 
play a full golf season.

“They’re hungry to have the 
opportunity to play the game of 
golf again since we were not able 
to have a season last year. They 
have the drive, determination, 
and willingness to work each 
and every day in practice in 
hopes [that] they will translate 
to good results in our matches,” 
said boys’ golf coach Brett 
Eades. 

This team’s success comes 
from more than just the skills 
they possess. Good coaching 
has been a reason this team has 
been and is so successful on the 
course.

“Our coaches are doing it all. 
They are devoted to everyone 

and everything about their 
game. The coaches are helping 
with things like our swing, 
course management, and how 
to be better people,” said Smith.  

With these big goals, the 
team is going to have to be like a 
family, support, and encourage 
each other every day. Team 
chemistry, along with skills, can 
take a team a long way.

“Team chemistry is very 
important because for a few 
months these guys are an 
extension of our family and 
that’s what it needs to be to win. 
When you are a part of a family 
it is bigger than just yourself 
and that will help us succeed. 
Winning and getting better is 
the goal, but there is a lot of fun 
to have out there as well,” said 
Dukes. 

The team’s success comes 
from a long FC golf tradition 
and the hopes to keep that 
tradition going, which is what 
makes this team so successful 
and will continue to do so in 
coming seasons.

“The rich tradition that the 
players have established over the 
past 20 years or more brings a 
tremendous amount of respect 
to our program throughout 
the state and certainly southern 
Indiana,” said Eades. 

This program will be one to 
watch out for this season as they 
look towards accomplishing 
great feats and standing on the 
Prairie View podium after all is 
said and done this year.

“I feel like these guys have 
a bad taste in their mouths in 
the fact that we weren’t able to 
have a season last year, and these 
seniors would have had the 
opportunity to do something 
Floyd Central has not done in 

the past ten years and that’s go 
to four straight state finals. They 
certainly have incentive to want 
to get back to the state finals,” 
said Eades. 

This storied program has a 
major impact on those in the 
program and will for years to 
come effect the underclassmen 
coming into the program.

“Floyd Central golf is a very 
storied program and years in the 
past have been very competitive,” 
said Dukes. “There are big shoes 
to fill, and it is an honor to be 
throwing on the uniform every 
match because there is respect 
that comes with the logo.”
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Boys’ golf swings for success this season
Boys Golf 
Sectional, 
Regional, 
and State 

Title Years
Sectional - 1980, ‘81, 
‘82, ‘85, ‘86, ‘87, ‘88, 
‘91, ‘94, ‘95, ‘99, ‘00, 
‘01, ‘04, ‘05, ‘06, ‘07, 
‘08, ‘09, ‘10, ‘11, ‘12, 
‘13, ‘14, ‘15,  ‘17, ‘18, ‘19

Regional - ‘93, ‘99, 
‘04, ‘05, ‘06

State - ‘06, ‘07

State Champion -
Lenny Hartlege ‘83 

Source: assistant 
principal of student 
activities Jeff 
Cerqueira

Christiano Corwin-Reyes/The Bagpiper

SENIOR JUDSON DUKES focuses and lines up his shot for a possible birdie 
at the FC golf practice on Friday, April 23. 
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Juniors win Turkey Bowl 21-7 Friday night

SENIOR MOLLY STOPPERT hypes up the other seniors right before the Turkey Bowl game starts on Friday, April 23.

Kate ZuverinkKate Zuverink//The BagpiperThe Bagpiper

SENIOR MOLLY STOPPERT dodges the juniors, trying to score a touchdown.

To see more photos from Turkey Bowl, go to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com.

Kate ZuverinkKate Zuverink//The BagpiperThe Bagpiper

JUNIOR KAYLEE HUNT sprints around senior Bernadette Mueller to get her 
team a first down in the Turkey Bowl on Friday, April 23.

SENIOR PARKER NARDI sprints along the sideline, trying to avoid junior 
Sophie Cook and attempting to get a first down for the seniors.

Nicholas GordonNicholas Gordon//The BagpiperThe Bagpiper
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‘21 seniors deserve recognition
In March 2020, our school 

closed its doors to students 
and the Class of 2020 had 
many events cancelled 
on them or drastically 
changed last minute. These 
include sports, arts, prom, 
graduation, and many other 
celebrations. Because of 
all of the heartbreak and 
sadness surrounding their 
last memories being stolen, 
administration went all out 
to recognize their successes 
with banners, yard signs, a 
wall in one of FC’s hallways 
with all of their names, and 
more. The Class of 2021 has 
not been granted even half 
of those, nor has continuous 
heartbreak been recognized.

Arguably, this year has 
been one of the hardest to 

be a senior. Sure, the Class 
of 2021 is supposed to 
be able to have prom and 
graduation, but we have also 
dealt with the constant stress 
of worrying about whether 
or not certain events would 
happen, on top of events 
and seasons being highly 
limited or canceled due to 
the pandemic.

The vast majority of the 
senior class understands 
that administration has 
little to no control over 
what gets canceled, and 
we understand that public 
health and safety come first. 
Additionally, we in no way 
mean to whine or complain 
for extra celebrations or 
special treatment. However, 
the treatment of the Class of 

2020, who only missed out 
on a quarter of their final 
year, in no way compares to 
the treament of the Class of 
2021, who has continuously 
missed out on various events 
throughout the year as well 
as at the end of last year, 
with many events cancelled. 
Additionally, the majority 
of those of us continuing 
our education have had to 
go through the admissions 
process during a pandemic, 
which the Class of 2020 did 
not have to do.

So, with all of the 
struggles the current senior 
class has faced, why have 
we not been recognized 
more? Sure, administration 
has done their best to keep 
everything as normal as 

possible. But, even with all 
of that, this year has been 
rough, and a lot of Class of 
2021 seniors feel our year 
of missed opportunities and 
sadness over cancellations 
and modifications have 
been overlooked, while the 
Class of 2020 was showered 
with praise and recognition 
after only missing a quarter.

