
On Thursday, March 25, 2021, 
Georgia Governor Brian Kemp signed 
into law an extreme, restrictive voting 
bill. This bill, according to an NPR 
Morning Edition report on Friday, 
March 26, “adds an ID requirement for 
mail-in voting, replacing the signature 
match process. It bans anyone from 
giving food or drink to a voter waiting 
in line at a polling place. It limits where 
absentee ballot drop boxes can go. It 
adds new powers for the state election 
board to intervene in county election 
management.”

The bill includes a lot of different 
aspects to it. As NPR reported, it takes 
away the signature match process. 
According to an AP Fact Check, voters 
who request an absentee ballot by paper 
application must sign the application, 
and then election officials are able to 

compare the signature to the one in voter 
registration files. This certifies that a voter 
is who they say they are, without needing 
to present an ID, which costs money. 
According to Ballotpedia, as of March 
2018, eight states charged 20 dollars or 
less, while 14 states charged 40 dollars or 
more, for driver’s licenses.

So, what does this mean? This means 
that by requiring an ID to vote, Georgia 
limits access to voting to people who can 
afford an ID. Granted, some states accept 
tribal ID, military ID, or other state-
issued IDs, according to the National 
Conference of State Legislatures, but this 
is still an extra hurdle that lower class 
voters have to jump over just to vote.

However, this is not the biggest 
issue. Absentee ballots are now far more 
restricted as to where they can be dropped 
off. Additionally, the law makes it a crime 
to hand out food and water to voters at 
the polls. That part, though it seems very 
minor, baffles me the most. Why is it a 
crime to bring snacks and water to voters 
who have been standing in line for hours, 

just waiting to cast their ballots?
According to the Brennan Center for 

Justice, “hours-long lines to vote are more 
often in Black and brown communities.” 
This means that this part of the law is a 
direct attack on minorities, which is just 
another way Republicans have managed 
to restrict voting of people who will not 
vote for them.

By far the worst part of this law is its ban 
on Sunday voting. In African-American 
communities across the country, the 
Sunday church crowd will carpool to the 
polls after church to exercise their right 
to vote. This is an effort of getting more 
black people out to vote, especially for 
those who cannot drive or would not 
have time to otherwise. In a March 6 
article published on the New York Times 
website, this push to vote after church as 
a group is known as “souls to the polls.” 
The ban on Sunday voting, although it 
does allow for up to one Sunday in Oct. 
at the discretion of the local registrar, is a 
direct attack on large groups of African-
American citizens who vote after church. 

This country has a long history of 
putting restrictions on voting in place 
that disproportionately affect black 
communities, such as the literacy 
requirement, which was not outlawed 
until 1965. This bill’s ban on Sunday 
voting is no different. Georgia Republican 
state representatives were upset by the 
push from black communities to vote, 
which helped President Joe Biden win 
Georgia, which has not happened since 
1992, as well as the two Democratic 
wins to the U.S. Senate in Jan. 2021 that 
black voters ultimately won, according to 
a January 7 article from FiveThirtyEight. 
This is the only possible explanation 
for why they have decided to restrict a 
day for voting that directly affects black 
communities across Georgia.

Additionally, Georgia is not the only 
state to pass a law such as this. The New 
York Times reported that states such as 
Iowa, Arizona, and Texas have also passed 
similar laws to restrict voting access 
especially for minorities.

While the 2020 Presidential Election 
saw record shattering turnout with about 
two-thirds of registered voters casting 
ballots, we still have a problem with 
voter suppression and low turnout. Sure, 
this past election was up by about 10%  
from the 2016 election, but we still have 
a long way to go. It should not be so 
difficult to vote, especially for minority 
communities, Election Day should be a 
national holiday with paid time off to 
vote, and restrictions such as limiting 
absentee ballot drop-off, banning 
handing out snacks and water to voters, 
and putting a stop to Sunday voting 
should not be happening. We should be 
encouraging voting, not suppressing it. 

To those who are having their right 
to vote suppressed or who deal with 
difficulty voting because of laws such as 
the Georgia law, keep fighting, and keep 
speaking out against this. Your voices 
matter, and they should be heard--vote 
and speak out.
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Georgia’s recent voting law, signed by Governor Brian Kemp, is over the line and prevents Americans from voting


