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Reflection on an 
impactful year
As 2020 comes to a close, people reflect on the 
events this year that have changed the world
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thebagpiper
Readers, 

Welcome to the third digital issue of the Bagpiper for the 2020-
2021 school year. In this issue, we covered a wide range of 

topics, including finals, the 2020 presidential Election, holiday traditions, 
wrestling, and last night’s choir concerts. This issue’s 1 in 1800 features 
wrestler and junior Karli Neathamer. Our editorial discusses election 
validity and addresses the claims of fraud that arose when the election was 
called. Other stories can be found in the table of contents below. 

If you have any suggested story topics or questions, feel free to email 
us at bagpiper.fchs@gmail.com. Also, be sure to check out our online 
coverage of events by visiting our website at fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com, 
@fchsbagpiper on Instagram, and @FCHSBagpiper on Twitter. Thank 
you for reading, and we hope you enjoy.

Cara Akin, News Editor
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Abby Hoffman
News Reporter

It is finally testing season, but instead 
of students walking into classrooms to 
finish unit tests and finals, students are 
setting up a second camera and checking 
their WiFi to take assessments in their 
bedrooms.

This time of year, students would 
normally be preparing for finals and 
other big unit tests, but now that the 
rest of the semester is all-virtual, testing 
has completely changed for students and 
teachers.

“The tests are now online, and most 
of the questions involve higher-level 
thinking instead of simple recalling. 
Also, tests are stringently timed and 
monitored,” said English teacher Mark 
Haviland. 

Teachers have also had to change 
the format of tests to accommodate all-
virtual learning.

“I’ve had to change the length of 
assessments, as well as the format of 
many of my assessments,” said Spanish 
teacher Amanda Ford.

One of the most noticeable effects of 
virtual testing is the stress on students 
and teachers.

“The biggest difference I have seen 
testing virtually is the draining effect 
it has on both teachers and students. 
Teachers have to modify all of the 
prior exams they have given and create 
a virtual exam that is both fair yet 
challenging, whereas students have to 
find a quiet place at home and learn how 
to take an assessment in such a unique 
environment,” said senior Brooke Ellis.

New distractions and roadblocks arise 
as testing is done at home. Students are 
finding it even more stressful than the 
more traditional paper and pencil tests.

“It is way more stressful to test online, 
and harder. For math and science classes, 
I like to go through and underline things 
and write things on my paper, and circle 

questions to come back to later. None of 
that is possible with a virtual test,” said  
senior Jade Coxon.

However, some students have had 
a more positive experience with testing 
virtually. 

“I prefer testing online. I just feel like 
it’s easier to do because on paper tests 
you have to erase and rewrite all your 
answers if you mess up,” said freshman 
Sydnee Metzinger. 

Some teachers have also decided to 
use project-based assessments instead of 
traditional tests.

“We have been giving project-based 
assessments which means instead of 
it being a one-day test with 20 plus 
questions, we are giving them a two-, 
maybe three-day project that allows them 
time to show what they are learning from 
our lessons,” said math teacher Samantha 
Poindexter. 

One of the biggest issues teachers 
have faced is preventing students from 
cheating and using other resources 
during tests. 

“A lot of the times a teacher can just 
tell, as we can even without the current 
layout …other times it may be that 
something looks just like the layout on 
someone else’s test or just the way it is 
shown on an app like PhotoMath.” said 
Poindexter. 

Some teachers are reducing the risk 
of cheating through various technology 
resources. 

“There are various safe-guards, [such 
as]  cameras, Blocksi, Google Meet data, 
etcetera, that we have, so I rely on them 
as much as possible,” said Ford.

Not only are unit tests and quizzes 
looking different this semester, but finals 
are as well. Because of the difficulties 
that arise with virtual testing, there is no 
requirement for teachers to give finals 
this semester. 

“More advanced courses will have 
finals like usual; however, other classes 
will have an alternate assignment,” said 
Haviland.

Despite these changes, students expect 

that the next few weeks of testing will still 
be stressful.

“I think finals will have very negative 
effects because it will be really hard for 
teachers to create a virtual exam and it 
will be hard for students to find a space 
that will be quiet enough for a student to 
take such a long exam,” said Ellis.

To reduce the stress of finals on 
students, a new schedule has been created 
for testing.

“If teachers have assessments, they 
will be turned in or completed by the 
students on the following days. Dec. 11 
and 16, English and world language, Dec. 
14 and 17, social studies and science, 
Dec. 15 and 18, math and electives,” said  

principal Rob Willman.
Although there are main difficulties 

that come along with virtual testing, 
it is important to remember that both 
teachers and students have been working 
hard to make virtual testing work.

“I think a lot of teachers have been 
listening to our comments and trying 
to change tests to make them more 
manageable online, but really there isn’t 
always a good solution. Everyone’s trying 
their best, though,” said Coxon.

Testing traditionally has always been 
stressful for teachers and students, and 
now that it is all-virtual, everyone is faced 
with a new set of issues, but with new 
problems comes new solutions.
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Teachers, faculty adjust for virtual finals

SOPHOMORE BRENDAN NICKLESS takes a test on his chromebook.

Nate HynesNate Hynes//The BagpiperThe Bagpiper

Meghana Mohankumar
News Reporter



Zoe Nowling
Sports Reporter

The fans cheer loudly for 
senior Gavinn Alstott as he 
pins down his opponent on the 
mat for the first this season, his 
senior season, beginning the 
wrestling season with hopefully 
big successes ahead.

The wrestling team is starting 
another season with hopes to be 
successful and get back on the 
state podium. The team has had 
an unusual pre-season because 
of COVID-19 restrictions and 
rules for everyone to be safe, but 
they hope to be successful and 
get back on the state podium.

“Pre-season was very different 
from a typical pre-season for 
me. However, I took advantage 
of the situation as best I could, 
and found ways to have fun 
workouts,” said Alstott.

FC Wrestling [FCW] is 
putting in work on and off 
the mat to ensure their success 
this season and get back on the 
podium at state.

“The work is making this 
team better and better each day, 
every day we’re on the mat we’re 
getting a little bit better than the 
day before,” said junior James 
“J” Conway.

The team’s coaches are 
playing a really big part in their 
team’s success and they continue 
to push their team to be the best 
they can be.

“We have coaches that are 
involved and are working with 
us during the offseason to help 
us get better year-round,” said 
junior Louis Knable.

As this season begins, FCW 
is looking back at past success 
to see how they can build to 

prepare for the season ahead.
“We always build off each 

other’s energy and success 
and our success as a team and 
individuals last year feeds into 
this year,” said Knable. 

Setting goals is a big part 
of making sure that you are 
successful, especially in a sport 
like wrestling, and the coaches 
are making sure that the team 
does not solely focus on the goals 
they set, but also on themselves 
as individuals.

“Our goal is to focus on the 
process of being not just a great 
wrestler but a person. If we can 
do all of those things then we 

will have success as a team. We 
rarely talk about goals. Yes, we 
set them, but we emphasize the 
importance of the process of 
trying to achieve those goals,” 
said head coach Brandon Sisson.

The team is also thinking 
about what is the biggest goal 
for them to get to the level they 
achieved last season and higher 
once the postseason rolls around 
this year.

“We have a pretty good 
program that will help our guys 
to continue to peak as the season 
progresses. One thing that we 
try to do is make our schedule 
though. We try to find matches 

that challenge our best guys,” 
said Sisson.

Within every team, there are 
always key players, or in this 
case key wrestlers, to watch out 
for, and these top performers 
and their teammates are why 
FCW is a top program. Knable, 
Conway, senior Jake Happel, 
Alstott, freshman Hunter May, 
and freshman Bray Emerine are 
the wrestlers to look out for this 
season, according to Sisson. 

A new first happened 
this season on the team with 
the addition of junior Karli 
Neathamer as the first female 
wrestler in FCW history.

”It feels great; I get to be a 
role model for other girls to step 
up and join,” said Neathamer.

With it being her first season 
on the team, there are some big 
challenges to overcome, but she 
is getting the hang of the sport 
and the team atmosphere.

“The season started hard 
since it’s my first year, but I’m 
having a great time learning and 
improving on things. I’ve also 
met some nice teammates,” said 
Neathamer. 

With all the new changes 
that are going on and all the past 
successes to drive them, there 
is nothing that will stop FCW 
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Wrestling sets up for success this season

Kate ZuverinkKate Zuverink//The BagpiperThe Bagpiper

SENIOR GAVINN ALSTOTT wrestles his opponent at a match against Jasper at FC on Thursday, Dec. 3.
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on their way back to the state 
tournament and podium.

“We have a lot of people on 
the team trying to do big things. 
If things work out we will have 
the best postseason in team 
history,” said Knable. 

With lots of members of the 
team trying to accomplish the 
big goals they have set, the team 
is looking to improve during the 
regular season and peak towards 
the end to be ready for the 
postseason.

“We don’t peak until [the] 
postseason comes around so we 
consider the regular season a 
time of learning and building. 
We should still see great success 
through the regular season 
though,” said Knable. 

The regular season is a 
warm-up for this team and 
how they stack up against the 
competition they face will help 
them determine how they will 
stack up against the competition 
at the state level.

“This year our team is going 
to stack up very well against 
the competition. I believe 
that we have the best Floyd 
Central wrestling team in recent 
memory if everything goes as 
planned,” said Alstott.

The most important part of 
making sure this season works 
well for the team is seeing how 
their matches go and how and 
when they peak in the season 
against big competition.

“We have a pretty good 
program that will help our 
[team] to continue to peak as 
the season progresses. One thing 
that we try to do is make our 
schedule though. We try to find 
matches that challenge our best 
guys,” said Sisson.

One of the most important 
parts of having a successful team 
and season is how the team 
encourages and helps each other 

become the best wrestler they 
can be.

“The team is working very 
hard to push each other to be 
the best. Our leaders in the 
room, including myself, have 
made it a point to hold everyone 
accountable,” said Alstott. 

Before they can be their best, 
FCW has to continue to work 
and make improvements to 
reach their goals and continue 
the success they have had in 
recent years.

“As a team, we are always 
focused on intensity, so we are 
trying to build on that,” said 
Knable. 

Even though this season has 
had major differences this has 
brought a change in mentality 
for the team this season.

“The mentality is going to be 
different a little because of the 
circumstance[s], but we’re trying 
to treat it like a normal year. Just 
work hard and get better. We’re 
also very grateful for each and 
every day of practice that we are 
given and make the most of it,” 
said Conway.