This is not a competition 
on who had a worse senior 
year. We understand 
the Class of 2020 had a 
rough final quarter of high 
school with everything 
changing. But, so did we, 
and if administration can 
recognize their hardships, 
they should be recognizing 
this senior class’s hardships, 
too.

Staff Editorial
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Sydney Landrum
A&E Reporter

Senior Zoe Hoehn, AP art 
student, focuses in on her brush 

s t r o k e s 
as she 
b e g i n s 

the creation of her AP Art 
Portfolio. This carefully crafted 
piece of artwork is the outcome 
of everything Hoehn has learned 
in her year as an AP art student.

Each year, AP students 
spend most of their school year 
preparing for an exam in May. 
For AP Art students, however, 
their testing is a bit different 
from that of a student in an AP 
English or an AP History class. 
These students create portfolios 
that display their individual 
talents within art.

Students create portfolios 

to submit to AP graders. As of 
right now, the arts department 
is still figuring out the details 
as to how the portfolios will 
be submitted. Along with the 
portfolios, students submit 
explanations of what their pieces 
are about and what they used to 
create them. Portfolios are due 
to be submitted on May 20.

Senior Brevin McCormick, 
AP art student said, “It was up 
to us to pick what we wanted, 
but it just kinda came to mind. 
I chose to make creatures that 
are designed to make you feel a 

certain way.”
AP students were responsible 

for picking their own topics 
for their portfolios. They were 
given freedom to choose what 
they wanted to create. Once 
students brainstormed a couple 
of possibilities they could use, it 
was up to them to decide which 
idea they wanted to go with. 
It was time for them to start 
creating.

Senior Emily Avendaño, AP 
art student said, “I’m involved 
in art because it’s one way I can 
truly get the things in my mind 

o u t 
i n 

some 
f o r m . 

I love to 
draw characters 

and all that good stuff, but 
when I need to vent or release 
some negative emotions, art is 
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AP Art students work to finish portfolios

Mary Ficker/Mary Ficker/The BagpiperThe Bagpiper

SENIOR ZOE HOEHN works on her digital art in the art room on Tuesday, April 20.
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truly a way I can do that.”
Students drew inspiration for 

their portfolios from everyday 
items and objects. Something 
as simple as fruit sparked 
Hoehn’s creativity. She said she 
was inspired by “the fluidity 
of the painted fruit and the 
cohesiveness of the collage” for 
her portfolio. Where students 
draw inspiration from comes 
uniquely from their own minds.

Art finds people at different 
stages of their life. In elementary 
school, every student creates art, 
but as you reach older ages, art 
classes become more optional. 
Students pursue art classes 
in middle school and high 
school to further their sense of 
creativity. Senior Elexis Cash, 
AP art student, b e g a n 
creating art in 
the seventh 
g r a d e 
and has 
b e e n 
invo l ved 
a l l 

throughout high school. 
This experience has given 
her time to grow as an 
artist. Art is an escape 
from reality into a world 
of creativity for many who 
are involved. 

Cash said, “My favorite 
aspect is that you get to take 
your imagination and make 
absolutely anything you want 
and you get input from other 
artists that really help your art 
making process.”

Each artist has a preference 
of what style of art they enjoy 
creating. They all have their own 
interests and passions within 
art. Some artists enjoy more 
hands-on projects that are a bit 
messier, while others enjoy a 
digital aspect of art that opens 
them up to create numerous 

projects.
“I love digital art 
and collaging. 

Digital art is so 
fun since there 
are endless 
v a r i a t i o n s 
of whatever 
y o u ’ r e 

m a k i n g , 
and it’s 
easy to 

manipulate,” 
said Hoehn. 
“Collaging is the more tactile 
side, which I enjoy more since 
it’s so hands on. It’s really fun 
to be messy and still make 
something beautiful.”

Students through their own 
creations find joy and meaning. 
Each one started their journey 
with art and continue to create 
today. Taking a break from the 
stresses of daily life and being 
able to make something in a 
hands on environment serves 
as a kind of therapy for many 
art students. Involvement in 
the arts gives students a break 
from their academic classes 
throughout the school day. 

“I love being involved in art 
because you get to make things 
you can keep forever, and school 
can be stressful, so it’s always 
been nice to have a class that’s 
calm where I can be creative,” 
said Cash.

Within art, each student 

defines 
themselves through 

their work. Students love 
having the opportunity to 
create something on their own 
that represents their sense of 
creativity. They enjoy having 
time to expand their minds 
through their artwork.

Senior Sydney Jenkins, AP 
art student said, “I choose to 
be involved in art because it’s 
just such an expressive medium. 
There really is no limit to what 
you can create and the things 
you can get across with it, and 
being able to witness not only 
your own creativity but the 
unique perspectives of other 
people, is incredibly eye 
opening and is just an 
experience I don’t want 
to live without.”

AP art students 
c r e a t e 
e l a b o r a t e 
portfolios for 
AP graders 
to review. 
U s i n g 

their 
creativity and 

craftsmanship, their 
portfolios are remarkable 

works. AP art gives students 
the opportunity to display their 
works for the College Board.

Hoehn said, “Art is very 
therapeutic for me. I love the 
process of starting with a blank 
page and creating something 
beautiful and complete. Art 
embodies everything I love 
and I’m so thankful for Floyd 
Central’s visual arts program 
since I plan on being in the 
creative industry professionally.”

Art by Scarlett Hatton.



Prom Committee plans COVID-safe prom

Claire Furmall
Features Editor

Senior Ashlyn Elble pulls 
into B. Loved Boutique parking 
lot in Seymour to look for her 
first prom dress. With May 15 
approaching, many juniors and 
seniors are preparing for Prom. 
While ladies go dress shopping, 
gentlemen purchase suits and 
tuxedos. For many, it is their 
first Prom, and for every FC 
student, it is their first Prom 
held by FC.

“I am most excited to get all 

dressed up and actually get to 
hang out with my friends and 
people in my grade, since we 
have not been able to do that 
much this past year,” said Elble. 

