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Getting a job is a big part of 
growing up, and many teenagers 
want to have the option of 
earning their own money to save 
or spend. However, for junior 
Corrina Hohl, she decided 
to turn her hobby of making 
jewelry into a small business. 

As students apply for jobs, 
many do not realize that they 
can turn their creative ideas into 
jobs. Starting entrepreneurship 
at a young age can help teach 
how to run a business and 
manage financials earlier in life. 

Hohl said, “I think 
entrepreneurship is important 
to start at a young age because 
it is something that can help 
you in the future when looking 
for a job, or if you have a small 
business, like me. In the future, 
I hope to be bigger than where 
I am now and having that 
entrepreneurial mindset will 
definitely help me.”

Not only do small businesses 
earn students an income, but 
it allows for them to learn 
important life skills in the future. 
Personal finance and business 
teacher Elexia McGowan says 
that work ethic and having 

organizational skills helps build 
the foundation of working in a 
career setting.

McGowan said, “Discipline 
begins at an early age. If you start 
now, students will have a better 
chance and get their dream job 
and will have developed work 
ethic skills for the future.  Plus, 
everyone needs money, right?”

Social media can play an 
important role in making a 
name and becoming known. 
Nowadays, many people use 
social media or Etsy to get word 
to customers about their work. 
Former 2020 FC graduate 
Meg Edwards has turned her 
passion for glass paintings into 
a lucrative business. 

Edwards said, “I use TikTok 
as my main platform to promote 
my business, since that’s where 
most of my following is. I also 
use Instagram to announce new 
information about the paintings 
themselves. The support I 
gained from my following on 
TikTok has helped me reach out 
to other possible customers.” 

Using social media to reach 
others has allowed many up and 
coming businesses to expand 
their industry. With making 
custom homemade pieces, social 
media makes it easier for people 
to express their personal style 
and ideas. 

Hohl said, “I 
make custom pieces 
for people who want 
something specific 
that I do not already 
have done. I do make 
several pieces, so I can 
post them and show 
my followers to maybe 
give them ideas on 
what they would want 
if they wanted to make 
a custom order. People 
can reach me through 
my instagram which is 
@corrinacorrina._”

Making custom 
pieces can take a lot 
of time and effort, 
but the outcome can 
be very rewarding. 
For Edwards, the 
experience of being in 
quarantine made her 
realize the talent she 
possessed when one 
of her TikTok videos 
blew up about her 
glass paintings. 

“I started making 
[glass paintings] 
during my winter 
break, but I only 
started to sell them 
once I gained a 
following on TikTok. 
After one of my videos 
blew up, I was able to 
turn my hobby into 
a business just before 
the new year,” said Edwards. 

Opening a business can be 
the most difficult part. Fear 
can be a person’s worst enemy, 
but learning life skills from the 
classroom can help overcome 
some of those obstacles.

McGowan said, “I feel 
that the classes I teach prepare 
students for real world 

situations.  Life skills if you will. 
You have to be willing to take a 
risk. Getting over the fear is half 
the battle.”

It can take a lot of work and 
effort to manage school and a 
small business at the same time, 
but if it is something that a 
person is passionate about then 
it is all worth it. Each business 
is unique and has their own way 

of personalizing their store to 
better fit their customers.  

Hohl said, “My business 
differs from other small 
businesses because I’m always 
trying to make something that 
nobody else does, and everything 
from me is handmade, from 
the jewelry to the handwritten 
thank you notes that come with 
every order.”

Wednesday, April 28, 2021 Page 3FEATURES

Student business owners share experience
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JUNIOR CORRINA HOHL creates pieces of jewelry for her small business. “Having a 
small business has helped me learn how to manage money and work with people,” 
said Hohl.
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Small Business Contact Info
- Meg Edwards’s Etsy account: Megsglasspaintings
 
- Meg Edward’s TikTok: j_stuck 

- Meg Edward’s Instagram: megaboo1206

- Corrina Hohl’s Instagram: corrinacorrina._