Even through difficult 
circumstances, the team and the 
guys on the team seem to have 
big expectations for this season, 
just like their coaches.

“I think the team is capable 
of a lot this year. I think we will 
be conference, sectional and 
regional title contenders,” said 
Conway. 

This team is a force to be 
reckoned with and is bound to 
have an extremely successful 
season and maybe even get 
another state championship ring 
in the process.

Alstott said, “This team is 
going to be a team to watch 
[our for] this season. We have 
the talent and work ethic to 
make some big things happen 
this season.”

How is a wrestling match scored?
“TAKEDOWN - T2 - 2 points - Awarded after one of the neutral wrestlers gets 
behind the opponent and forces them down to the mat to their stomach or 
side or knees or weight on all fours OR takes them directly to their back or 
buttocks without getting behing them AND becomes the offensive wrestler. 
Neutral to offense is a two point takedown. If you go from neutral to defense, 
you were taken down.”

“ESCAPE - E1 - 1 point - Awarded after the defensive wrestler gets out from 
underneath the opponent’s control and gets into the neutral position AND is 
facing the opponent. Defense to Neutral is a one point escape.”

“REVERSAL - R2 - 2 points - Awarded after the defensive wrestler gets out from 
underneath the opponent’s control and gets on top of and/or behind the 
opponent in one move AND becomes the offensive wrestler...Defense to Offense 
is a two point reversal.”

“NEAR FALL 2 - N2 - 2 points - Awarded after the offensive wrestler turns the 
defensive wrestler over onto their back and holds them at a 45 degree angle 
or less for between 2-4 seconds (2-4 counts by the referee)...Defense on their 
Back.”

“NEAR FALL 3 - N3 - 3 points - Awarded after the offensive wrestler holds the 
defensive wrestler within near fall criteria for five seconds or more in a row (5 
counts by the referee), instead of the two point near fall...Defense on their Back 
Longer.”

“NEAR FALL 4 - N4 - 4 points - Awarded when the match is stopped due to 
the defensive wrestler being injured and/or screaming out to stop the match 
(unethical unless they are really injured) after being held within near fall 
criteria for five or more seconds, instead of the 3 point near fall. Defense on 
their Back Longer and Injured.”

“PENALTY POINTS - P1 or P2 - 1 or 2 points - A wrestler in any of the three scoring 
positions can earn one or two penalty points when their opponent breaks 
the rules of wrestling. These rules include no stalling...no swearing, kicking, 
scratching, biting, hitting, body slamming an opponent to the mat, bending 
any body part beyond its normal range of motion...or using holds from the 
illegal holds’ list.”

“CAUTION and CAUTION POINT - C and C1 - 0 and 1 point - A wrestler in any of the 
three scoring positions can earn one caution point from the opponent’s third 
caution on for each time the opponent is cautioned by the referee for starting 
too quick before the whistle OR by lining up incorrectly when starting from the 
referee’s position or from on feet.”

Source: “Folkstyle Wrestling Rules Explained” by Phil Henning and The 
Predicament Wrestling Score Book.
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Society to blame for continued inequality

The United States of America 
as a country has existed for 
roughly 244 years, if we are 
going by the day the Declaration 
of Independence was signed. 
They made a call to arms against 
oppressors, fighting for liberty 
and justice for all. The fight for 
the free man.

The United States of America 
has been a land of discrimination 
and inequality for all 244 of 
those years.

Our country has always 
seemed to have a two-steps-
forward, one-step-back approach 
to issues of discrimination. 

Slavery was outlawed, and Jim 
Crow laws were set into place. 
The first black president was 
elected, and a racist president 
followed immediately after him. 
Although many inequality issues 
have been resolved, not enough 
changes have been made to 
stop the blatant bigotry in our 
country.

This year, the awareness that 
a change is needed has been a lot 
more widespread compared to 
the past decade, or even several 
decades. The Black Lives Matter 
[BLM] movement has taken the 
country by storm since George 
Floyd was murdered by a 
police officer on May 25. Since 
then, there have been peaceful 
protests, riots, and thousands of 
people and political campaigns 

speaking out against the police 
brutality that has plagued our 
nation since the system was set 
in place. 

And yet, the man who killed 
Breonna Taylor is charged with 
wanton endangerment, instead 
of killing an innocent woman, 
and his accomplices face no 
charges.

Two steps forward, one step 
back.

As a white woman speaking 
from an outside perspective, I 
know I will never come close to 
understanding the generational 
trauma that people of color 
face every day. However, as a 
human with empathy, what I do 
understand disgusts me. 

In 2015, an investigation by 
the Washington Post discovered 

Into the 
Rainbow
Chloe Finn

that the FBI was undercounting 
fatal shootings by on-duty 
police officers every year, due 
to voluntary police reports 
failing to accurately report the 
casualties. The numbers the 
FBI provided were proven to 
be incorrect by over half of the 
reported value. 

After this discovery, a study 
was set in motion to find out 
just how many fatal shootings 
were caused by the police every 
year.

In the past five years, the 
Washington Post has logged 
a steady rate of nearly 1,000 
deaths a year. That is 5,000 
people. 

The same study shows that 
despite being less than 13 
percent of the population, black 
people are killed at more than 
twice the rate than white people 
are.

Those numbers should scare 
you. Even though more and 
more people are speaking up as 
the years go by, there has been 
no resolve to the issue. People 
are hurt and dying, but it goes 
on and on without stopping. 

BLM is not a new movement. 
The hashtag trended on Twitter 
in 2013, and activists for the 
cause started advocating in the 
2016 election four years ago. It 
was only after George Floyd’s 
death that the majority of 
people took real notice.

Why did it take so long? 
This is fueled by decades 

worth of turned heads and 
apathy in a learned society. 
Ending white silence is 
important because in a country 
where racism is still strong, 
we have a duty to listen to 
minorities, and we often do not.

However, this is also fueled 
by decades worth of covering up 
abuse after abuse.

Some time after a war with 
the labor unions in the 1930s, 
the police formed their own 
unions. It has been shown 
that the police union has been 
covering for officers that have a 
history of brutality and abuse. 
The Mother Jones article “The 
Infuriating History of Why 
Police Unions Have So Much 
Power” shows that these unions 
are not the same. Instead, they 
fight for people who in any 
other situation would have been 
fired, and most likely arrested. 

The hypocrisy of the situation 
is staggering. If a teacher, or any 
adult, were to shoot a student  
or person for even a small 
infraction, they would face jail 
time. Cops have not only gotten 
away with these crimes, they 
have also kept their jobs.

It is not news that the police 
defend their own. In fact, it even 
has its own term, known as the 
“blue wall of silence.” Officers 
have a recorded habit of staying 
silent due to an unspoken 
code. In the USA Today article 
“Why an ex-FBI agent decided 
to break through the blue wall 
of silence,” a former FBI agent 
confesses that staying silent is 
par for the course when serving.

Things like this only 
encourage the deeply rooted 
racism in our country’s police 
force. 

The United States started as a 
caricature of a free country, and 
even with the steps our country 
has taken, it is not enough. 
People are dying. Do not brush 
it to the side. Do your research.

Say their names.

Chloe FinnChloe Finn//The BagpiperThe Bagpiper

Agree or disagree? Submit a reader letter to bagpiper.fchs@gmail.com to offer another side.
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National Honor Society promotes values
Catherine Amos
News Reporter

On Sept. 27, 69 students 
entered the FC gymnasium to 
be inducted into the National 
Honor Society [NHS]. Proud 
parents dotted the bleachers. 
FC counselor and NHS sponsor 
Larissa Jerke took to the stage. 

“National recognition 
programs like the National 
Honor Society strive to place 
a much-needed emphasis and 
spotlight on whole-person 
growth,” states the NHS 
website. 

Students have to meet a 
minimum GPA requirement and 
participate in their community. 
Their membership recognizes 
these achievements. For new 
members and their sponsor, 
however, the NHS means more 
than just recognition.

“It is a program that elevates 
our school’s commitment 
to the values of four pillars: 
scholarship, service, leadership, 
and character,” said Jerke. 

Inductees vow to uphold 
these pillars as NHS members. 
On the surface, they seem 
simple. But for each student, 
these pillars can mean something 
different. 

“Being a member of the 
National Honor Society means 
being kind and respectful 
towards everyone, never 
refraining from lending others a 
hand, and devoting 100% effort 
to my school work,” said senior 
and NHS member Lauren 
Fancher. 

Students join the NHS 
for a variety of reasons, as the 
program offers benefits like 
scholarships, college advisors, 
and badges that give credit to a 

student’s qualifications.
“I applied to join the 

National Honor Society because 
I wanted colleges to see that I am 
an upstanding citizen dedicated 
to setting a good example,” 
said senior and NHS member 
Shelby Stocke.

Scholarships and college 
recognition are only a couple 
of many reasons why a student 
might join the NHS. Everyone 
applies for a different reason.

“I applied to the NHS 
because I love helping others, 
and I want to be involved 
with more community service 
opportunities. Also, I hope 
to meet new students,” said 
Fancher.

Every meeting, NHS 
members gather or call to make 
decisions and plan community 
service. They recently collected 
money to help celebrate FC 
principals. Senior and NHS 
president Keeton Gibson was a 
leading part of this activity.

“What we did for Principals’ 
Month was to collect money 
from NHS members to put 
together gifts,” said Gibson. The 
money went toward knotted 
blankets, keychains, cups, and 
Qdoba gift cards for each of the 
principals.

Everyone’s applications 
looked different, because every 
student is different. Every 
applicant has something unique 
to offer their community.

“To prepare for the National 
Honor Society application 
process, I made sure my grades 
were excellent, and I was a role 
model for my fellow classmates 
and peers,” said Stocke.

The four pillars of the NHS 
must not only be shown on the 
application, but also must be 

upheld through the rest of the 
member’s high school career.

“I signed up for classes that 
would provide me with a bit of a 
challenge. Early in my freshman 
year, I developed a study routine 
so that I would work ahead 
on the weekends and not fall 
behind during the school week. 
I have followed this routine 
ever since,” said Fancher. She 
also participates in several 
extracurriculars, including FC 
Dance Marathon [FCDM], 
Best Buddies, Interact Club, 
and tennis.

In addition, both Stocke and 
Fancher have also taken part in 
their community through their 
participation in orchestra and 
the Girl Scouts of Kentuckiana. 
Community service is a major 
part of NHS membership, 
and members are required to 
participate in service activities.

Members meet through 
video calls and communicate as 
much as possible. But despite 
the perseverance of its members 
and sponsor, COVID-19 has 
affected the NHS just as it has 
affected everyone. 