Last year, students did not 
get the Prom experience due to 
COVID-19. However, this year, 
staff and faculty are prepared 
to provide students with the 
most normal Prom experience 
possible. 

Junior executive sponsor Tim 
Romig said that he and his team 
had booked a Prom reservation 
but unfortunately had to 
cancel due to guidelines and 
restrictions within the business. 

“We had a venue over in 
Louisville and the reason that we 
had to cancel with them was the 
restrictions. I mean, we could 
not dance, and the distancing 
problems. So, it would have 
been just very awkward if we did 
it there,” said Romig.

The FC Prom Committee 
decided that the next best 
decision would be to host Prom 
at FC. Romig said that even 
though hosting it at school is 
unusual for the present day, 
it will still be a memorable 
experience, and it is better than 
not having another Prom.

“It is going to be in the gym. 

So, it is like a throwback to the 
60s. That is where they used 
to have their Prom. So, the 
big difference, I think a lot of 
students, especially seniors, are 
worried that it is not going to 
feel like a special kind of thing,” 
said Romig. “Nowadays, kids 
are so used to going away from 
their school to a nice place, not 
that our school is not nice, and 
that it is decorated and kind 
of like separated, and this year 
they are coming to school. So, 
we really have to bump up the 
decorations.”

Alongside the extra 
decorations, there are many 

other activites that students can 
look forward to. Junior Levi 
Harrington said that many ideas 
were tossed around about how 
the prom committee should 
handle prom this year. He said 
that he is very excited to witness 
the outcome of all the planning 
they have done to make sure 
students enjoy Prom.

“We had different outlines 
and ideas for Prom, since we did 
not really know what the rest 
of this year entailed. We finally 
found a plan that worked for 
everyone and now we have a 
prom,” said Harrington.

Many upperclassmen plan 

Josie Hardesty
Features Reporter
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JUNIOR ELLA DODDRIDGE discusses possible ideas for Prom with fellow Prom Committee members at FC on Thursday, April 22.



to attend Prom this year and 
especially seniors since they 
missed out on junior Prom last 
year. A single ticket without 
After-Prom is 25 dollars. A 
combination of both Prom and 
After-Prom is 40 dollars for FC 
students. Some people invite 
others from different schools 
while others go with 
friends or dates that 
attend FC.

Senior Grace 
Thrasher said, “I am 
very excited to attend 
Prom this year, 
especially since I did 
not get to attend my 
junior year. I think 
that staying safe at a 
big event like this is 
important. After this 
year, we all deserve to 
go to something like 
this, so just follow 
the rules and do what you are 
asked.”

The junior executive 
committee decided that Prom 
must go on. In regards of 
COVID-19, the team has had to 
appeal to many new regulations. 
They have planned accordingly 
with different guidelines which 
follow safety measures while still 
ensuring space for fun activities.

Junior executive member 
Grant Coleman said, “My 
responsibilities include 
participating in meetings 
regarding fundraising, Turkey 
Bowl, and Prom. Our big focus 
this year is aimed at Prom 
because of the many factors 
involved with planning the 
large event. As a member, like 
the others, my focus has been 
on ensuring that the seniors get 
to have this memorable, classic, 
and important high school 
experience.”

As junior executive plans 
Prom with FC staff, parent 
volunteers prepare for After-

Prom. This is an event thrown 
after Prom that is primarily 
planned by parent volunteers. 
After-Prom is designed to keep 
students engaged in safe and 
fun activities after the actual 
Prom is over. There is a different 
theme each year, and this year 
the theme for After-Prom is 

Passport Around the World. 
Volunteers work hard in all areas 
from making art for the theme, 
collecting donations from 
different local organizations, 
and setting up everything while 
Prom is happening.

Junior Saachi Bhatia said that 
students attending Prom do not 
have to attend After-Prom. There 
will be two separate tickets for 
those attending different events. 
T-shirts will also be provided for 
those attending After-Prom. 

“All the students attending 
will have to buy a ticket. There 
are two separate tickets if those 
students attending Prom do not 
want to attend After-Prom as 
well,” said Bhatia.

Romig is very ecstatic about 
seeing the effects of both Prom 
and After-Prom this year. He 
said that he usually attends, and 
he will be just as excited as the 
students. 

“It will be like a whole 
different place. Honestly that is 
what I am most excited about. 

And I hope it is awesome. I 
always love every year to watch 
the kids come in and see their 
reactions. Every year that is my 
favorite part,” said Romig.

Elble said that she did not 
get to experience a Prom last 
year, and she is greatly looking 
forward to this year. 

“You normally only 
get two Proms, but for 
the class of 2021, we got 
shorted and only have one 
chance to go. We might as 
well make the best of it,” 
said Elble.

Likewise, junior 
Elizabeth Amsler said 
that she, too, is excited 
for both herself and the 
seniors who missed their 
prom last year.

“As a junior, I am 
looking forward to Prom 
because it is my first year 

that I am able to go. I am glad 
that the seniors will get a final 
Prom this year,” said Amsler.

Coleman urges juniors and 
seniors to attend Prom this 
year. After the hard work put 
in by student executives and 
different volunteers, this year’s 
prom should be a memorable 
experience. 

“Personally, I think Prom is 
a pretty important high school 
event and memory-maker. 
For juniors going to Prom, 
it is an event that reminds 
them of the role that they will 
take on in the following year 
as leaders of the school. For 
seniors, it is a celebration of 
their accomplishments,” said 
Coleman. “In addition, Prom 
is a much needed social event 
following quarantining over the 
last year and the seclusion of 
people from each other. Prom 
opens up a door for people to 
socialize and connect, and in my 
mind, it is a very important part 
of the high school experience.” 

““Prom opens up a door for 
people to socialize and 
connect, and in my mind, it 
is a very important part of 
the high school experience.

““

Grant Coleman
junior

Scarlett HattonScarlett Hatton//The BagpiperThe Bagpiper
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Theme: The Great Gatsby

Where: Prom is in the FC Gym, After-Prom is at FC

When: Prom is Saturday, May 15, 7 to 10 p.m., After-
Prom is 10:30 p.m. to 1:30 a.m.

