
Abby Hoffman
News Reporter

As a school year like no other 
nears its end, many people find 
themselves curious as to what 
next year will look like. Even 
though hopes are high for a 
“normal” year, there are still 
many questions left unanswered, 
and no one knows exactly what 
to expect. 

“I would like to see us get 
back to normal as possible next 
year, with no interruptions; 
no outbreaks that cause us 
to shut down,” said associate 

superintendent Louie Jensen. 
Because students age 16 and 

older can receive the COVID-19 
vaccine, case numbers have been 
decreasing. As most students 
have been able to return to 
school full-time, they are eager 
to do the same next year.

“I feel better now compared 
to when I was virtual because 
I can talk with more of my 
friends, and I’ve been doing 
better in quizzes [and] tests 
since I can learn better. I like 
being able to communicate with 
more people. I think it would 
be best if we were to go back 

to full capacity next year,” said 
freshman Nevida Akand. 

While this year has no 
doubt been a struggle for all, 
administrators say they have 
worked their hardest 
and done their best to 
allow every student to 
be successful in their 
learning, remote or in-
person. 

“Virtual learning 
was a place for teachers 
and students to learn 
and grow. It worked 
better for some age 
groups than it did 
for others, but our 
teachers and admin 
really stepped up and 
met the challenge,” said Jensen. 

Students have found this 
year to be both harder and easier 
in different aspects of their 
schooling. Many teachers have 
changed some of their policies 
when it comes to assignments 
and exams. Some students have 
found their grades increase, 
while others have decreased. 

“I think [returning back 
to school] would improve my 
grades, but I’d have to work 
harder than I did this year. My 
teachers have made tests open-
note or made the test easier 
than normal because of the 
pandemic, but next year this 
will probably change,” said 
Adkand. 

Despite the questions and 
unknown answers about next 
year, students and staff are 
hopeful for the future. Seeing 
things slowly improve can be 
very encouraging. 

“I much prefer in-person 
learning. I am glad that the 
school board and the CDC feel 
that we are in a good enough 
place in the pandemic to fully 

go back,” said sophomore Bekah 
Buckman. 

Making the choice to fully 
return to school next year is not 
as simple as it may seem. Every 

age group has to be considered 
for every option; what may 
work just fine for high school 
students may not work at all for 
elementary school students. 

“Ideally, we would get back 
to normal as possible next year 
with as many students attending 
in the building as we can. I 
think that it is important that 
kindergarten through eighth 
grade  attend in person; virtual 
learning just doesn’t work 
the best for them. The true 
school experience comes with 
physically going to school,” said 
Jensen. 

As the 2021-22 school year 
approaches, more rapidly each 
day, school administration 
works to create a solution that 
benefits everyone while keeping 
the current pandemic and its 
unpredictable state in mind. 

“We expect to add an 
eighteenth school to the district 
-- the New Albany-Floyd 
County Virtual Academy,” said 
superintendent Brad Snyder. 

This plan still has many 
unknowns and more questions 

to work through, but NAFCS 
administration hopes that this 
new school will allow virtual 
students to feel successful and 
keep the hybrid situation to a 

minimum. 
“Hybrid learning is 

extremely difficult for 
the teachers. I hope 
that we never have to 
do it again. It is very 
difficult for teachers to 
serve two masters at the 
same time, in-person 
students and virtual 
students,” said Snyder. 

Most teachers in the 
NAFCS school district 
are not trained to be 
virtual teachers. This 

means that teaching through 
a computer has been more of 
a challenge than it could have 
been. Administration is doing 
what they can to get students 
back in the school buildings. 

“Ideally, for next year 
instruction we will have 
our students in front of a 
quality teacher,” said assistant 
superintendent Bill Briscoe. 

Students have seen their 
teachers struggle with hybrid 
learning. Technical difficulties 
arise, students are not really 
present, and teachers have to 
split their attention and focus. 

“I like full capacity because 
it’s a lot easier to learn in class 
when everyone is there. The 
teachers would engage more 
and not have to worry about 
the online students,” said junior 
Xinke “Keke” Solomon.

With this new plan brings 
many questions, most of which 
unfortunately do not have 
answers. But it is trusted that 
students and staff will do what 
they have been doing for the 
past year, adapt and persevere. 
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““I would like to see us 
get back to normal as 
possible next year, with no 
interruptions; no outbreaks 
that cause us to shut down.

““

Louie Jensen
associate superintendent

Administration discusses next year’s plans

SOPHOMORE ALYSSA OCHSNER uses her chromebook to virtually complete 
her homework. “Working virtually is beneficial because I can quickly get 
in touch with my teachers and see what assignments are due soon,” said 
Ochsner.
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