“The Spring Induction 
was delayed and therefore the 
committee was unable to meet 
until we returned to the building 
in the fall. Officers from last year 
were not able to attend the most 
recent induction,” said Jerke.

NHS members and Jerke are 
determined to continue helping 
their community despite the 
current circumstances.

Stocke said, “National Honor 
Society means being a part of a 
community of students who are 
dedicated, accomplished, and 
driven in their goals.”

Catherine AmosCatherine Amos//The BagpiperThe Bagpiper



Scarlett Hatton
A&E Editor

Miley Cyrus has been named 
the “chameleon” of the music 
industry for her distinct ability 
to establish herself in many 
genres of music. Throughout 
her career she has switched back 
and forth between country, pop, 
and hip-hop, and has reinvented 
herself each time. 

Cyrus pushed boundaries 
even further with the release 
of her seventh studio album 
Plastic Hearts. The album, 
heavily inspired by 70s and 80s 
rock, featured some of Cyrus’s 
favorite classic rock artists as 

guest vocalists. Many tracks 
were directly influenced by 
other famous works, such as 
“Midnight Sky,” which pays 
homage to Stevie Nicks’s “Edge 
of Seventeen.” Tributes to these 
rock icons effectively brought 
this type of music to a new 
generation, which was certainly 
one of Cyrus’s main intentions 
when creating the album.

Cyrus’s distinct voice and 
unique ability to effortlessly 
switch genres made this work 
so brilliant and loved by her 
growing audience. The infusion 
of styles seen throughout the 
album suited Cyrus’s matured 
voice excellently. Even further, 

the album reflected her life 
changes with personal, heartfelt 
lyrics. The beloved singer was 
able to reinvent herself while 
still staying true to her popstar 
roots.

Debut singles are too often 
a lazy cash grab. However, 
“Prisoner” and “Midnight 
Sky” were the perfect choices 
of singles for Plastic Hearts. 
In fact, “Prisoner,” featuring 
Dua Lipa, was one of the 
catchiest and most memorable 
songs of the entire album. This 
collaboration was very well 
received as Cyrus and Lipa’s 
voices blended beautifully and 
styles compliment each other 
so well. Similarly, every aspect 
of “Midnight Sky” made this, 
without a doubt, Cyrus’s best 
lead single to date. 

After the first two high-
energy songs of the album, 
“Angels Like You” was an 
emotional ballad. While it was 
very different from most of 
the other songs and extremely 
unexpected that early on in 
the album, “Angels Like You” 
was absolutely exceptional. 
Her genuine lyrics reflected her 
personal growth as she learned 
to accept heartache. “Angels 
Like You” might have been 
more effective if it had been 
placed further into the album, 
but it still remained a definite 
favorite.

However, “Bad Karma” 
negatively stood out among 
the rest of the songs in the 
album. With Joan Jett’s strange 
repeating vocals and distracting 
drums in the background, this 
track was all over the place. As 
a result, there were too many 
elements working against each 

other, which made it difficult 
to listen to. The chorus was 
definitely the highlight of the 
song, but even at that, it was very 
underwhelming. “Bad Karma” 
was obviously meant to be more 
experimental. However, it felt a 
bit more experimental than the 
album was ready for. 

For die hard rock-n-roll 
lovers, Plastic Hearts might 
not have lived up to their 
expectations. After all, Cyrus 
did hold onto her pop roots 
when creating this album so 
that it would still reflect her 
other music. Likewise, fans of 
Cyrus’s old music could have 
found this new style harder to 
enjoy because it had so many 
different elements than ever 
before. Cyrus has always taken 

risks throughout her career and 
this genre switch was one of 
them. However, based on the 
response Cyrus has gotten from 
fans across the world, it seems 
like she made the right choice.

Cyrus has deservingly 
received very positive feedback 
from the album. While the 
style might not be for everyone, 
this punk sound suits her voice 
perfectly. Each song was unique 
and showed everything that she 
is capable of as an artist. For 
all of those reasons, it is very 
possible that Plastic Hearts 
is her best work to date. All 
throughout her career, Cyrus 
has blazed the trail for herself in 
the music industry, and this new 
rock era was no exception.

Art by Scarlett Hatton.

Cyrus delivers retro-inspired rock album
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Digital photography students show talent

To see more photographs from student photographers, go to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com.
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Students, staff discuss favorite traditions

Tuesday, Dec. 15, 2020Page 10 FEATURES

Hallie Funk
Features Reporter

As the song says, “It’s the 
Most Wonderful Time of the 
Year.” The wrapping paper, 
Christmas trees, and lights have 
made an appearance, and people 
around the world are preparing 
to celebrate various holidays 
with their families. 

Due to COVID-19, the 
holidays will look a little 
different this year. Holiday 
shoppers will be in masks and 
large groups will be social 
distancing. Some governors have 
considered easing restrictions on 
crowd sizes. However, as of now, 
gatherings will be limited.

Counselor Chelsey Davis 
hopes to keep her holiday season 
as normal as possible. In-person 
interaction may be limited this 
season, but technology has 
offered other means of keeping 
in touch during the pandemic.

“We are planning on doing 
Zoom calls and celebrating as 
much as we can. We want to 
focus more on the true meaning 
of Christmas,” said Davis.

This season has special 
meanings for many people, 
whether it is being thankful 
for the good things in life or 
showing generosity to the less 
fortunate. 

“Christmas is about spending 
time with loved ones. It also 

means a time for me to reflect 
on my faith and Jesus and to 
celebrate his birth,” said Davis. 

The “season of giving” is 
not only about giving gifts, but 
giving back to the community 
and helping others. 

“It’s about celebrating the 
birth of Christ and finding ways 
I can give to my family, friends, 
the community, and those in 
other countries who are in 
need,” said finance teacher Katie 
Fondrisi.

There are many ways to 
help the community, such as 
volunteering and donating to 
organizations such as Operation 
Christmas Child and the Angel 
Tree, which is a part of the Miles 

for Merry Miracles organization. 
Receptionist Carmen Kerberg 
participates in Shop with a Cop 
with her husband.

“We really enjoy seeing 
the excitement of the kids and 
helping families have a better 
Christmas,” said Kerberg.

Many families will celebrate 
the holiday spirit in the comfort 
of their own homes. Even though 
COVID-19 has restricted many 
things, Christmas music is still 
playing, and presents are being 
put under the tree.

“I love when we decorate 
the tree with family ornaments 
we’ve collected over the years. It’s 
great when everyone reminisces 
about them as we decorate,” said 

Kerberg.
Decorations are nearly 

everywhere, from the lights on 
the houses to the stockings on 
the fireplace. As winter draws 
closer, many people are wishing 
for a white Christmas. There’s 
no better excuse to have a glass 
of hot chocolate and watch 
holiday movies.

“I love watching old 
Christmas movies, like White 
Christmas and It’s a Wonderful 
Life. And I love going to church 
and cooking a big Italian family 
meal on Christmas Day, since I 
am Italian,” said Fondrisi. 

A big part of this season is 
the amazing food on the table. 
A home-cooked meal can put 

Scarlett HattonScarlett Hatton//The BagpiperThe Bagpiper



anyone in the giving spirit.
“There is always a lot of food, 

and my kids love to help me 
bake cookies and candy.  We 
love to go look at Christmas 
lights, but we always stop for 
fresh donuts and hot chocolate 
before doing so,” said Kerberg.

But Christmas is not the only 
holiday this winter. Junior Clay 
Callam celebrates the holidays 
differently than most. 

“My family celebrates 
Hanukkah and Christmas 
during the holidays. My dad’s 
side of the family is Christian, 
while my mom’s side is Jewish,” 
said Callam. 

Hanukkah, also known as the 
Festival of Lights, is celebrated 
by lighting a menorah, eating 
traditional food, playing games, 
and giving gifts. Instead of just 
one day, it lasts eight.

“My family will eat together 
first, then light a menorah 
every night for all eight nights. 
We usually have one night of a 
‘special’ meal which just has our 
family’s more popular holiday 
foods,” said Callam. 

He embraces his Jewish 
culture and enjoys celebrating 
in ways that many people have 
never experienced 
before. Both 
H a n u k k a h 
and Christmas 
involve giving 
gifts and family 
traditions. But, 
unlike Christmas, 
Hanukkah is 
celebrated with 
t r a d i t i o n a l 
Jewish foods 
such as potato 
pancakes, jelly-
filled doughnuts, 
and many fried foods cooked 
in oil to represent their biblical 
history.

“I get to celebrate for a whole 

different purpose than most of 
my friends and peers, which is 
pretty cool,” said Callam. 

Senior Aneesa Omar takes 
part in Eid al-fitr, a religious 
holiday celebrated by Muslims 
around the world. It is also 
known as the “Festival of 
Breaking Fast” because it marks 
the end of their month of fasting 
and prayer. It is an important 
festival on the Islamic calendar 
in May, but it is comparable to 
Christmas. 

“There is a giant Eid prayer 
that happens at the convention 
center in Louisville and 
thousands of Muslims gather 
there at the same time. It is 
kind of like Christians going 
to church for Christmas. After 
the prayer, families exchange 
presents and spend time 
together,” said Omar. 

Of course, food is also a large 
aspect of the celebration. The 
dishes are festive and based on 
Indian culture. Since the meal 
is served after long periods of 
fasting, it is typically served as a 
large feast. 

“I usually have Indian food, 
but I’ve been to other parties 
where we have Middle Eastern 

or even American food. All the 
mosques will have a big festival 
and there will be different foods 
based on which one you go to,” 

said Omar.
Due to 

COVID-19, 
O m a r ’ s 
f a m i l y 
c e l eb r a t ed 
Eid at 
home this 
year. They 
made many 
tradit ional 
d i s h e s 
that they 
shared with 
relatives in 
honor of the 
holiday.

“ L a s t 
Eid, my 
family made 
s a m o s a s , 
B a j i a s , 
b i r y a n i , 
basic curry, 
and rice. My 
favorite food 
is biryani 
and a dessert 
called ras 
malai,” said 
Omar. 

Briyani is a very popular dish 
during Eid that is a combination 
of meat, rice, and spices. Ras 

malai is similar to a rich 
cheesecake without the crust, 
and is one of many Indian 
milk-based desserts.

Omar enjoys celebrating 
Islamic culture and being 
part of something that draws 
so many people together. 
She believes it provides 
more opportunities for her 
to connect with family and 
introduce her friends to 
Muslim traditions.