Price: 25 dollars for FC students, 30 dollars for 
guests

*FC students attending both Prom and After-Prom 
pay 40 dollars. Just attending either Prom or After-
Prom costs 25 dollars each.

Source: junior Grant Coleman and junior Saachi Bhatia

Prom Information



Student photographers share food photos
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On Thursday, March 25, 2021, 
Georgia Governor Brian Kemp signed 
into law an extreme, restrictive voting 
bill. This bill, according to an NPR 
Morning Edition report on Friday, 
March 26, “adds an ID requirement for 
mail-in voting, replacing the signature 
match process. It bans anyone from 
giving food or drink to a voter waiting 
in line at a polling place. It limits where 
absentee ballot drop boxes can go. It 
adds new powers for the state election 
board to intervene in county election 
management.”

The bill includes a lot of different 
aspects to it. As NPR reported, it takes 
away the signature match process. 
According to an AP Fact Check, voters 
who request an absentee ballot by paper 
application must sign the application, 
and then election officials are able to 

compare the signature to the one in voter 
registration files. This certifies that a voter 
is who they say they are, without needing 
to present an ID, which costs money. 
According to Ballotpedia, as of March 
2018, eight states charged 20 dollars or 
less, while 14 states charged 40 dollars or 
more, for driver’s licenses.

So, what does this mean? This means 
that by requiring an ID to vote, Georgia 
limits access to voting to people who can 
afford an ID. Granted, some states accept 
tribal ID, military ID, or other state-
issued IDs, according to the National 
Conference of State Legislatures, but this 
is still an extra hurdle that lower class 
voters have to jump over just to vote.

However, this is not the biggest 
issue. Absentee ballots are now far more 
restricted as to where they can be dropped 
off. Additionally, the law makes it a crime 
to hand out food and water to voters at 
the polls. That part, though it seems very 
minor, baffles me the most. Why is it a 
crime to bring snacks and water to voters 
who have been standing in line for hours, 

just waiting to cast their ballots?
According to the Brennan Center for 

Justice, “hours-long lines to vote are more 
often in Black and brown communities.” 
This means that this part of the law is a 
direct attack on minorities, which is just 
another way Republicans have managed 
to restrict voting of people who will not 
vote for them.

By far the worst part of this law is its ban 
on Sunday voting. In African-American 
communities across the country, the 
Sunday church crowd will carpool to the 
polls after church to exercise their right 
to vote. This is an effort of getting more 
black people out to vote, especially for 
those who cannot drive or would not 
have time to otherwise. In a March 6 
article published on the New York Times 
website, this push to vote after church as 
a group is known as “souls to the polls.” 
The ban on Sunday voting, although it 
does allow for up to one Sunday in Oct. 
at the discretion of the local registrar, is a 
direct attack on large groups of African-
American citizens who vote after church. 

This country has a long history of 
putting restrictions on voting in place 
that disproportionately affect black 
communities, such as the literacy 
requirement, which was not outlawed 
until 1965. This bill’s ban on Sunday 
voting is no different. Georgia Republican 
state representatives were upset by the 
push from black communities to vote, 
which helped President Joe Biden win 
Georgia, which has not happened since 
1992, as well as the two Democratic 
wins to the U.S. Senate in Jan. 2021 that 
black voters ultimately won, according to 
a January 7 article from FiveThirtyEight. 
This is the only possible explanation 
for why they have decided to restrict a 
day for voting that directly affects black 
communities across Georgia.

Additionally, Georgia is not the only 
state to pass a law such as this. The New 
York Times reported that states such as 
Iowa, Arizona, and Texas have also passed 
similar laws to restrict voting access 
especially for minorities.

While the 2020 Presidential Election 
saw record shattering turnout with about 
two-thirds of registered voters casting 
ballots, we still have a problem with 
voter suppression and low turnout. Sure, 
this past election was up by about 10%  
from the 2016 election, but we still have 
a long way to go. It should not be so 
difficult to vote, especially for minority 
communities, Election Day should be a 
national holiday with paid time off to 
vote, and restrictions such as limiting 
absentee ballot drop-off, banning 
handing out snacks and water to voters, 
and putting a stop to Sunday voting 
should not be happening. We should be 
encouraging voting, not suppressing it. 

To those who are having their right 
to vote suppressed or who deal with 
difficulty voting because of laws such as 
the Georgia law, keep fighting, and keep 
speaking out against this. Your voices 
matter, and they should be heard--vote 
and speak out.
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New Georgia voting law racist, restrictive
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Me vs. The World
Annalise Bassett

Georgia’s recent voting law, signed by Governor Brian Kemp, is over the line and prevents Americans from voting



Scarlett Hatton
A&E Editor

Each year, students and 
directors in the performing 
arts department are given the 
opportunity to attend an end-
of-the-year banquet to celebrate 
their successful year. The band 
and guard, orchestra, choir, 
handbells, and theatre banquets 
showcase performers’ talents 
and recognize their outstanding 
efforts during the school year. 

“The band banquet is an 
event around the beginning of 
the summer that celebrates the 
band’s accomplishments and 
the memories we made along 
the way,” said junior Richard 
Muñoz, who is a percussionist 
in band.

As with many annual events 
at FC, the music department 
banquets will be 
planned differently 
than usual. However, 
the exhilarating 
elements that 
students look 
forward to will 
remain. Directors 
and students have 
been coming up with 
new and exciting 
ideas to improve and 
make the evenings 
more entertaining. 
The theatre banquet 
is even taking on a 
new location.

“For the first time, we are 
having our banquet off-site. It’s 
typically in the spine, but this 
year, the banquet is at Huber’s. 
It will still feature the awards, 
the food, and the dancing,” 

said theatre director Brooklyn 
Chalfant.

Aside from different 
mechanics, the banquets will 
also have a much different focus 
this year. Musicians, performers, 
and directors have conquered 
such arduous times together as 
a group. They have found a new 
appreciation for their passions, 
and as everything slowly returns 
to normal, they have gained a 
new outlook on the celebration.

