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As the A capella and Treble 
Essence choirs take the stage, 
choir director Angela Hampton 
raises her baton and smiles 
warmly at her students to signify 
that they are ready to begin 
performing. Hampton cues the 
piano to begin playing, and with 
one unified breath, the choir 
students begin to sing.

Last night, the choir students 
had their first performance of 
the year. Students had been 

rehearsing this music since the 
beginning of the year, and new 
pieces were added throughout 
the first quarter. With this 
school year being different than 
most, performances have not 
been on their normal schedule. 
Usually the choir performs an 
early fall concert, but this year, 
with the altered daily school 
schedule, the concert has been 
pushed back further. 

At this concert, the A 
capella choir showcased four 
pieces. These included, “The 
Awakening,” “Like a River In 

My Soul,” “Hine e Hine,” and 
“Bashana Haba’ah.” The first 
piece, “The Awakening,” tells a 
story of a world without music. 
It expresses the loneliness and 
sorrow of a world with no 
performances. 

Junior Emma Whelan, A 
capella and Treble Essence 
soprano, said, “My favorite 
piece to perform off of this 
concert is “The Awakening” 
because it draws such strong 
parallels to what is happening in 
the world right now. It’s about 
being in a hazy dream filled 

with silence where ‘no choirs 
sang to change the world,’ and 
everything feels withered and 
dead, but by the end we wake 
up and music prevails and once 
again spirits soar. I just think it’s 
an absolutely beautiful piece, 
both in respect to its text and its 
sound.”

The second piece A capella 
students performed last night 
was, “Like a River In My Soul.” 
According to Beckenhorst Inc., a 
press company, “The river flows 
steady and calm in this beautiful 
arrangement of the traditional 

spiritual. It is impossible to 
ignore the underlying intensity 
which rises and falls, as peace, 
love and joy move from river 
to ocean, to fountain and back 
again.”

The A capella students 
performed two pieces from the 
beginning of the year when they 
were doing a world music unit 
in class. Both “Hine e Hine,” 
[Maori] and “Bashana Haba’ah” 
[Hebrew] are written and 
performed in foreign languages. 
Students in class were exposed 
to different styles of music 
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from different regions that are 
performed all over the world. 

Lastly, the A capella students 
performed two classic pieces. 
They performed “White 
Christmas,” a piece usually 
performed at Winter Fantasia. 
Bringing a bit of Christmas 
cheer to people at this time 
was a focus of the concert. 
A capella also performed 
“The Irish Blessing,” that 
has been performed for 
many generations. This 
piece is unique to the 
choral department, and is 
performed at the end of 
every concert. 

The Treble Essence 
choir performed five 
pieces as well. These 
pieces include “Glow,” 
“Sansa Kroma,” “Kling 
Glöcken Kling,” “Have Yourself 
a Merry Little Christmas,” and 
finally “Salangadou.” The first 
piece, “Glow,” was written 
by the famous composer Eric 
Whitacre. He wrote this song 
for the World of Color Honor 
Choir to perform at the Winter 
Dreams show at the Disneyland 
Resort in Anaheim, California. 
Both A capella and Treble 
Essence choirs watched and 
reviewed Eric Whitacre’s virtual 
choir performances including 
many choral singers from across 
the U.S. that he created during 
quarantine earlier in the year.

Next, the Treble Essence 
choir performed a piece titled 
“Sansa Kroma.” According 
to J.W. Pepper, a publishing 
company, it is “Another 
addition to your multicultural 
programming that includes 
authentic native percussion and 
infectious beats.” This piece was 
also added into the selection 
during the world music unit 
that Hampton did with her 
choirs during the first quarter 

of the school year. The treble 
essence choir also performed a 
piece titled, “Salangadou” which 
is a Creole folk song written in 
Creole language. This piece also 
fell into the world music unit.

Finally, they performed 
“Kling Glöcken Kling,” a 

German carol. This song creates 
the imagery of Christmas bells 
ringing. This allusion is created 
by vocals that “cheerfully 
imitate each other,” said J.W. 
Pepper. Along with the German 
Christmas Carol, the choir 
also performed “Have Yourself 
a Merry Little Christmas,” a 
traditional American Christmas 
song. The Treble Essence choir 
brought Christmas cheer to 
the performance last night with 
these pieces. 