“My grandma hosts a 
giant Eid party with all of 

my family. I usually bring my 
friends so they can enjoy other 
cultures too. It’s just a day of the 
year where my family is together 

and happy no matter what,” said 
Omar.

Around the world, traditions 
play a big role in making this 
season special, whether it is 
having a family dinner or 
choosing a new ornament.

“We make gingerbread 
houses and go to Lights Under 
Louisville with my mom and 
sister. It’s also a tradition to 
watch Elf on Christmas Day 
with our daughter,” said Davis.

Holiday movies are a 
common tradition for many 
families, often having themes 
of love, family, and hope that 
remind us why people are even 
celebrating in the first place.

“We are Christmas movie 
junkies the whole season, but 
on the evening of Christmas 
Eve we start watching the 24-
hour marathon of A Christmas 

Story,” said Kerberg.
 Kerberg, along with many 

others, is looking forward 
to spending time with loved 
ones and allowing things to 
slow down. She wants to take 
the time off to reflect on what 
matters most.

“I enjoy the beauty and 
togetherness that Christmas 
brings. I feel like it helps 
people remember what is really 
important in life,” said Kerberg.

The sights, sounds, and 
smells of the holidays offer a 
well-needed break from the 
seriousness and stress of this 
year and provide time to reflect 
on the wonderful things in life. 
For kids and adults alike, it is 
the time of year that leaves a 
feeling of joy that lasts long after 
we have seen the lights, that 
some may even call “magical.”
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Poll: What is your favorite part of the 
holiday season?

Source: Instagram poll conducted by @fchsbagpiper

““I feel like it helps people 
remember what is really 
important in life.

““

Carmen Kerberg
receptionist



said history teacher Katherine 
Mathews. 

“Obviously, we now have 
constant access to news and 
can learn extensively about 
the candidates before we vote, 
so I think it is time to look at 
changes to how the Electoral 
College works.” said Mathews.

The Electoral College has 
been a hot topic for debate and 
will likely continue to be one in 
the coming years.

“The Electoral College 
is going to change based on 
population, and the area you 
live in has a huge effect on 
who you’re going to vote for. 
Whether you try to be unbiased, 
ultimately, the people you’re 

surrounded with affect the way 
you see things and affect the way 
you view different policies,” said 
junior Haylie Jefferson.

Even with the reassurance 
given by the voting system 
along with election officials 
and government divisions, the 
claims of an unfair election still 
remain. So, how do these two 
stark realities exist in the same 
space?

“Our personal reality is 
determined by the stimuli that 
we sense and how we perceive 
that information [organize and 
interpret it]. Therefore, two 
different people could be in 
the same situation but notice 
different pieces of information 

presented or perceive them 
differently based on their own 
personal life experiences and 
their current line of thinking,” 
said psychology teacher 
Chad Clunie.

Personal experience is 
a sizable factor that has an 
impact on how someone 
will react to an outcome, 
whether that outcome is 
wanted or not. 

“People aren’t accepting 
the election results because 
they didn’t get their way 
and that’s going to happen 
with anything in life even 
before this year; even 
before we had such a high 
number of mail-in ballots. 
People are always going to make 
allegations when they don’t get 
their way and in every area of 
life that’s going to happen,” said 
Jefferson.

The way someone views the 
world around them not only 
differs for each person due to 
personal experience, but also 
due to how one is taught to look 
at the world.

“This relates to flaws in our 
cognitive processing and how 
we’ve been taught to analyze 
or not analyze information,” 
said Clunie. “For example, one 
example of our cognitive flaws 
that relates to this is called belief 
perseverance. This is when 
we still believe in something 
even after it has been proven 
inaccurate. Another flaw is 
confirmation bias, which is 
where you only look for [or] 
notice information that supports 
your beliefs [and] opinions and 
ignore contradictory data [or] 
information.”

In the age of social lockdown 
and isolation, oftentimes seeing 
things as they are can prove 
more difficult as well.

“Anytime people live 

through something so difficult 
and unexpected, conspiracy 
theories seem to abound. I think 
it’s hard for people to face reality 

sometimes, and it’s much easier 
to buy into the politicization 
of the facts rather than the 
worrisome facts themselves. 
I think since our nation is so 
divided right now that it is very 
hard for some people to accept 
the results of the election, just as 
it was for other people in 2016. 
Social media contributes to this 
divide, since people often only 
see their chosen party’s side of 
things and not a balanced look 
at both sides of the divide”, said 
Matthews.

The nation being somewhat 
isolated with limited interaction 
has not only an effect on how 
people reacted to the election, 
but also on how people 
interacted with those around 
them after the election and how 
they also felt about themselves.

“I think that social media is a 
place where people can respond 
without any repercussions 
because they’re not saying it 
to people face to face and they 
don’t really have to worry how 
their peers will react to them. 
They can say whatever they 
want to and get away with it. 
And also, social media creates a 

situation where it’s easy enough 
to gain access to information and 
people don’t really have to try, 
they really don’t have to know 

what they’re talking 
about and they can 
just say things and 
they don’t have to 
know whether they 
are being accurate 
in what they’re 
saying about the 
government or not,” 
said McKay.

With or without 
social media the 
role that interaction 
plays in society 
continues to become 
more clear in the age 

of social isolation and following 
the election.

“I believe that many people 
have turned to social media 
lately as a way to interact with 
others in place of face-to-
face interactions during the 
pandemic. Though helpful 
perhaps in some ways, I think 
most would say that observing 
others on social media is not 
the same as spending time 
interacting in person with 
others,” said Clunie.

The discussion of politics 
often provokes some sort 
of conservation no matter 
what one’s viewpoint is. As 
social isolation continues, the 
importance of socializing no 
matter the form comes to the 
forefront of many minds.

Clunie said, “There are 
certainly psychology studies that 
show the importance of social 
interaction and attachment to 
the mental health and well-being 
of both animals and humans. 
Severe isolation seems to have 
a profound negative effect on 
most individuals including 
issues with mental health and 
relating to others.”

Cara Akin
News Editor

In early Nov., Americans 
were glued to their television 
screens across the nation waiting 
for the final call for the 2020 
presidential election. President-
elect Joe Biden is set to be sworn 
into office on Jan. 20, 2021, but 
some Americans believe that 
the election was not conducted 
fairly. 

 “I don’t think the election 
was conducted fairly, there were 
too many irregularities.Waiting 
so long for the election results 
was frustrating because it was 
obvious there would be some 
sort of fraud,” said freshman 
Ella Funk.

Regardless of whether or 
not students were of voting age 
in the past election, many still 
have opinions of their own on 
how they would feel if they had 
voted.

 “If I voted I would feel 
frustrated because you want 
the election to be valid and to 
be able to trust in the voting 
system. I want to believe in a 
secure voting system but I don’t 
anymore. They found 600,000 
votes all for Biden in the middle 
of the night and in Arizona the 
numbers don’t add up according 
to the numbers of voters with 
the population. A month after 
election day they were still 
receiving lots of votes ,” said 
Funk.

Others believe that the 
election was as fair as it could 
have been and according to a 
statement given by Attorney 

General William Barr to The 
Associated Press,  “The Justice 
Department uncovered no 
evidence of widespread voter 
fraud that could change the 
election’s outcome.”

“I definitely think that not 
being around people as much 
has skewed our views on what is 
appropriate in our interactions, 
but I think the election was 
conducted as fairly as was able 
under the current conditions”, 
said junior Jasmine Hodapp.

With or without social 
isolation, the political landscape 
in America can prove to be 
an environment of stress and 
uncertainty for voters, even 
those who witness the election 
rather than participate in it 
often feel the stress as well.

“I didn’t vote because I’m 
17, but the election made me 
feel extremely anxious”, said 
Hodapp.

The United States 
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure 
Security Agency released a 
statement in response to rising 
uncertainty along with these 
claims of fraud with the hope 
of reassuring distraught citizens 
stating that “The Nov. 3 election 
was the most secure in American 
history.”

Across the country, states 
implement security measures to 
not only ensure that votes are 
accurate but also to help boost 
confidence in the voting system. 

According to the 
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure 
Security Agency, “Voting 
systems were made secure 
through pre-election testing, 
state certification of voting 
equipment and the U.S. Election 

Assistance Commission’s 
certification of equipment.”

Not only are voters protected 
through various cybersecurity 
measures, but they are also 
protected through a defense 
mechanism framed into our 
constitution to ensure the fair 
results of elections.

“The Electoral College 
was designed by the framers 
deliberately, like the rest of the 
Constitution, to counteract 
the worst human impulses and 
protect the nation from the 
dangers inherent in democracy,” 
noted National Affairs in a Fall 
2020 publication.

Even before the present 
century, voting frameworks such 
as the Electoral College were put 
into place to ensure that voters 
could not only vote confidently, 
but also feel confident in how 
their vote was being counted.

“The Electoral College 
is there to prevent what the 
founders called ‘the tyranny of 
the majority’ so in other words, 
if there is always a majority 
and no one has any ability to 
counteract the powers and 
actions of that majority then 
that’s a bad thing,” said social 
studies teacher Mark McKay.

While the United States 
has very large states such as 
California or Texas,  those states 
with smaller populations such 
as Indiana, would quickly lose 
their political voice in elections 
without the balance the 
Electoral College brings.

“There is a movement out 
there to get the Electoral College 
amended in the constitution. 
I would be surprised if that 
happened because although 

there are some states that would 
vote for an amendment to get 
rid of the Electoral College, 
three fourths of states have to 
ratify an amendment and I 
don’t think that would happen. 
I think there would be enough 
of the small states like Indiana 
that would say, ‘if there’s not an 
electoral college then we will 
never have a political voice to 
choose the president again,” so I 
don’t think it will happen,” said 
McKay.

While many Americans 

are in support of the Electoral 
College and its power to protect 
smaller states, others believe it is 
an outdated system.

“I think it is time to revisit 
the way we conduct elections in 
this country. The Constitution 
works so well because it’s 
authors included mechanisms to 
change the document as society 
changed. The Electoral College 
was created at a time when 
people did not have easy access 
to the news and didn’t know 
much about the candidates,” 
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Election results create differing realities
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Shari Rowe
News Reporter ““...Two different people could 

be in the same situation 
but notice different pieces 
of information presented or 
perceive them differently.

““

Chad Clunie
psychology teacher

As confusion and conspiracies surrounding the election swirl, liberals and conservatives fight over who really won.



Claire Furmall
Features Editor

The world has heard it on 
the radio and on television: 
“Pollution is killing our planet.” 
People have seen posters 
throughout the halls that 
demand they recycle before it is 
too late. Talks around the dinner 
table have led into debates if the 
words are true or not: climate 
change.

