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As other golfers continue to 
work on their swings, senior 
Judson Dukes hits a golf ball 
onto the green during an FC 
golf practice hoping for a birdie.

The boys’ golf team is 
preparing to take the course for 
their regular season and show 
their dominance with another 
state final appearance. 

“A couple of years ago, the 
team went to state and since the 
start of the season our coaches 
have said that our goal is to get 
back to state,” said sophomore 
Nathan Smith. 

As the team heads onto the 
course this season, there will 
be plenty of good competition 
to face and this includes each 
other.

“Our biggest competition 
this year is going to be ourselves, 
getting our head in the game and 
letting go of the last shot will 
improve our play tremendously. 
As far as other teams for the 
competition, there are a lot of 
great teams in the area that will 
make us push ourselves,” said 
freshman Gabe Lamb. 

The experience of what the 
tough competition this season 
will look like begins with  
tryouts.

“Tryouts are important to 
the team’s success because every 
week we are competing for a 
spot to play and that inner-
squad competition will help us 
meet our goals,” said Dukes.

The underclassmen are eager 
to take opportunities to learn 
from the upperclassmen. They 
want to get off on the right foot 
with this program and want to 
be successful as freshmen and 
sophomores.

“[We] underclassmen have 
a lot to learn from the seniors 
this year and from prior years. 
Our top two players, Judson 
Dukes and [senior] Christian 
McIntosh, are great examples of 
what [we] underclassmen hope 
to be like. Their positive attitude 
and leadership are something 
very important and something 
I look up to. Throughout the 
season, I’m eager to learn and 
enjoy the game from practice 
all the way to state with these 
guys,” said Lamb. 

The team is ready to prove 
themselves on the course  and 
play a full golf season.

“They’re hungry to have the 
opportunity to play the game of 
golf again since we were not able 
to have a season last year. They 
have the drive, determination, 
and willingness to work each 
and every day in practice in 
hopes [that] they will translate 
to good results in our matches,” 
said boys’ golf coach Brett 
Eades. 

This team’s success comes 
from more than just the skills 
they possess. Good coaching 
has been a reason this team has 
been and is so successful on the 
course.

“Our coaches are doing it all. 
They are devoted to everyone 

and everything about their 
game. The coaches are helping 
with things like our swing, 
course management, and how 
to be better people,” said Smith.  

With these big goals, the 
team is going to have to be like a 
family, support, and encourage 
each other every day. Team 
chemistry, along with skills, can 
take a team a long way.

“Team chemistry is very 
important because for a few 
months these guys are an 
extension of our family and 
that’s what it needs to be to win. 
When you are a part of a family 
it is bigger than just yourself 
and that will help us succeed. 
Winning and getting better is 
the goal, but there is a lot of fun 
to have out there as well,” said 
Dukes. 

The team’s success comes 
from a long FC golf tradition 
and the hopes to keep that 
tradition going, which is what 
makes this team so successful 
and will continue to do so in 
coming seasons.

“The rich tradition that the 
players have established over the 
past 20 years or more brings a 
tremendous amount of respect 
to our program throughout 
the state and certainly southern 
Indiana,” said Eades. 

This program will be one to 
watch out for this season as they 
look towards accomplishing 
great feats and standing on the 
Prairie View podium after all is 
said and done this year.

“I feel like these guys have 
a bad taste in their mouths in 
the fact that we weren’t able to 
have a season last year, and these 
seniors would have had the 
opportunity to do something 
Floyd Central has not done in 

the past ten years and that’s go 
to four straight state finals. They 
certainly have incentive to want 
to get back to the state finals,” 
said Eades. 

This storied program has a 
major impact on those in the 
program and will for years to 
come effect the underclassmen 
coming into the program.

“Floyd Central golf is a very 
storied program and years in the 
past have been very competitive,” 
said Dukes. “There are big shoes 
to fill, and it is an honor to be 
throwing on the uniform every 
match because there is respect 
that comes with the logo.”
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Boys’ golf swings for success this season
Boys Golf 
Sectional, 
Regional, 
and State 

Title Years
Sectional - 1980, ‘81, 
‘82, ‘85, ‘86, ‘87, ‘88, 
‘91, ‘94, ‘95, ‘99, ‘00, 
‘01, ‘04, ‘05, ‘06, ‘07, 
‘08, ‘09, ‘10, ‘11, ‘12, 
‘13, ‘14, ‘15,  ‘17, ‘18, ‘19

Regional - ‘93, ‘99, 
‘04, ‘05, ‘06

State - ‘06, ‘07

State Champion -
Lenny Hartlege ‘83 

Source: assistant 
principal of student 
activities Jeff 
Cerqueira

Christiano Corwin-Reyes/The Bagpiper

SENIOR JUDSON DUKES focuses and lines up his shot for a possible birdie 
at the FC golf practice on Friday, April 23. 


