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Senior Zoe Hoehn, AP art 
student, focuses in on her brush 

s t r o k e s 
as she 
b e g i n s 

the creation of her AP Art 
Portfolio. This carefully crafted 
piece of artwork is the outcome 
of everything Hoehn has learned 
in her year as an AP art student.

Each year, AP students 
spend most of their school year 
preparing for an exam in May. 
For AP Art students, however, 
their testing is a bit different 
from that of a student in an AP 
English or an AP History class. 
These students create portfolios 
that display their individual 
talents within art.

Students create portfolios 

to submit to AP graders. As of 
right now, the arts department 
is still figuring out the details 
as to how the portfolios will 
be submitted. Along with the 
portfolios, students submit 
explanations of what their pieces 
are about and what they used to 
create them. Portfolios are due 
to be submitted on May 20.

Senior Brevin McCormick, 
AP art student said, “It was up 
to us to pick what we wanted, 
but it just kinda came to mind. 
I chose to make creatures that 
are designed to make you feel a 

certain way.”
AP students were responsible 

for picking their own topics 
for their portfolios. They were 
given freedom to choose what 
they wanted to create. Once 
students brainstormed a couple 
of possibilities they could use, it 
was up to them to decide which 
idea they wanted to go with. 
It was time for them to start 
creating.

Senior Emily Avendaño, AP 
art student said, “I’m involved 
in art because it’s one way I can 
truly get the things in my mind 

o u t 
i n 

some 
f o r m . 

I love to 
draw characters 

and all that good stuff, but 
when I need to vent or release 
some negative emotions, art is 
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AP Art students work to finish portfolios
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SENIOR ZOE HOEHN works on her digital art in the art room on Tuesday, April 20.
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truly a way I can do that.”
Students drew inspiration for 

their portfolios from everyday 
items and objects. Something 
as simple as fruit sparked 
Hoehn’s creativity. She said she 
was inspired by “the fluidity 
of the painted fruit and the 
cohesiveness of the collage” for 
her portfolio. Where students 
draw inspiration from comes 
uniquely from their own minds.

Art finds people at different 
stages of their life. In elementary 
school, every student creates art, 
but as you reach older ages, art 
classes become more optional. 
Students pursue art classes 
in middle school and high 
school to further their sense of 
creativity. Senior Elexis Cash, 
AP art student, b e g a n 
creating art in 
the seventh 
g r a d e 
and has 
b e e n 
invo l ved 
a l l 

throughout high school. 
This experience has given 
her time to grow as an 
artist. Art is an escape 
from reality into a world 
of creativity for many who 
are involved. 

Cash said, “My favorite 
aspect is that you get to take 
your imagination and make 
absolutely anything you want 
and you get input from other 
artists that really help your art 
making process.”

Each artist has a preference 
of what style of art they enjoy 
creating. They all have their own 
interests and passions within 
art. Some artists enjoy more 
hands-on projects that are a bit 
messier, while others enjoy a 
digital aspect of art that opens 
them up to create numerous 

projects.
“I love digital art 
and collaging. 

Digital art is so 
fun since there 
are endless 
v a r i a t i o n s 
of whatever 
y o u ’ r e 

m a k i n g , 
and it’s 
easy to 

manipulate,” 
said Hoehn. 
“Collaging is the more tactile 
side, which I enjoy more since 
it’s so hands on. It’s really fun 
to be messy and still make 
something beautiful.”

Students through their own 
creations find joy and meaning. 
Each one started their journey 
with art and continue to create 
today. Taking a break from the 
stresses of daily life and being 
able to make something in a 
hands on environment serves 
as a kind of therapy for many 
art students. Involvement in 
the arts gives students a break 
from their academic classes 
throughout the school day. 

“I love being involved in art 
because you get to make things 
you can keep forever, and school 
can be stressful, so it’s always 
been nice to have a class that’s 
calm where I can be creative,” 
said Cash.

Within art, each student 

defines 
themselves through 

their work. Students love 
having the opportunity to 
create something on their own 
that represents their sense of 
creativity. They enjoy having 
time to expand their minds 
through their artwork.

Senior Sydney Jenkins, AP 
art student said, “I choose to 
be involved in art because it’s 
just such an expressive medium. 
There really is no limit to what 
you can create and the things 
you can get across with it, and 
being able to witness not only 
your own creativity but the 
unique perspectives of other 
people, is incredibly eye 
opening and is just an 
experience I don’t want 
to live without.”

AP art students 
c r e a t e 
e l a b o r a t e 
portfolios for 
AP graders 
to review. 
U s i n g 

their 
creativity and 

craftsmanship, their 
portfolios are remarkable 

works. AP art gives students 
the opportunity to display their 
works for the College Board.

Hoehn said, “Art is very 
therapeutic for me. I love the 
process of starting with a blank 
page and creating something 
beautiful and complete. Art 
embodies everything I love 
and I’m so thankful for Floyd 
Central’s visual arts program 
since I plan on being in the 
creative industry professionally.”

Art by Scarlett Hatton.