Due to COVID-19, 
performances have been pushed 
back for many performing arts 
classes. The choral department’s 
first performance of the year 
is typically in the fall, but this 
has been pushed back to the 
winter this year. As well as 
performances being rearranged, 
the class itself has changed. 
Now, each day in class is an 
independent rehearsal. This has 
also been an adjustment for the 
choir classes.

Sophomore Charlee Watson, 
an A capella alto, said “Since 

we are doing a hybrid schedule, 
we had limited time together as 
a group, And since choir is all 
about sounding good together, 
not being able to be in one room 
on a normal schedule has put us 
at a disadvantage.” 

This was before FC was put 
onto a fully virtual 
schedule. Now, 
virtual rehearsals 
are being used as 
practice for now 
with choir. Students 
also had multiple 
safe rehearsals 
outside of class time 
that helped to join 
the group together 
and unify the sound 
being produced.

Choral students 
have had to find 

many ways to stay motivated 
and keep the passion for 
their art alive through these 
unprecedented times. Senior 
Hunter Marlow, an A capella 
bass said, “Just the ambition 
of wanting to grow and make 
myself a better performer and 
person,” said Marlow. “I know 
all these people around me that 
are working hard and so I don’t 
want to be the link that breaks 
in the chain. It’s a group effort.” 
The motivation that drives 
students to perform their best is 
always the backbone of a good 
performance.

While much rehearsal 
time goes into the school day, 
students also participated in 
many independent rehearsals to 
better themselves individually. 
Preparation for a performance is 
key to being successful. Students 
are held accountable in class for 
their independent work.

Senior Tre Gaines, an A 
capella tenor, said, “I’m just 
trying to keep a positive attitude 
and push myself harder.” Giving 

himself a goal each rehearsal 
and pushing himself kept him 
busy in preparation for the 
performance.

Preparation for a performance 
like this was different than 
preparation for most normal 
concerts. Many students found 
ways to make their independent 
rehearsals more meaningful, and 
were motivated to practice more 
by themselves to put in work 
and do their own part.

Sophomore Cassie Nevitt, 
a Treble Essence soprano, said 
that she just has to “sit down 
and work,” or she will never get 
everything learned. Practice and 
repetition are ways of ensuring 
that she will have a successful 
performance. 

Repetition is another way 
students become successful in 
their practices. Everyone doing 
their part of the work ensures 
the success of the concert as 
a whole. When everybody 
takes time to practice, group 
rehearsals go smoother, which 
makes the performance tend to 
go smoother too.

Senior Alivia Singleton, an 

A capella and Treble Essence 
alto, said “I try to ensure that 
the performance is as successful 
as possible by giving it my all, 
knowing my part and singing 
with my whole heart.” In times 
like these, putting drive and 
passion into their music being 
sung has tremendously lifted 
the spirits of the students in the 
choral department.

Students were eager to 
perform this concert as their 
first of the year. While many 
activities had been pushed 
back and delayed this year, the 
performing arts have found safe 
ways for the show to go on. A 
feeling of normalcy that comes 
with performing has returned to 
the choir. 

Before their performance last 
night, junior Kendall Shourds, 
an A capella soprano said, “I’m 
very excited for this performance 
because it’s going to be the first 
time the community will be able 
to see all the hard work we’ve 
put into our music over the past 
semester. Music is my passion 
and I hope that people see that 
through the music.”

Tuesday, Dec. 15, 2020 Page 17A&E

““I know all these people 
around me that are working 
hard, and so I don’t want to 
be the link that breaks the 
chain. It’s a group effort.

““

Hunter Marlow
senior

A capella:
- “The Awakening” by Joseph M. Martin
- “Like a River” by Tim Osiek
- “Bashana Haba’ah” by John Leavitt
- “Hine e Hine” by David Hamilton
- “White Christmas” by Mac Huff
- “The Irish Blessing” by Chester L. Alwes

Treble Essense:
- “Glow” by Eric Whitacre
- “Sansa Kroma” by Felicia A. B. Sandler
- “Kling Glöcken Kling” by Robert Sieving
- “Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas” by Jacob  
    Narverud
- “Salangadou” by Susan Brumfield

Last Night’s Set List