For many, climate change 
does not mean anything. Many 
are not educated on the fact that 
the climate truly is changing, 
and it is not for the better. 

Riverside High School senior 
Angel Akinleye, a high school 
student leader for Earth Charter 
Indiana said, “Climate change 
is the climate changing in a 
negative way, and it is impacted 
by human beings. We are the 
ones who contributed to climate 
change.”

Earth Charter Indiana 
executive director Jim Poyser 
said that the Earth Charter 
principles were established in 
the late 1990s by people from 
dozens of countries that realized 
the planet was having a climate 
crisis. 

“So, 20 years ago, they said, 
‘Look, we have a climate crisis. 
How are we going to solve it? 
Well, we can’t really solve it 
unless we address the issue of 
poverty. And we can’t really solve 
it unless we address the issue of 
racism, and we can’t really solve 
it unless we have democratic 
institutions that are transparent 
in how they operate,’” said 
Poyser.

Poyser said that the climate 
typically changes in increments 

of 30 years or 
more, and if 
someone has 
lived in one spot 
for 30 years, as 
he has, they can 
see the changes 
o c c u r r i n g 
themselves. 

“What I 
am noticing, 
for example, is 
that there is a 
lot less snow, 
and the snow, 
when it falls in 
the winter, does 
not last as long. 
When it starts 
snowing is later 
in the season, 
and when it 
stops snowing 
is earlier in the 
spring. This is all predicted by 
a warming atmosphere,” said 
Poyser.

According to Poyser, the 
changing of the environment 
has also affected animals and 
plants by destroying their homes 
and making it harder for them 
to adapt in a changing climate.

AP Environmental Science 
teacher Randy Hein said,  
“When the environment 
changes faster than organisms 
can actually keep up, we see 
extinctions. Right now, probably 
one of the largest losses that 
we’re having that we cannot get 
back from any kind of recovery 
is the species loss. So, when we 
lose biodiversity and the species 
are gone, you know it takes with 
them a lot of information.”

Hein is also the teacher 
sponsor for the Environmental 
Sustainability Club at FC. Hein 

said that this club tries to lessen 
their ecological footprint by 
conserving materials that are 
limited and reusing the ones 
that can be reused properly. 

“What they try to do is 
they share more ideas about 
more sustainable lifestyles, 
more sustainable living. It is 
a group that likes to lessen 
their ecological footprint. The 
amount of resources that the 
planet needs to provide for an 
individual,” said Hein.

Hein said that the club likes 
to brainstorm different ways 
they can improve their everyday 
lives and make a big impact in 
the community. He said that 
one of the ideas they had was to 
bring in used clothes and donate 
them to a charitable cause. 

“They did a clothing exchange 
among the members; of course 
you can’t do something like that 
today either, but they brought 

in things that they didn’t use 
anymore, and whatever was 
leftover after the exchange I 
took to The Mustard Seed, and 
we donated those,” said Hein.

Reusing clothes is not the 
only way to reduce waste. 
Poyser also recommends food 
composting to those who have 
a tendency to waste or overbuy 
food. 

“There’s a lot you can do to 
reduce rotting food. First of 
all, you can compost your food 
waste, that’s what I do at my 
house,” said Poyser. 

In agreement with Poyser, 
Akinleye said that food is 
often wasted; however, she also 
mentioned that when many 
people go grocery shopping, 
they do not use reusable bags 
and use plastic ones instead, 
leading to more pollution. 

“I was watching this 
documentary, and they went to 

the deepest parts of the ocean 
and what did they see? Plastic 
bags. I feel like it’s up to each 
individual to make their choices 
and to help with this crisis,” said 
Akinleye. 

Hein said that many will 
continue to drain the earth 
of its resources and not think 
twice about climate change, but 
people need to come together 
and stop using the services 
that they believe the earth has 
provided for free.

Hein said, “When we lose 
just the aesthetics, you know, 
that is one thing, but when we 
start losing those services that 
the environment provides for 
us, and we contaminate it to the 
point where it cannot provide 
us clean air, and cycle carbon, 
and nitrogen, and phosphorus, 
and when it starts impacting 
the natural cycle of things, it’s a 
long-term loss.”

Climate change requires lifestyle changes
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In  my 17 years of life, I have 
never seen a year like 2020. I 
began this year worrying that 
we would end up in World War 
III, and now I question when 
the COVID-19 pandemic will 
end. This year has been eventful.  

On Jan. 3, Iranian General 
Quasem Soleimani was killed 
in a U.S. airstrike initiated 
by President Donald Trump, 
stirring up tension between the 
U.S. and Iran. Iran retaliated 
by injuring U.S. troops at an 
airbase in Iraq. People feared 
that we might enter WWIII.

Following the WWIII 
threats, COVID-19 was named 
deadly in Wuhan, China on Jan. 
9. While COVID-19 traced 
back to Nov. 2019, cases were 
rising at an alarming rate in 
Wuhan. At this point, not many 
Americans had contracted it.   

On Jan. 16, Trump’s 
impeachment trial began. The 
Articles of Impeachment state 
that  Trump abused his powers 
by asking Ukraine to perform 
an investigation on then-
p r e s i d e n t i a l 

candidate Joe Biden, and that he 
obstructed Congress by forcing 
his staff to deny Congress 
documents. He was acquitted 
by the Senate on Feb. 5. 

At the end of Jan., tragedy 
swept the nation when 
basketball star Kobe Bryant and 
his daughter Gianna Bryant 
were killed in a helicopter crash, 
along with seven others. Kobe 
was an inspiration to many 
across the U.S.

On March 11, the World 
Health Organization declared 
the spread of COVID-19 a 
pandemic. This is when things 
were put into perspective. 
Schools and businesses began to 
shut down.  

On March 13, Louisville 
police entered the apartment 
of 26-year-old Breonna Taylor 
on a no-knock warrant. Taylor’s 
boyfriend Kenneth Walker fired 
shots at the police for breaking 
in, shooting police officer 
Jonathan Mattingly in the leg. 

The officers 
fired back, 

fatally shooting Taylor. This 
sparked outrage toward police.

By April, most everyone 
was quarantining. Some kept 
busy by watching 
and making videos 
on TikTok. While the 
app is mostly used 
by teens, even adults 
started using it.

In May, 46-year-
old George Floyd was 
killed in Minneapolis 
by police officer Derek 
Chauvin. According 
to the Washington 
Post, Floyd was 
accused of using a 
counterfeit 20 dollar 
bill. Chauvin kneeled 
on Floyd’s neck, killing him 
eight minutes and 46 seconds 
later. All officers involved were 
fired, but only Chauvin was 
charged with third-degree 
murder.

Black Lives Matter protests 

were prominent throughout 
the summer following Floyd’s 
death. While a few were violent, 
the majority of them were 

peaceful, according to the New 
York Times. These protests were 
necessary to fight racism and 
police brutality. 

On Sept. 18, Supreme Court 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
passed away at the age of 87. 
Ginsburg was a major activist 

against gender discrimination, 
and many were saddened by her 
death.

Since Ginsburg right before 
the election, Democrats 
urged Trump to wait 
until after the election to 
appoint a new Supreme 
Court Justice. However, 
Trump nominated judge 
Amy Coney Barrett, who 
has strong conservative 
views. Barrett was 
confirmed by the Senate 
on Oct. 26.

On Election Day, 
Nov. 3, many were 
unsure who would win 
the election. Many states 
were still counting ballots 

through the week. On Nov. 7, 
Biden was announced by news 
outlets as the winner, since he 
won enough states to win 270 
electoral votes. However, some 
Trump supporters believe that 
this election was fraudulent.

Now that 2020 is coming to 
an end, it is important to reflect 
on all of these major events.  
People have forgotten some 
of them, but these events have 

shaped 2020 into a year 
that no one will forget.
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2020 dubbed eventful, unforgettable year
My Stance
Mia Compton

““On Sept. 18, Supreme Court 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
passed away at the age of 
87. Ginsburg was a major 
activist against gender 
discrimination.

““



Sydney Landrum
A&E Reporter

As the A capella and Treble 
Essence choirs take the stage, 
choir director Angela Hampton 
raises her baton and smiles 
warmly at her students to signify 
that they are ready to begin 
performing. Hampton cues the 
piano to begin playing, and with 
one unified breath, the choir 
students begin to sing.

Last night, the choir students 
had their first performance of 
the year. Students had been 

rehearsing this music since the 
beginning of the year, and new 
pieces were added throughout 
the first quarter. With this 
school year being different than 
most, performances have not 
been on their normal schedule. 
Usually the choir performs an 
early fall concert, but this year, 
with the altered daily school 
schedule, the concert has been 
pushed back further. 

At this concert, the A 
capella choir showcased four 
pieces. These included, “The 
Awakening,” “Like a River In 

My Soul,” “Hine e Hine,” and 
“Bashana Haba’ah.” The first 
piece, “The Awakening,” tells a 
story of a world without music. 
It expresses the loneliness and 
sorrow of a world with no 
performances. 

Junior Emma Whelan, A 
capella and Treble Essence 
soprano, said, “My favorite 
piece to perform off of this 
concert is “The Awakening” 
because it draws such strong 
parallels to what is happening in 
the world right now. It’s about 
being in a hazy dream filled 

with silence where ‘no choirs 
sang to change the world,’ and 
everything feels withered and 
dead, but by the end we wake 
up and music prevails and once 
again spirits soar. I just think it’s 
an absolutely beautiful piece, 
both in respect to its text and its 
sound.”

The second piece A capella 
students performed last night 
was, “Like a River In My Soul.” 
According to Beckenhorst Inc., a 
press company, “The river flows 
steady and calm in this beautiful 
arrangement of the traditional 

spiritual. It is impossible to 
ignore the underlying intensity 
which rises and falls, as peace, 
love and joy move from river 
to ocean, to fountain and back 
again.”

The A capella students 
performed two pieces from the 
beginning of the year when they 
were doing a world music unit 
in class. Both “Hine e Hine,” 
[Maori] and “Bashana Haba’ah” 
[Hebrew] are written and 
performed in foreign languages. 
Students in class were exposed 
to different styles of music 
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Choir department celebrates first concert

JUNIORS EMMA WHELAN, GAVIN SCOTT, AND CLAY CALLAM practice together at the choir practice on Sunday, Dec. 13.
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from different regions that are 
performed all over the world. 

