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The Greatest Showman inspires, teaches
Kaleigh Schuler
Journalism I Reporter

The Greatest Showman is a 
movie musical based on the life 
of P.T. Barnum. The movie has 
a lot of elements that were in 
P.T. Barnum’s life. For example, 
he was only 15 years old when 
his father died and he had to 
take care of his five brothers and 
sisters. In the movie, it shows 
young P.T. Barnum (Elis Rubin) 
taking care of his father. It also 
shows him going to meet this 
girl, Charity Hallett (Skyler 
Dunn), who later became his 
wife. 

Barnum partnered with 
James A. Bailey and their show 
was called, “The greatest show 
on Earth,” hence the name of 
the movie. The movie starts out 
with young P.T. Barnum staring 
into a shop window dreaming 
about the circus and “the 
greatest show.” He goes and sees 
young Charity at her glorious, 
lavish house. Her father and 
many others believe that he will 
never amount to anything. 

Then together they sing “A 
Million Dreams.” The song 
starts out with them at little 
kids and ends with Hugh 
Jackman playing P.T. Barnum 
and Michelle Williams playing 
Charity Hallett Barnum. When 
P.T. Barnum comes to pick 
her up, he said to Mr. Hallett, 
“Sir, I know I don’t come from 
much, but I will take care of 
your daughter and I will give 
her life as grand as this one.” 
Mr. Hallett then said, “She’ll be 
back. Sooner or later, she’ll tire 
of your life of having nothing, 
and she’ll come running back 
home.” They have two children 

together, Caroline Barnum 
(Austyn Johnson) and Helen 
Barnum (Cameron Seely).  

P.T. Barnum gets fired from 
the newspaper company and 
decides he wants to start a 
business. He asks the bank for 
collateral and buys a museum 
filled with wax figures. Not 
many people show up, and it 
gets his spirits down. One night 
Caroline asks him if he sold any 
tickets that day. Then Helen 
says, “I think you have too many 
dead things in your museum, 

daddy.” Caroline said, “She’s 
right, you need something alive, 
something sensational.” This 
gives him the idea for the circus. 

The Greatest Showman is 
an inspirational movie that 
celebrates the birth of show 
business and dreams coming 
true. The lessons learned from 
the movie can be applied to 
real life. One lesson learned in 
the movie is don’t be afraid to 
be who you are. As Lady Lattie 
Lutz (Keala Settle) sings, “I am 
brave, I am bruised, I am who 

I’m meant to be. This is me.” Or 
“I am not scared to be seen. I 
make no apologies. This is me.” 
Another lesson we can learn is to 
not get caught up in fame and 
drama. Remember our roots 
and what we were originally 
trying to accomplish. 

Actors and actresses that 
are exceptionally good at their 
role are Jackman, Williams, 
Settle, Zac Efron playing Phillip 
Carlyle, and Zendaya Maree 
Stoermer playing Anne Wheeler. 
They all tell the story in a great 

way by being over the top and 
dramatic when they sing and 
dance. All of them give 110% in 
every scene they take part in and 
you can tell they are having fun. 
They make you feel like you are 
really at the greatest show. 

The music in The Greatest 
Showman is phenomenal. It is 
one of the reasons the movie is 
so good. Some of the best songs 
in The Greatest Showman are 
“The Greatest Show,” “This is 
Me,” “Rewrite the Stars,” and 
“Come Alive.”

The hit 2017 film leads viewers through P.T. Barnum’s life while providing inspirational life lessons to be themselves
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