“The banquet this year will 
be very different than any of the 
previous ones, and this is mainly 
because we will be celebrating 
all of the many difficulties 
COVID-19 brought to our 
orchestra that we have been 
able to overcome. I feel that this 
year’s banquet will be a time to 
reflect on the difficult year and 
celebrate getting through it 
together as an orchestra,” said 
junior Riley Spitznagel, who 
plays the violin in orchestra.

The sudden cancellation 
of last year’s banquets due 
to the spread of COVID-19 
disappointed everyone involved. 
Many see this event as closure, 
and without it, their year was 
incomplete and came to an 

abrupt end. The performing 
arts department has become 
such a big part of students’ lives. 
Because of this, the banquets 
are highly valued by these 
performers.

“I was devastated when the 
banquet was canceled last year. 
So many of my senior friends 
weren’t able to go be properly 
celebrated for the amazing jobs 
they all did,” said Muñoz.

However, the decision 
was ultimately necessary for 
everyone’s safety. Because so 
many students look forward 
to the event all year and now 
faced disappointment, directors 
and staff were quick to make 
accommodations that would 
make the best of the unfortunate 
situation. 

“The 2020 COVID-19 
pandemic caused our school 
to become completely virtual. 
We believed that if school was 
not safe to hold in-person, 

then neither was the 
banquet. We instead 
hosted a virtual 
banquet, where we 
still had student 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t , 
announced honors 
and awards, and 
celebrated the year 
of achievement,” said 
Chalfant.

Because last year’s 
events were canceled, 
current sophomores 
missed out on 
their freshman year 

banquets. This will be most 
freshmen and sophomores’ first 
banquet, which adds to the 
excitement and anticipation of 
the evening for these students. 

Sophomore Rebecca Moody, 
who is in handbells, said, “I 

was upset because it was my 
freshman year, and I wanted 
to experience my first banquet. 
This year, I am most looking 
forward to ending with a good 
memory, especially with the 
seniors.”

The music department 
banquets are very important 
to the seniors. For most of 
these musicians, this event will 
bring an end to their music 
experiences at FC. They look 
forward to the proper closing 
of such an important chapter of 
their lives that last year’s seniors 
unfortunately did not get to 

experience.
“I was bummed because it’s 

always a great way to wrap up 
the theatre season,” said senior 
Tre Gaines, who is in theatre 
and choir.

Younger members missed 
seeing the seniors for the very 
last time and wished they could 
have had more time to spend 
to spend with them. Their 
experiences and memories were 
also cut short.

“When last year’s banquet 
was canceled, it was sad because 
it is something that many of 
us look forward to each year 
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Daniel Anderson
A&E Reporter

“Students look forward to the 
banquet every year. The event 
represents the unity and pride 
found within our community 
and program.

“

Brooklyn Chalfant
theatre director

Banquets celebrate performing arts year
Music Department Banquets 

Dates and Locations
Choir:
Friday, May 21 at 6 p.m.
FC cafeteria

Band and Emerald Guard:
Friday, May 21 at 6:30 p.m.
Huber’s Winery, Plantation Hall

Theatre: 
Saturday, May 22 at 6 p.m.
Huber’s Family Farm, Barn #2

Handbells:
Sunday, May 23 at 4 p.m.
FC cafeteria

Orchestra:
Sunday, May 23 at 5:30 p.m.
Huber’s Plantation Hall

Sources: Choir director Angela Hampton, junior 
Richard Muñoz, theatre director Brooklyn Chalfant, 
orchestra banquet flyer 



but I honestly felt bad for the 
senior class that year more than 
anything, since it was their last 
school year and last time being 
in the school’s orchestra,” said 
Spitznagel.

Many seniors this year have 
been a part of the performing 
arts for four years. They have 
devoted so much of their time 
and talents to the program and 
grown so much in the process. 
The banquets celebrate the 
seniors who have had a major 
impact in the music programs as 
they say goodbye to this stage of 
their lives.

Gaines said, “It’s exciting 
with all the awards and everyone 
dressing up and coming 

together. I’m also looking 
forward to seeing alumni who I 
haven’t seen in a while.”

Students have formed lifelong 
friendships and important 
bonds in their performing arts 
groups. These performers have 
gone through many of the same 
hardships and struggles as well 
as moments of celebration and 
triumphs. 

“Performing arts banquets 
are a right of passage for our 
students, and they are part of 
growing up in the theatre arts 
program. Students look forward 
to the banquet every year. The 
event represents the unity 
and pride found within our 
community and program,” said 

Chalfant.
These events give directors 

and musicians the opportunity 
to highlight their favorite 
moments as a group and reflect 
on their past performances. 
Directors are also able to reward 
and acknowledge excellent 
musicians that exceed all of their 
expectations. 

“Performing arts banquets 
are a way to celebrate student 
achievement from the year. We 
award honors, recognize student 
improvements, induct new 
students into the International 
Thespian Society, and spend 
time reflecting on the positive 
memories from the past year,” 
said Chalfant.

The recognition students 
receive through the banquets 
make their struggles worth 
it in the end. It also gives 
performers a reason to be proud 
of themselves. As everyone 
prepares for the events, so much 
anticipation and excitement 
arises. 

“My favorite part of the 
banquet is when everyone has 
the chance to be recognized for 
their individual achievements, 
and it is shared with the 
whole orchestra so that we can 
celebrate those achievements 
together,” said Spitznagel.

Through such a difficult 
year, these students and their 
teachers have accomplished so 

much. Their hard work and 
dedication proves that they can 
overcome any challenge and 
make light of tough situations. 
The performing arts banquets 
celebrate performers, directors, 
parents, and staff for their 
contributions to yet another 
successful year.