Lastly, the A capella students 
performed two classic pieces. 
They performed “White 
Christmas,” a piece usually 
performed at Winter Fantasia. 
Bringing a bit of Christmas 
cheer to people at this time 
was a focus of the concert. 
A capella also performed 
“The Irish Blessing,” that 
has been performed for 
many generations. This 
piece is unique to the 
choral department, and is 
performed at the end of 
every concert. 

The Treble Essence 
choir performed five 
pieces as well. These 
pieces include “Glow,” 
“Sansa Kroma,” “Kling 
Glöcken Kling,” “Have Yourself 
a Merry Little Christmas,” and 
finally “Salangadou.” The first 
piece, “Glow,” was written 
by the famous composer Eric 
Whitacre. He wrote this song 
for the World of Color Honor 
Choir to perform at the Winter 
Dreams show at the Disneyland 
Resort in Anaheim, California. 
Both A capella and Treble 
Essence choirs watched and 
reviewed Eric Whitacre’s virtual 
choir performances including 
many choral singers from across 
the U.S. that he created during 
quarantine earlier in the year.

Next, the Treble Essence 
choir performed a piece titled 
“Sansa Kroma.” According 
to J.W. Pepper, a publishing 
company, it is “Another 
addition to your multicultural 
programming that includes 
authentic native percussion and 
infectious beats.” This piece was 
also added into the selection 
during the world music unit 
that Hampton did with her 
choirs during the first quarter 

of the school year. The treble 
essence choir also performed a 
piece titled, “Salangadou” which 
is a Creole folk song written in 
Creole language. This piece also 
fell into the world music unit.

Finally, they performed 
“Kling Glöcken Kling,” a 

German carol. This song creates 
the imagery of Christmas bells 
ringing. This allusion is created 
by vocals that “cheerfully 
imitate each other,” said J.W. 
Pepper. Along with the German 
Christmas Carol, the choir 
also performed “Have Yourself 
a Merry Little Christmas,” a 
traditional American Christmas 
song. The Treble Essence choir 
brought Christmas cheer to 
the performance last night with 
these pieces. 

Due to COVID-19, 
performances have been pushed 
back for many performing arts 
classes. The choral department’s 
first performance of the year 
is typically in the fall, but this 
has been pushed back to the 
winter this year. As well as 
performances being rearranged, 
the class itself has changed. 
Now, each day in class is an 
independent rehearsal. This has 
also been an adjustment for the 
choir classes.

Sophomore Charlee Watson, 
an A capella alto, said “Since 

we are doing a hybrid schedule, 
we had limited time together as 
a group, And since choir is all 
about sounding good together, 
not being able to be in one room 
on a normal schedule has put us 
at a disadvantage.” 

This was before FC was put 
onto a fully virtual 
schedule. Now, 
virtual rehearsals 
are being used as 
practice for now 
with choir. Students 
also had multiple 
safe rehearsals 
outside of class time 
that helped to join 
the group together 
and unify the sound 
being produced.

Choral students 
have had to find 

many ways to stay motivated 
and keep the passion for 
their art alive through these 
unprecedented times. Senior 
Hunter Marlow, an A capella 
bass said, “Just the ambition 
of wanting to grow and make 
myself a better performer and 
person,” said Marlow. “I know 
all these people around me that 
are working hard and so I don’t 
want to be the link that breaks 
in the chain. It’s a group effort.” 
The motivation that drives 
students to perform their best is 
always the backbone of a good 
performance.

While much rehearsal 
time goes into the school day, 
students also participated in 
many independent rehearsals to 
better themselves individually. 
Preparation for a performance is 
key to being successful. Students 
are held accountable in class for 
their independent work.

Senior Tre Gaines, an A 
capella tenor, said, “I’m just 
trying to keep a positive attitude 
and push myself harder.” Giving 

himself a goal each rehearsal 
and pushing himself kept him 
busy in preparation for the 
performance.

Preparation for a performance 
like this was different than 
preparation for most normal 
concerts. Many students found 
ways to make their independent 
rehearsals more meaningful, and 
were motivated to practice more 
by themselves to put in work 
and do their own part.

Sophomore Cassie Nevitt, 
a Treble Essence soprano, said 
that she just has to “sit down 
and work,” or she will never get 
everything learned. Practice and 
repetition are ways of ensuring 
that she will have a successful 
performance. 

Repetition is another way 
students become successful in 
their practices. Everyone doing 
their part of the work ensures 
the success of the concert as 
a whole. When everybody 
takes time to practice, group 
rehearsals go smoother, which 
makes the performance tend to 
go smoother too.

Senior Alivia Singleton, an 

A capella and Treble Essence 
alto, said “I try to ensure that 
the performance is as successful 
as possible by giving it my all, 
knowing my part and singing 
with my whole heart.” In times 
like these, putting drive and 
passion into their music being 
sung has tremendously lifted 
the spirits of the students in the 
choral department.

Students were eager to 
perform this concert as their 
first of the year. While many 
activities had been pushed 
back and delayed this year, the 
performing arts have found safe 
ways for the show to go on. A 
feeling of normalcy that comes 
with performing has returned to 
the choir. 

Before their performance last 
night, junior Kendall Shourds, 
an A capella soprano said, “I’m 
very excited for this performance 
because it’s going to be the first 
time the community will be able 
to see all the hard work we’ve 
put into our music over the past 
semester. Music is my passion 
and I hope that people see that 
through the music.”
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““I know all these people 
around me that are working 
hard, and so I don’t want to 
be the link that breaks the 
chain. It’s a group effort.

““

Hunter Marlow
senior

A capella:
- “The Awakening” by Joseph M. Martin
- “Like a River” by Tim Osiek
- “Bashana Haba’ah” by John Leavitt
- “Hine e Hine” by David Hamilton
- “White Christmas” by Mac Huff
- “The Irish Blessing” by Chester L. Alwes

Treble Essense:
- “Glow” by Eric Whitacre
- “Sansa Kroma” by Felicia A. B. Sandler
- “Kling Glöcken Kling” by Robert Sieving
- “Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas” by Jacob  
    Narverud
- “Salangadou” by Susan Brumfield

Last Night’s Set List



Dakota Bramer
Sports Reporter

Senior guard Grace Suer 
dribbles the ball at the top of 
the key. She peers down the 
lane, looking for one of her 
teammates to get open. Junior 
guard Keegan Kaiser cuts tightly 
off a screen and Suer dumps it 
off to her for an easy layup.

This season has been a 
whirlwind of ups and downs for 

the girls’ basketball team. They 
started their season strong with 
a 61-21 win over South Central. 
They were only able to get in 
three games which included 
a 52-22 loss to Columbus 
East and a 63-22 win against 
Evansville Harrison before the 
unfortunate happened. 

“Over half of our JV and 
varsity team tested positive for 
COVID,” said junior small 
forward Kendall Brown.

For two weeks, the girls’ 
basketball team had to 
quarantine. This meant no 
practicing with the team and 
each athlete had to isolate 
themselves inside their homes. 
The team had to put in the work 
on their own time to stay in 
shape.

“We all had to quarantine, 
putting us two weeks behind. 
We have to make up five 
practices before we could start 
playing again. Taking two weeks 
off from playing is going to hurt 
us because it’s going to take a lot 
of work getting back in shape,” 
said Brown.

Although the rest of the 
season is up in the air, the team 
is still focused on the tasks 
ahead. 

“We have a lot of hope 
for this year and want the 
opportunity to be able to prove 
that we are a great team. We 
have been using our challenges 
to our advengentage everyday. 
[We are] working our butts off 
now to prove that we are a great 
team and making the most of 
this year now just in case we 
don’t get to finish the season,” 
said senior forward and guard 
Laney Siewert.

The team’s first game back 
from quarantine was against 
Madison. The outcome of this 
game was not what they were 
looking for, with a 43-23 loss. 
However, this loss just motivates 
them to keep working hard to 
improve.

Regardless of their loss, the 
team did not let this get them 
down, and decided to face #1in 
3A Silver Creek. The outcome 
of this game was not what they 
were looking for with a 79-
37 loss. They then went on to 

play Bloomington North. The 
score was close throughout the 
entire game, but the team fell 
just short, as the final score was 
44-40. 

“We only lost one senior, so 
many players have developed 
and come back from injury 
to play well,” said head coach 
Randy Gianfagna.

Even though much of the 
team is returning from last year, 
the team chemistry this year is 
proving to be different than 
years in the past.

“We’re learning how to play 
together as a team and use all 
of our strengths to become 
stronger,” said Suer.

Not only is this team focused 
on the physical attributes 
needed for success, but the right 
mentality as well.

“The most important 
elements for the team to be 
successful is for everyone to 
trust in each other and focus 
on what they control. If we stay 
focused and go into every day 
with a hardworking attitude and 
positive mindset, I think we will 
be very successful this season,” 
said Suer.

Everyone on the team is 
coming to the understanding 
that playing basketball is only a 
scratch at the surface, and there 
is much more that goes into 
being a team.  

“We have to work together, 
we have to play hard and rough, 
and we can’t get hung up on any 
of our little mistakes, but make 
up for them by playing harder 
on the other end of the court,” 
said Siewert.

If the team is able to keep a 
positive mindset and combine 
that mindset with their hard 
work, success is likely.

“Might as well be awesome,” 
is the team’s motto. Given to 
them by Coach Gianfagna, 
they look to this in all types of 
different situations. Whether 
they are winning or losing they 
can all rally behind the motto, 
“Might as well be awesome.” 
This gives them the confidence 
that they will still have the team 
at the end of the day.

The team hopes to keep this 
mindset, stay on course and 
fight for a win during their 
game tonight against Crawford 
County. 
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Girls’ basketball team shoots for victories

SENIOR GRACE SUER dribbles down the court, looking for a pass to a 
teammate during the game against Silver Creek on Wednesday, Dec. 9.

Upcoming Girls’ Games
FC at Crawford County: Tonight, Dec. 15, time TBD

Seymour at FC: Thursday, Dec. 17 at 6 p.m.

North Harrison at FC: Tuesday, Dec. 22 at 7:30 p.m.

FC at Lanesville: Wednesday, Dec. 30 at 6:30 p.m.

FC at New Washington: Tuesday, Jan. 5, time TBD

FC at New Albany: Saturday, Jan. 9 at 7:30 p.m.
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When someone hears the word 
“addiction,” they might think of addiction 
to drugs, caffeine, or sugar. But what 
they probably do not think of is screen 
addiction. 95% of the population, nearly 
everyone in the United States, owns a 
cell phone of some kind, according to 
the Pew Research Center. There is no 
doubt that technology is dominating the 
modern world. Our lives revolve around 
screens; just look around. 

