
It seems like every year, as more and 
more people open their minds to change, 
politicians try and find new ways to 
target minorities. 

Human rights are something often 
discussed in the United States, the 
most common question seeming to be, 
“Should they have them at all?”

Arkansas does not seem to think so. 
In March of 2021, Arkansas became 

the first state to completely ban doctors 
from providing young transgender people 
gender-affirming healthcare. Permission 
from parents does not matter, nor does 
the advice of medical professionals and 
trans people who have actually been 
through the experience. 

The bill, ironically enough, is 
called The Save Adolescents From 
Experimentation act, or SAFE act. 

Masquerading as a way to protect 
children under 18 from experimental 
treatment, the bill makes it impossible 
for transgender youth to access the 
treatment they need to feel safe in 
their own bodies. 

This includes hormone therapy 
as well as surgeries, both of which 
have been used by people all across 
the world, and cannot be called 
experimental by any means. In fact, 
a study done by AACC’s Clinical 
Chemistry journal shows that 
hormone treatment is actually less 
dangerous than birth control pills, 
something that is used by many. 

The article, “Studies Find That 
Transgender Hormone Therapy Is 
Less Risky Than Birth Control Pills,” 
states that, “...hormone therapy for 
transgender people increases the risk 
of blood clots less than birth control 
pills and does not increase the risk of 
cardiovascular disease at all.” 

Despite this, the legislators refuse to 
acknowledge the effect their choices will 
have. 

An article by John Riley of Metro 

Weekly, “Arkansas committee passes 
bill banning trans youth from accessing 
gender-affirming health care,” condemns 
the new legislation. Several interviews 
point out the hypocrisy, suspicious 
wording, and heartlessness of the bill. 

One of them is with Rumba Yambu, the 
founder of Intransitive, an Arkansas-based 
transgender community organization.

“I want to remind you that the U.S. 
Supreme Court has recognized time 
and time again, parents’ constitutional 
right to care, custody and control 
of their children. Arkansas even has 
vaccine exemptions for religious and 
philosophical reasons. So you need to 
think about that in the way that this bill 
is worded,” said Yambu. 

What is more, suicide rates have gone 
up during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
and this bill will only make things worse. 
A study by the Trevor Project, the world’s 
largest LGBTQ+ suicide prevention 
organization and crisis line, showed that 
more than half of transgender youth have 
considered suicide in the past year, a 
percentage that is just as worrying as it is 
disheartening. 

This is not the only time Arkansas 
has decided to follow through with 
transphobic legislation. Other bills have 
also been passed, such as banning trans 
women from playing sports, or giving 
doctors the right to refuse to treat patients 
due to “religious or moral objections.” 

This is blatantly discriminatory, not 
in the least because doctors should 
not be allowed to let people die for 
an act of pettiness and bigotry. It is 
their job to save people regardless of 
moral, religious, or racial opposition. 
If they wanted to be judge, jury, and 
executioner, they should have gone 
into law. 

With more anti-trans bills being 
considered in other states, the mental 
health of trans people is going to 
continue to spiral downward. When 
legislators pass these bills, they fail to 
consider, or just do not care, what 

effect this will have on the young people 
of America. 

As Intransitive said on their Facebook 
page, “It takes an incredible amount 
of hate and disregard for human life to 
target Trans children in this way.”
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