Muñoz said, “I think the 
banquets are important for 
the performing arts because it 
allows us to take a second and 
recognize what we did together. 
When you’re performing you 
sometimes become so focused 
on your individual part that you 
fail to see how all the parts mold 
and blend together to make 
something beautiful.”
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Abby Hoffman
News Reporter

As a school year like no other 
nears its end, many people find 
themselves curious as to what 
next year will look like. Even 
though hopes are high for a 
“normal” year, there are still 
many questions left unanswered, 
and no one knows exactly what 
to expect. 

“I would like to see us get 
back to normal as possible next 
year, with no interruptions; 
no outbreaks that cause us 
to shut down,” said associate 

superintendent Louie Jensen. 
Because students age 16 and 

older can receive the COVID-19 
vaccine, case numbers have been 
decreasing. As most students 
have been able to return to 
school full-time, they are eager 
to do the same next year.

“I feel better now compared 
to when I was virtual because 
I can talk with more of my 
friends, and I’ve been doing 
better in quizzes [and] tests 
since I can learn better. I like 
being able to communicate with 
more people. I think it would 
be best if we were to go back 

to full capacity next year,” said 
freshman Nevida Akand. 

While this year has no 
doubt been a struggle for all, 
administrators say they have 
worked their hardest 
and done their best to 
allow every student to 
be successful in their 
learning, remote or in-
person. 

“Virtual learning 
was a place for teachers 
and students to learn 
and grow. It worked 
better for some age 
groups than it did 
for others, but our 
teachers and admin 
really stepped up and 
met the challenge,” said Jensen. 

Students have found this 
year to be both harder and easier 
in different aspects of their 
schooling. Many teachers have 
changed some of their policies 
when it comes to assignments 
and exams. Some students have 
found their grades increase, 
while others have decreased. 

“I think [returning back 
to school] would improve my 
grades, but I’d have to work 
harder than I did this year. My 
teachers have made tests open-
note or made the test easier 
than normal because of the 
pandemic, but next year this 
will probably change,” said 
Adkand. 

Despite the questions and 
unknown answers about next 
year, students and staff are 
hopeful for the future. Seeing 
things slowly improve can be 
very encouraging. 

“I much prefer in-person 
learning. I am glad that the 
school board and the CDC feel 
that we are in a good enough 
place in the pandemic to fully 

go back,” said sophomore Bekah 
Buckman. 

Making the choice to fully 
return to school next year is not 
as simple as it may seem. Every 

age group has to be considered 
for every option; what may 
work just fine for high school 
students may not work at all for 
elementary school students. 

“Ideally, we would get back 
to normal as possible next year 
with as many students attending 
in the building as we can. I 
think that it is important that 
kindergarten through eighth 
grade  attend in person; virtual 
learning just doesn’t work 
the best for them. The true 
school experience comes with 
physically going to school,” said 
Jensen. 

As the 2021-22 school year 
approaches, more rapidly each 
day, school administration 
works to create a solution that 
benefits everyone while keeping 
the current pandemic and its 
unpredictable state in mind. 

“We expect to add an 
eighteenth school to the district 
-- the New Albany-Floyd 
County Virtual Academy,” said 
superintendent Brad Snyder. 

This plan still has many 
unknowns and more questions 

to work through, but NAFCS 
administration hopes that this 
new school will allow virtual 
students to feel successful and 
keep the hybrid situation to a 

minimum. 
“Hybrid learning is 

extremely difficult for 
the teachers. I hope 
that we never have to 
do it again. It is very 
difficult for teachers to 
serve two masters at the 
same time, in-person 
students and virtual 
students,” said Snyder. 

Most teachers in the 
NAFCS school district 
are not trained to be 
virtual teachers. This 

means that teaching through 
a computer has been more of 
a challenge than it could have 
been. Administration is doing 
what they can to get students 
back in the school buildings. 

“Ideally, for next year 
instruction we will have 
our students in front of a 
quality teacher,” said assistant 
superintendent Bill Briscoe. 

Students have seen their 
teachers struggle with hybrid 
learning. Technical difficulties 
arise, students are not really 
present, and teachers have to 
split their attention and focus. 

“I like full capacity because 
it’s a lot easier to learn in class 
when everyone is there. The 
teachers would engage more 
and not have to worry about 
the online students,” said junior 
Xinke “Keke” Solomon.

With this new plan brings 
many questions, most of which 
unfortunately do not have 
answers. But it is trusted that 
students and staff will do what 
they have been doing for the 
past year, adapt and persevere. 
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““I would like to see us 
get back to normal as 
possible next year, with no 
interruptions; no outbreaks 
that cause us to shut down.

““

Louie Jensen
associate superintendent

Administration discusses next year’s plans

SOPHOMORE ALYSSA OCHSNER uses her chromebook to virtually complete 
her homework. “Working virtually is beneficial because I can quickly get 
in touch with my teachers and see what assignments are due soon,” said 
Ochsner.
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The Greatest Showman inspires, teaches
Kaleigh Schuler
Journalism I Reporter

The Greatest Showman is a 
movie musical based on the life 
of P.T. Barnum. The movie has 
a lot of elements that were in 
P.T. Barnum’s life. For example, 
he was only 15 years old when 
his father died and he had to 
take care of his five brothers and 
sisters. In the movie, it shows 
young P.T. Barnum (Elis Rubin) 
taking care of his father. It also 
shows him going to meet this 
girl, Charity Hallett (Skyler 
Dunn), who later became his 
wife. 

Barnum partnered with 
James A. Bailey and their show 
was called, “The greatest show 
on Earth,” hence the name of 
the movie. The movie starts out 
with young P.T. Barnum staring 
into a shop window dreaming 
about the circus and “the 
greatest show.” He goes and sees 
young Charity at her glorious, 
lavish house. Her father and 
many others believe that he will 
never amount to anything. 

Then together they sing “A 
Million Dreams.” The song 
starts out with them at little 
kids and ends with Hugh 
Jackman playing P.T. Barnum 
and Michelle Williams playing 
Charity Hallett Barnum. When 
P.T. Barnum comes to pick 
her up, he said to Mr. Hallett, 
“Sir, I know I don’t come from 
much, but I will take care of 
your daughter and I will give 
her life as grand as this one.” 
Mr. Hallett then said, “She’ll be 
back. Sooner or later, she’ll tire 
of your life of having nothing, 
and she’ll come running back 
home.” They have two children 

together, Caroline Barnum 
(Austyn Johnson) and Helen 
Barnum (Cameron Seely).  