But, why are these devices so addictive?
Screens produce dopamine, a “feel 

good” hormone. This is because apps and 
notifications keep our brains stimulated. 
Dopamine is the same hormone that our 
body releases with the intake of drugs 
and sugar, but with less intensity. Our 
brains become addicted to this feeling, 
which leads to us spending more time on 

screens.
Excessive screen 

time can have negative 
effects on physical, 
mental, and emotional 
health. Physically, it 
can cause eye strain, 
obesity, headaches, and 
poor posture. High 
levels of screen time 
have even been linked 
to low cardiovascular 
health due to the lack 
of physical activity. 

Not only can 
screens have negative 
effects on our body, 
but they can also lead 
to trouble sleeping. A 
person’s sleep schedule 
is regulated by 
melatonin production 
in the brain. Too much 
blue light, the type 
of light emitted by screens, can limit 
the production and trick the brain into 
thinking the body does not need rest. 
This leads to poor sleep quality and less 
of it. 

Technology can also have a large 
impact on emotional health. In a 2018 
study, researchers found that “high users 
of screens were significantly more likely 
to have been diagnosed with anxiety or 
depression” than lower users of screens. 
Although screens distract us from our 
problems and provide an escape from 
reality, the online world can be just as 
harmful. 

“It cuts down on personal face to 
face interactions. It can also lead to 
inappropriate behavior since one is 
behind a screen and not face to face,” 
said counselor Mark Clark. 

Despite these risks, it is no surprise 
that we have become addicted. We can 
check the weather, buy clothes, and text 
a friend in seconds with just the touch of 
a button. 

“I certainly use technology and enjoy 
the benefits. I also make sure I limit my 
use so that it does not interfere with 
personal aspects of my life,” said Clark.

Many think of freedom as doing what 
they want, when they want to do it, but 
screens can actually limit our freedom. 
We carry them like they are an oxygen 
tank--sometimes they even feel like a 
part of us. But, that does not make it any 
easier to admit that we are addicted. 

“I understand that screen time is part 
of our culture now, but I do believe we all 
could cut down and make more personal 
connections,” said Clark.

The first step in overcoming screen 
addiction is acknowledging it. There is a 
common phrase that says, “Out of sight, 
out of mind.” It applies to screens, too. 
Keeping screens out of reach can help 
avoid temptation and the endless cycle of 
mindlessly picking up the phone. 

Since phones keep us busy, we 
often resort to using them when we are 
struggling or facing problems, but a better 

solution is physical activity. Exercise can 
fight depression and anxiety better than 
any electronic device. Whether it is 
playing a sport or just going for a walk 
outside, exercise acts as a mood booster 
and makes our bodies and brains feel 
better. Outdoor activities can also help 
lower stress levels and calm the nervous 
system. Taking a break from screens 
and getting fresh air is a great way to 
reconnect with the real world, but staying 
off screens is only half the problem. 

Our biggest enemy is ourselves, just 
like with any other addiction. It is not 
just about less screen time, but being 
present with the people around you. 
Think about all the hours phones take 
up and where that time could have been 
used instead. 

Screens promise us so much, but they 
are only a distraction. We do not need 
to fill up every second of our lives with 
technology. Take a moment to breathe 
and look around. We miss a lot when we 
are constantly looking down.
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Teen screen addiction deemed unhealthy
Today’s Generation
Hallie Funk

Tips to Limit 
Screen Time

Delete unnecessary apps.

Take a walk outside.

Use apps or built-in 
features to track screen 
time.

Use night mode or a blue 
light filter on your device.

Take breaks from your 
screen.

Do something creative.
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Rachel Bowling
A&E Reporter

Childhood cancer is one of the hardest 
things someone can go through. The 
endless surgeries and hospital visits can 
take a mental toll on everyone involved. 
For singer and guitarist Zach Sobiech, 
a cancer patient who tragically passed 
away in 2013, music was his only outlet. 
Clouds, written and directed by Justin 
Baldoni, follows Sobiech in the last few 
months of his life, and how he changed 
the entire world around him with a single 
song.

Played by Fin Argus, Zach Sobiech 
was diagnosed with a rare bone cancer, 
osteosarcoma, at 14 years old. When a 
bad cough turned into an emergency rush 
to the hospital, the doctors discovered 
that his cancer had spread to his lungs. 
Zach only had eight to 10 months to live.

Upon hearing this news, Zach realized 
that this was his last chance to really make 
an impact on the world, which is what he 
had wanted ever since he was little.

Zach’s soon-to-be girlfriend, Amy 
Adamle (Madison Iseman), is one of 
the only people who know that he is 
terminally ill. When she finds out, she 
tells Zach that she still wants to explore 
their relationship, and nothing could 
change that. As time goes by, Amy 
becomes a huge support system for Zach, 
and her love for him only grows stronger.

Another huge supporter for Zach is 
his best friend, Sammy Brown (Sabrina 
Carpenter). Sammy and Zach had 
known each other since they were babies, 
and they were practically siblings. They 
both shared a love for music. 

Music had always been very important 
to Zach. He was always strumming on 
his guitar when he was in deep thought, 
or singing when he felt there was nothing 
else to do. Zach’s music was so important, 
it changed his life forever. 

When Sammy and Zach decided 
to record an album together before he 
passed, they named their band A Firm 
Handshake. They uploaded different 
songs to YouTube, and it was not long 

before they started to gain a 
little bit of traction. Thanks 
to their teacher, Mr. Weaver 
(Lil Rel Howry), A Firm 
Handshake was noticed by 
a record company, and they 
signed a contract that gave 
them a studio and the perfect 
place to record their music.

The song that really sent 
A Firm Handshake into the 
stratosphere was “Clouds.” The 
title of the movie was based off 
of this song because “Clouds” 
was arguably the best thing 
Zach did for his music career. 
He wrote it to show that even 
when you feel like you have 
no hope, there are always new 
beginnings in the clouds. 

While this movie can tug 
on your heartstrings, it does so 
in the best ways. Clouds is one 
of the best and most accurate 

representations of determination and 
courage in the face of fear. Although 
Zach knew he had only a short time left 
to live on this earth, he tried his best to 
make it a better place.

A fact that many people do not know is 
that the director, Justin Baldoni, actually 
spent time with Sobiech in the last few 
weeks of his life. Back in 2013, Baldoni 
visited the Sobiechs and constructed My 
Last Days: Meet Zach Sobiech, an in-
depth documentary of Zach’s life. 

“He became like a little brother to 
me, and I became so close to him and 
his family. Before he passed away, I was 
FaceTiming with him...and I made him 

a promise. I told him that I would do 
whatever I could, whatever was in my 
power to continue telling his story and to 
make sure that the world knew his name 
and listened to his music,” Baldoni said 
in an interview with Refinery29. Seven 
years later, Baldoni kept his promise and 
created Clouds in memory of Sobiech. 

Although Clouds is an extremely 
heartbreaking narrative, it is also a story 
of hope and faith in the face of tragedy. 
A heart-wrenching and remarkable true 
story, Clouds shows the world that even 
in times of tragedy and hopelessness, love 
and dedication will always persevere. 

Art by Scarlett Hatton.

Clouds provides hope in midst of tragedy
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Election deemed not fradulent
On Saturday, Nov. 7, 

President-elect Joe Biden 
was announced the winner 
of the presidential election 
by news outlets based on 
Biden winning enough 
states to win more than 270 
electoral votes. Biden fans 
celebrated in the streets, 
while some supporters of 
President Donald Trump 
questioned the validity of 
the election. This issue, the 
Bagpiper will explore why 
Biden’s win in the election 
last month was legitimate 
and fair. 

There has been a lot of 
questioning of the fairness 
of the election, sometimes 
going far enough to 
challenge results and claim 
fraud in courts. In fact, 

Trump has spent a lot of time 
tweeting about how it was 
illegal to continue counting 
ballots, but only in states he 
was losing. Such tweets have 
been flagged by Twitter for 
misinformation, and other 
social media platforms 
have been doing validity 
checks, too. News outlets 
such as the Washington 
Post have published fact 
checks to correct Trump’s 
misinformation.

Trump claims that there 
was widespread fraud in 
the election. According to 
AP News on Friday, Dec. 
4, “Election officials from 
both parties have said the 
election went well, and 
Attorney General William 
Barr told The Associated 

Press on [Dec. 1] that 
the Justice Department 
uncovered no evidence of 
widespread voter fraud that 
could change the election’s 
outcome.” 

In one of Trump’s 
lawsuits, it was claimed that 
James Blalock, a dead man, 
voted in Georgia. However, 
it was found that his widow, 
Agnes Blalock, had signed 
her ballot using her married 
name, Mrs. James Blalock. 
She claims that she has been 
voting under her married 
name for years now.

Fraud was also claimed 
in Michigan when Antrim 
County, which went to 
Trump in 2016, suddenly 
had too many votes for 
Biden than could be 

possible. However, Antrim 
County Clerk Sheryl Guy, 
a Republican, claims she 
mistyped the results in the 
county’s vote tabulating 
software, a common issue 
with the Dominion Voting 
System. Those results have 
been updated and no fraud 
was found at play. 

Most claims of fraud have 
been debunked. Lawsuits 
surrounding the situation 
have either been dismissed 
or Trump has lost them. 
It is important to accept 
that this election was in no 
way fraudulent or rigged. 
President-elect Joe Biden 
was the fair and valid winner 
of this election, and he will 
be President come January 
20, 2021. 

Staff Editorial
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Early every Sunday morning, 
volunteers from Greenville Christian 
Church set up tables in Bicknell Park in 
New Albany. They unpack cars that are 
filled with a variety of items and look 
forward to seeing the faces that have 
become so familiar. The volunteers help 
prepare for the soup kitchen that feeds 
the homeless and people in need.

“I’ve been doing it on my own for 
several years, about four or five, and 
Greenville Christian Church has been 
very supportive. Together we’ve been 
able to serve for two or three years,” said 
volunteer Melissa Martin.

Soup kitchens are extremely 
important. They play key roles in 
communities that have many struggling, 
vulnerable people. They are one of the 
few ways that struggling people can get 
substantial food, encouragement, and 
basic hygiene items.

“We meet the first Saturday of every 
month, and we assemble a couple 
hundred bags. These bags provide 
nutritional-value foods and hygiene 
items,” said Martin.

