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Each year, students and 
directors in the performing 
arts department are given the 
opportunity to attend an end-
of-the-year banquet to celebrate 
their successful year. The band 
and guard, orchestra, choir, 
handbells, and theatre banquets 
showcase performers’ talents 
and recognize their outstanding 
efforts during the school year. 

“The band banquet is an 
event around the beginning of 
the summer that celebrates the 
band’s accomplishments and 
the memories we made along 
the way,” said junior Richard 
Muñoz, who is a percussionist 
in band.

As with many annual events 
at FC, the music department 
banquets will be 
planned differently 
than usual. However, 
the exhilarating 
elements that 
students look 
forward to will 
remain. Directors 
and students have 
been coming up with 
new and exciting 
ideas to improve and 
make the evenings 
more entertaining. 
The theatre banquet 
is even taking on a 
new location.

“For the first time, we are 
having our banquet off-site. It’s 
typically in the spine, but this 
year, the banquet is at Huber’s. 
It will still feature the awards, 
the food, and the dancing,” 

said theatre director Brooklyn 
Chalfant.

Aside from different 
mechanics, the banquets will 
also have a much different focus 
this year. Musicians, performers, 
and directors have conquered 
such arduous times together as 
a group. They have found a new 
appreciation for their passions, 
and as everything slowly returns 
to normal, they have gained a 
new outlook on the celebration.

“The banquet this year will 
be very different than any of the 
previous ones, and this is mainly 
because we will be celebrating 
all of the many difficulties 
COVID-19 brought to our 
orchestra that we have been 
able to overcome. I feel that this 
year’s banquet will be a time to 
reflect on the difficult year and 
celebrate getting through it 
together as an orchestra,” said 
junior Riley Spitznagel, who 
plays the violin in orchestra.

The sudden cancellation 
of last year’s banquets due 
to the spread of COVID-19 
disappointed everyone involved. 
Many see this event as closure, 
and without it, their year was 
incomplete and came to an 

abrupt end. The performing 
arts department has become 
such a big part of students’ lives. 
Because of this, the banquets 
are highly valued by these 
performers.

“I was devastated when the 
banquet was canceled last year. 
So many of my senior friends 
weren’t able to go be properly 
celebrated for the amazing jobs 
they all did,” said Muñoz.

However, the decision 
was ultimately necessary for 
everyone’s safety. Because so 
many students look forward 
to the event all year and now 
faced disappointment, directors 
and staff were quick to make 
accommodations that would 
make the best of the unfortunate 
situation. 

“The 2020 COVID-19 
pandemic caused our school 
to become completely virtual. 
We believed that if school was 
not safe to hold in-person, 

then neither was the 
banquet. We instead 
hosted a virtual 
banquet, where we 
still had student 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t , 
announced honors 
and awards, and 
celebrated the year 
of achievement,” said 
Chalfant.

Because last year’s 
events were canceled, 
current sophomores 
missed out on 
their freshman year 

banquets. This will be most 
freshmen and sophomores’ first 
banquet, which adds to the 
excitement and anticipation of 
the evening for these students. 

Sophomore Rebecca Moody, 
who is in handbells, said, “I 

was upset because it was my 
freshman year, and I wanted 
to experience my first banquet. 
This year, I am most looking 
forward to ending with a good 
memory, especially with the 
seniors.”

The music department 
banquets are very important 
to the seniors. For most of 
these musicians, this event will 
bring an end to their music 
experiences at FC. They look 
forward to the proper closing 
of such an important chapter of 
their lives that last year’s seniors 
unfortunately did not get to 

experience.
“I was bummed because it’s 

always a great way to wrap up 
the theatre season,” said senior 
Tre Gaines, who is in theatre 
and choir.

Younger members missed 
seeing the seniors for the very 
last time and wished they could 
have had more time to spend 
to spend with them. Their 
experiences and memories were 
also cut short.

“When last year’s banquet 
was canceled, it was sad because 
it is something that many of 
us look forward to each year 
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“Students look forward to the 
banquet every year. The event 
represents the unity and pride 
found within our community 
and program.

“

Brooklyn Chalfant
theatre director

Banquets celebrate performing arts year
Music Department Banquets 

Dates and Locations
Choir:
Friday, May 21 at 6 p.m.
FC cafeteria

Band and Emerald Guard:
Friday, May 21 at 6:30 p.m.
Huber’s Winery, Plantation Hall

Theatre: 
Saturday, May 22 at 6 p.m.
Huber’s Family Farm, Barn #2

Handbells:
Sunday, May 23 at 4 p.m.
FC cafeteria

Orchestra:
Sunday, May 23 at 5:30 p.m.
Huber’s Plantation Hall

Sources: Choir director Angela Hampton, junior 
Richard Muñoz, theatre director Brooklyn Chalfant, 
orchestra banquet flyer 



but I honestly felt bad for the 
senior class that year more than 
anything, since it was their last 
school year and last time being 
in the school’s orchestra,” said 
Spitznagel.

Many seniors this year have 
been a part of the performing 
arts for four years. They have 
devoted so much of their time 
and talents to the program and 
grown so much in the process. 
The banquets celebrate the 
seniors who have had a major 
impact in the music programs as 
they say goodbye to this stage of 
their lives.

Gaines said, “It’s exciting 
with all the awards and everyone 
dressing up and coming 

together. I’m also looking 
forward to seeing alumni who I 
haven’t seen in a while.”

Students have formed lifelong 
friendships and important 
bonds in their performing arts 
groups. These performers have 
gone through many of the same 
hardships and struggles as well 
as moments of celebration and 
triumphs. 

“Performing arts banquets 
are a right of passage for our 
students, and they are part of 
growing up in the theatre arts 
program. Students look forward 
to the banquet every year. The 
event represents the unity 
and pride found within our 
community and program,” said 

Chalfant.
These events give directors 

and musicians the opportunity 
to highlight their favorite 
moments as a group and reflect 
on their past performances. 
Directors are also able to reward 
and acknowledge excellent 
musicians that exceed all of their 
expectations. 

“Performing arts banquets 
are a way to celebrate student 
achievement from the year. We 
award honors, recognize student 
improvements, induct new 
students into the International 
Thespian Society, and spend 
time reflecting on the positive 
memories from the past year,” 
said Chalfant.

The recognition students 
receive through the banquets 
make their struggles worth 
it in the end. It also gives 
performers a reason to be proud 
of themselves. As everyone 
prepares for the events, so much 
anticipation and excitement 
arises. 

“My favorite part of the 
banquet is when everyone has 
the chance to be recognized for 
their individual achievements, 
and it is shared with the 
whole orchestra so that we can 
celebrate those achievements 
together,” said Spitznagel.

Through such a difficult 
year, these students and their 
teachers have accomplished so 

much. Their hard work and 
dedication proves that they can 
overcome any challenge and 
make light of tough situations. 
The performing arts banquets 
celebrate performers, directors, 
parents, and staff for their 
contributions to yet another 
successful year.

Muñoz said, “I think the 
banquets are important for 
the performing arts because it 
allows us to take a second and 
recognize what we did together. 
When you’re performing you 
sometimes become so focused 
on your individual part that you 
fail to see how all the parts mold 
and blend together to make 
something beautiful.”
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