P.T. Barnum gets fired from 
the newspaper company and 
decides he wants to start a 
business. He asks the bank for 
collateral and buys a museum 
filled with wax figures. Not 
many people show up, and it 
gets his spirits down. One night 
Caroline asks him if he sold any 
tickets that day. Then Helen 
says, “I think you have too many 
dead things in your museum, 

daddy.” Caroline said, “She’s 
right, you need something alive, 
something sensational.” This 
gives him the idea for the circus. 

The Greatest Showman is 
an inspirational movie that 
celebrates the birth of show 
business and dreams coming 
true. The lessons learned from 
the movie can be applied to 
real life. One lesson learned in 
the movie is don’t be afraid to 
be who you are. As Lady Lattie 
Lutz (Keala Settle) sings, “I am 
brave, I am bruised, I am who 

I’m meant to be. This is me.” Or 
“I am not scared to be seen. I 
make no apologies. This is me.” 
Another lesson we can learn is to 
not get caught up in fame and 
drama. Remember our roots 
and what we were originally 
trying to accomplish. 

Actors and actresses that 
are exceptionally good at their 
role are Jackman, Williams, 
Settle, Zac Efron playing Phillip 
Carlyle, and Zendaya Maree 
Stoermer playing Anne Wheeler. 
They all tell the story in a great 

way by being over the top and 
dramatic when they sing and 
dance. All of them give 110% in 
every scene they take part in and 
you can tell they are having fun. 
They make you feel like you are 
really at the greatest show. 

The music in The Greatest 
Showman is phenomenal. It is 
one of the reasons the movie is 
so good. Some of the best songs 
in The Greatest Showman are 
“The Greatest Show,” “This is 
Me,” “Rewrite the Stars,” and 
“Come Alive.”

The hit 2017 film leads viewers through P.T. Barnum’s life while providing inspirational life lessons to be themselves
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It seems like every year, as more and 
more people open their minds to change, 
politicians try and find new ways to 
target minorities. 

Human rights are something often 
discussed in the United States, the 
most common question seeming to be, 
“Should they have them at all?”

Arkansas does not seem to think so. 
In March of 2021, Arkansas became 

the first state to completely ban doctors 
from providing young transgender people 
gender-affirming healthcare. Permission 
from parents does not matter, nor does 
the advice of medical professionals and 
trans people who have actually been 
through the experience. 

The bill, ironically enough, is 
called The Save Adolescents From 
Experimentation act, or SAFE act. 

Masquerading as a way to protect 
children under 18 from experimental 
treatment, the bill makes it impossible 
for transgender youth to access the 
treatment they need to feel safe in 
their own bodies. 

This includes hormone therapy 
as well as surgeries, both of which 
have been used by people all across 
the world, and cannot be called 
experimental by any means. In fact, 
a study done by AACC’s Clinical 
Chemistry journal shows that 
hormone treatment is actually less 
dangerous than birth control pills, 
something that is used by many. 

The article, “Studies Find That 
Transgender Hormone Therapy Is 
Less Risky Than Birth Control Pills,” 
states that, “...hormone therapy for 
transgender people increases the risk 
of blood clots less than birth control 
pills and does not increase the risk of 
cardiovascular disease at all.” 

Despite this, the legislators refuse to 
acknowledge the effect their choices will 
have. 

An article by John Riley of Metro 

Weekly, “Arkansas committee passes 
bill banning trans youth from accessing 
gender-affirming health care,” condemns 
the new legislation. Several interviews 
point out the hypocrisy, suspicious 
wording, and heartlessness of the bill. 

One of them is with Rumba Yambu, the 
founder of Intransitive, an Arkansas-based 
transgender community organization.

“I want to remind you that the U.S. 
Supreme Court has recognized time 
and time again, parents’ constitutional 
right to care, custody and control 
of their children. Arkansas even has 
vaccine exemptions for religious and 
philosophical reasons. So you need to 
think about that in the way that this bill 
is worded,” said Yambu. 

What is more, suicide rates have gone 
up during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
and this bill will only make things worse. 
A study by the Trevor Project, the world’s 
largest LGBTQ+ suicide prevention 
organization and crisis line, showed that 
more than half of transgender youth have 
considered suicide in the past year, a 
percentage that is just as worrying as it is 
disheartening. 

This is not the only time Arkansas 
has decided to follow through with 
transphobic legislation. Other bills have 
also been passed, such as banning trans 
women from playing sports, or giving 
doctors the right to refuse to treat patients 
due to “religious or moral objections.” 

This is blatantly discriminatory, not 
in the least because doctors should 
not be allowed to let people die for 
an act of pettiness and bigotry. It is 
their job to save people regardless of 
moral, religious, or racial opposition. 
If they wanted to be judge, jury, and 
executioner, they should have gone 
into law. 

With more anti-trans bills being 
considered in other states, the mental 
health of trans people is going to 
continue to spiral downward. When 
legislators pass these bills, they fail to 
consider, or just do not care, what 

effect this will have on the young people 
of America. 

As Intransitive said on their Facebook 
page, “It takes an incredible amount 
of hate and disregard for human life to 
target Trans children in this way.”

Gender-affirming healthcare vital for kids

““In March of 2021, Arkansas 
became the first state to 
completely ban doctors from 
providing young transgender 
people gender affirming 
healthcare.

““

Into the Rainbow
Chloe Finn
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Since the 1990s, an epidemic 
has affected, plagued and taken 
many lives. The opioid crisis 
in America began in the early 
1990s when pharmaceutical 
companies informed patients 
and doctors that prescription 
opioid pain relievers for chronic 
pain and other illnesses were 
non addictive. From there, 
healthcare providers started 
mass producing opioids. People 
started using opioids more and 
more only to later find out that 
they are in fact addictive. Day 
by day, the additional use of the 
addictive opioids has led to this 
epidemic today.