Soup kitchens differ from food 
pantries. A food pantry provides three-
day food packages to families that have a 
place to live, but that do not have enough 
food. These packages are designed to 
provide nutritionally balanced meals. 
Soup kitchens serve individuals in need 
of a hot meal, and it could be their 
only meal of the day. They are also able 
to hand out essential items, but only 
through donations from people in the 
community. It’s an ideal setting for the 
homeless and those with long-term 
dependence on food assistance.

“I believe food pantries and soup 
kitchens are important in communities 
because they provide less fortunate 
people with access to food and other 
important products that they otherwise 
wouldn’t have. I have served and really 

enjoyed the experience; it felt good to 
know I was helping make a difference in 
somebody’s life,” said junior Finn Miller.

Two known kitchens in Southern 
Indiana and Louisville are “Love 
Transformation Project” and “We 
The People of New Albany.” These 
organizations both strive to help others 
in need through love and compassion.

“The Love Transformation Project has 
been on pause due to COVID-19; we are 
not allowed to go down into Louisville 
but we’re still setting up in New Albany. 
We’ve been seeing about 80 to 90 
homeless and before it gets too cold, it 
will probably grow,” said Martin.

Soup kitchens and food pantries 
rely on donations from organizations 
and individuals who put forth items to 
their cause. Because of the pandemic, 
donations are scarce, yet volunteers 
maintain patience and optimism.

“Soup kitchens are a life source for 
the homeless. Sadly due to COVID-19, 
a lot of them have closed down. That’s 
why we’re doing what we’re doing out 
in Bicknell Park. We have never missed 
a Sunday, rain, snow, freezing weather,” 
said Martin.

Loaves & Fishes, a non-profit family 
kitchen, has a mission to ensure all people 
of different communities that are in need 
have access to nutritious food. Through a 
meal program called Hot Meal, they serve 
more than 25 thousand nutritious free 
meals every week at community centers, 
shelters, and nonprofit agencies. In 2020, 
they have provided over 1,054,000 meals 
for those in need.

“These organizations are so important 
to communities because they bring 
people together. Every year my family 
serves the Christmas meal at St. Mark’s 
Soup Kitchen. I am reminded to be 
intentional with each person I encounter 
there,” said sophomore Emma Fields.

Soup kitchens not only provide food 
and necessities, but they also open up 
opportunities for relationships. Overtime 

they are built, making the experience 
more meaningful. Through trust and 
friendship, multiple people have chosen 
to turn their lives around.

“We are very close to our people. 
They talk to us and we talk to them, 
pray with them, walk with them,” said 
Martin. “People reach out to ask for 
help, them getting clean and eventually 
coming back to help serve others with 
us. It then becomes a ripple effect, with 
them reaching out to people who are also 
seeking help.”

The impact of helping others can 
influence the way people look at the 

world. It does not have to be a huge 
action, it can be as simple as building 
a relationship over a meal. Look 
around: there are hurting people in the 
community.

Senior Kaden Zipen said, “I was 
shocked to see how hard the people who 
ran the pantry worked to help these 
people. What really opened my eyes 
though, was how many people lined up 
for food and essential items. I learned 
that there are so many people out there 
that need a helping hand and we all need 
to do whatever we can to be that helping 
hand.”
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Local soup kitchens provide assistance

GREENVILLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH’S SOUP KITCHEN provides food and supplies to people in need 
in the local community at Bicknell Park in New Albany.

Melissa MartinMelissa Martin/Submitted/Submitted

Melissa MartinMelissa Martin/Submitted/Submitted
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Boys’ swimming team dives into success
Jadon Stoner
Co-Editor-in-Chief

Sophomore Kevin Smith dives into 
the pool and starts swimming towards the 
opposite end. As he continues to shorten 
the distance between himself and the wall 
ahead, the thoughts of all the work he 
has put in start racing through his mind. 
These encouraging thoughts push him 
to be better and to swim faster than his 
opponent in the lane next to him. 

Practice and preparation for this 
season have been much different than 
past years, but the team has had to come 
together and stand up to the challenges 
that are in front of them. It is imperative 
to not view these as roadblocks, but as 
ways to bond together and become a 
better team.

The swimmers have already had a few 
meets this season and are satisfied with 
the results. These boys are also pleased 
that they can even have meets, as the 
possibility of a temporary hiatus or 
permanent cancellation is ever present.

“The season has gone much better than 
I expected, especially with everything 
that is going on,” said Smith, who swims 
breaststroke.

Head coach Joe Perkins has a positive 
outlook on the team’s results so far this 
season.

[We’ve done] as we good as we could 
be expected [to] with everything going 
on in the world. We’ve had two good dual 
meets, have stayed healthy and positive, 
and are working in the right direction,” 
said Perkins.

Though the team is content with their 
early season results, they are looking to 
improve throughout the season and be 
the best they can be.

“I hope to drop time, win sectionals, 
and go to state,” said sophomore distance 
swimmer Payton Bowman.

Sophomore freestyler and backstroker 
Jadyn Gomes has a hopeful outlook on 
the rest of the season ahead and feels this 
team has a lot of promise.

“I think we 
could have a 
very productive 
season and could 
accomplish a lot,” 
said Gomes.

Smith feels that 
the team has done a 
good job adjusting 
to the loss of seniors 
from last year.

“This year a lot of 
our main swimmers 
left for college, 
and we got some 
new swimmers, so 
I personally think 
that we have done 
a really good job 
of pulling together 
and having a lot 
of respect for each 
other,” said Smith.

During these 
weird times, the 
team has had to 
come together in ways that they never 
imagined because of the changes in 
their practice schedule and time allowed 
together in the water.

“I’m really proud of the way the team 
has overcome COVID and fought to 
get back in shape for the season,” said 
Bowman.

The team has been practicing hard 
and understands that how hard they 
practice will result in how well they 
perform during meets.

“We practice like how we race in our 
meets. We have to do this because if we 
don’t do certain technique in practice it 
will never be used during a meet,” said 
Smith.

Freshman butterfly stroker Coleman 
Litch feels prepared by his coach and has 
confidence in the team moving forward.

“Practice has shown us what things 
we should do in meets and how we 
need to improve in order to do better in 
our meets. I think we’ll win [sectionals 

because] of Joe’s good coaching and the 
hard we all put in,” said Litch. 

Perkins is proud of his team and feels 
the effort is there even during this hard 
time.

“We’ve been focusing on flexibility 
with events and giving out team options 
to put the best lineup on paper. We are 
seeing great efforts in our practice, which 
is helping with our meet performance,” 
said Perkins.

Because of these meet-like practices, 
the team feels that they have been ready 
in the first few meets this year.

“I think the practices have translated 
very well. We saw a lot of best times 
being made and a lot of goals being 
accomplished,” said Gomes.

Bowman said he personally feels that 
his hard work in practice has paid off in 
the meets so far.

“I work really hard at practice and I 
think it really allowed me the opportunity 
to get back to racing after a long time of 
being out of the water,” said Bowman.

The team feels that this early success 
will translate to the rest of the season and 
into the postseason.

“I think our team has a shot at 
winning sectionals this year. Our team 
is a lot smaller than last year’s, so we 
are going to have to work extra hard to 
get that win. Our team could advance 
far into the future with more and more 
freshmen joining the team each year,” 
said Gomes.

The mindset amongst the team is that 
if they keep working hard and improving 
as the season goes on, they have a good 
chance of standing on the podium in the 
end.

Perkins said, “We have some strengths 
on our team that others don’t have. We 
have the three best divers in the conference 
and sectional which will translate to a lot 
of points in the championship meets. We 
should get some individual swimmers 
to the state meet along with our three 
divers. All three divers have a chance to 
score at the state meet this year.”

SENIOR SETH OWINGS swims freestyle at the workout at boys’ swim practice on Thursday, Dec. 3.

Ann DriggsAnn Driggs//The BagpiperThe Bagpiper
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How and why did you want to get involved in wrestling?How and why did you want to get involved in wrestling?

“I started getting motivated in athletics freshman year and I said “I started getting motivated in athletics freshman year and I said 
I wanted to take that further, so sophomore year I switched into I wanted to take that further, so sophomore year I switched into 
the weight lifting class in school and I was really enjoying it, but I the weight lifting class in school and I was really enjoying it, but I 
wanted to do something while track was off season and I wanted wanted to do something while track was off season and I wanted 
to challenge myself. So I thought about joining martial arts to challenge myself. So I thought about joining martial arts 
classes and I thought about taking another sport. That’s when classes and I thought about taking another sport. That’s when 
it crossed my mind about wrestling, so I started talking to my it crossed my mind about wrestling, so I started talking to my 
friends that were in it and they were telling me really good things friends that were in it and they were telling me really good things 
about it.”about it.”

What is it like to be in a male-dominated sport?What is it like to be in a male-dominated sport?

“Being in a male-dominated sport is way different than being on “Being in a male-dominated sport is way different than being on 
an all girls team. I notice the differences from being on the track an all girls team. I notice the differences from being on the track 
team and being on the wrestling team. The guys have a sense of team and being on the wrestling team. The guys have a sense of 
humor where they mess around with you and they really care and humor where they mess around with you and they really care and 
respect you in the end.”respect you in the end.”

If you could give any piece of advice to other athletes, or female If you could give any piece of advice to other athletes, or female 
athletes in predominately male sports, what would you say?athletes in predominately male sports, what would you say?

“I’d say if you’re a female wanting to join wrestling or any other “I’d say if you’re a female wanting to join wrestling or any other 
male-dominated sport to go for it. It’s going to be challenging at male-dominated sport to go for it. It’s going to be challenging at 
first to step out of your comfort zone and go into that, but in the first to step out of your comfort zone and go into that, but in the 
end it’s worth it. It’ll make you better at the sport. It’ll do a lot of end it’s worth it. It’ll make you better at the sport. It’ll do a lot of 
good things for you.”good things for you.”

What is it like to be you?What is it like to be you?

“I really like pushing myself out of my comfort zone to do stuff “I really like pushing myself out of my comfort zone to do stuff 
that I’ve never tried before even though it’s challenging and that I’ve never tried before even though it’s challenging and 
scary. I’m glad I pushed myself to do something that I wasn’t able scary. I’m glad I pushed myself to do something that I wasn’t able 
to do before and I’m glad to be working on those types of skills.”to do before and I’m glad to be working on those types of skills.”

11  in 1800: junior Karli Neathamerin 1800: junior Karli Neathamer
Tuesday, Dec. 15, 2020Tuesday, Dec. 15, 2020Page 24Page 24 FEATURESFEATURES

To watch a multimedia video about Neathamer, go to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com.
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