Opioid addiction starts when 
someone is prescribed an opioid 
treatment, or tries them illegally. 
An addiction is defined as a 
condition in which something is 
pleasurable and makes a person 
feel like they can’t live without 
it. Opioids trigger the release 
of endorphins, which relieves 

pain and makes the 
human body feel 
good. When the 
dosage wears off, 
it makes the body 
want more. This is 
where the opioid 
addiction starts. A 
long term opioid 
addiction and 
misuse can lead 
to many physical 
health problems, 
mental health 
problems, poverty, 
unemployment , 
and much more. 

Fur thermore, 
the misuse of this 
crisis can have 
a critical cost. 
According to the 
Center of Disease 
Control (CDC), 
pregnant female 
opioid misuse has 
been linked to 
maternal death. It 
can also lead to poor 
fetal growth, stillbirth, preterm 
birth, multiple syndromes 

and birth defects. There are 
devastating stories about what 
the misuse of opioids has done 
to a baby and its mother. That’s 
why it’s very crucial to talk to a 
doctor and research about how 
to prevent the misuse of opioids, 
even before you began taking a 
prescription opioid.  

 Nonetheless, opioids can 
affect a financial situation 
as well. A standard opioid 
treatment can cost up to $126 
per week or $6,552.00 per 
year according to The National 
Institute of Drug Abuse. For a 
more extensive opioid treatment 
it can cost up to $1,176.50 per 
month, and a grand total of 
$14,112.20 per year. That only 
accounts for the prescribed cost, 
Imagine the cost of obtaining 

opioids illegally. The opioid 
crisis has led to massive debt in 
The United states, it’s estimated 
that 78.5 billion dollars per year 
is spent by someone misusing or 
abusing opioids.

Luckily doctors, scientists 
and many organizations have 
come up with ways to prevent 
and spread awareness on 
opioid addiction and misuse. 
The Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS) 
is trying to focus on five major 
priorities like improving access 
to treatment, promoting 
use of overdose-reversing 
drugs, strengthening our 
understanding of the epidemic 
through better public health 
surveillance, providing support 
for cutting-edge research 

on pain and addiction and 
advancing better practices for 
pain management. The National 
Institute of Health (NIH) is 
trying to find new ways to solve 
the opioid crisis by discovering 
new and better ways to prevent 
opioid misuse: safe, effective, 
non-addictive strategies to 
manage chronic pain, new 
innovative medications and 
technologies to treat opioid 
use disorders, and improved 
overdose prevention and reversal 
interventions to save lives and 
support recovery. 

The best way to tackle the 
issue of opioid addiction and 
misuse is by spreading awareness 
to others about how harmful 
opioids truly are and how you 
can prevent an opioid addiction. 
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Addictive opioids led to extreme epidemic

The National Institute of 
Health’s Plan to Solve the 

Opioid Crisis
- Implement safe, effective, non-addictive 
strategies to manage chronic pain

- Create new, innovative medications and 
technologies to treat opioid use disorders

- Improved overdose prevention and reversal 
interventions to save lives and support recovery

Source: National Institute of Health (NIH)

My Voice on 
the Issue
Luke Olmstead
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Presley VanoverPresley Vanover
Multimedia EditorMultimedia Editor

How do you juggle school, your sport, orchestra, and radio/TV?How do you juggle school, your sport, orchestra, and radio/TV?

“I’m all virtual right now, so that honestly made juggling and “I’m all virtual right now, so that honestly made juggling and 
all the things I do easier because usually when we’re in school, all the things I do easier because usually when we’re in school, 
in the time just sitting there after we finished our assignments, in the time just sitting there after we finished our assignments, 
I’d just be sitting there working on classwork for other classes, I’d just be sitting there working on classwork for other classes, 
but now I can work on my music stuff or I can work on radio/TV but now I can work on my music stuff or I can work on radio/TV 
projects, which I obviously can’t really be doing if I’m in class.”projects, which I obviously can’t really be doing if I’m in class.”

What is a challenge you have faced, since you juggle a variety What is a challenge you have faced, since you juggle a variety 
of things, and how did you overcome that?of things, and how did you overcome that?

“One of the main challenges I face would be finding time to do “One of the main challenges I face would be finding time to do 
my personal music stuff that I want to do outside of school, my personal music stuff that I want to do outside of school, 
because I usually play a lot of gigs, like I’m usually playing because I usually play a lot of gigs, like I’m usually playing 
every weekend. I’m working on an album right now, so between every weekend. I’m working on an album right now, so between 
tennis and radio/TV and orchestra, I don’t really have much tennis and radio/TV and orchestra, I don’t really have much 
time to work on that.”time to work on that.”

What’s something that you’re really proud of that you’ve What’s something that you’re really proud of that you’ve 
accomplished, while keeping extracurriculars and school work accomplished, while keeping extracurriculars and school work 
together?together?

“I would say that my biggest accomplishment would be my “I would say that my biggest accomplishment would be my 
Foggy Mountain Breakdown video that I made, because I Foggy Mountain Breakdown video that I made, because I 
arranged that song and produced the music video, and it has arranged that song and produced the music video, and it has 
almost 2 million views now across all the platforms that it’s on, almost 2 million views now across all the platforms that it’s on, 
so that’s really exciting.”so that’s really exciting.”

What is it like to be you?What is it like to be you?

“As I’m sure you can guess, it’s pretty busy with everything “As I’m sure you can guess, it’s pretty busy with everything 
that I have going on, but it’s fun. I really enjoy doing all the that I have going on, but it’s fun. I really enjoy doing all the 
things that I do and, of course, it feels really good when I things that I do and, of course, it feels really good when I 
can accomplish things like getting 2 million views and being can accomplish things like getting 2 million views and being 
requested to play places that aren’t just local.”requested to play places that aren’t just local.”
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To watch a multimedia video about Meunier, go to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com.
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