
said history teacher Katherine 
Mathews. 

“Obviously, we now have 
constant access to news and 
can learn extensively about 
the candidates before we vote, 
so I think it is time to look at 
changes to how the Electoral 
College works.” said Mathews.

The Electoral College has 
been a hot topic for debate and 
will likely continue to be one in 
the coming years.

“The Electoral College 
is going to change based on 
population, and the area you 
live in has a huge effect on 
who you’re going to vote for. 
Whether you try to be unbiased, 
ultimately, the people you’re 

surrounded with affect the way 
you see things and affect the way 
you view different policies,” said 
junior Haylie Jefferson.

Even with the reassurance 
given by the voting system 
along with election officials 
and government divisions, the 
claims of an unfair election still 
remain. So, how do these two 
stark realities exist in the same 
space?

“Our personal reality is 
determined by the stimuli that 
we sense and how we perceive 
that information [organize and 
interpret it]. Therefore, two 
different people could be in 
the same situation but notice 
different pieces of information 

presented or perceive them 
differently based on their own 
personal life experiences and 
their current line of thinking,” 
said psychology teacher 
Chad Clunie.

Personal experience is 
a sizable factor that has an 
impact on how someone 
will react to an outcome, 
whether that outcome is 
wanted or not. 

“People aren’t accepting 
the election results because 
they didn’t get their way 
and that’s going to happen 
with anything in life even 
before this year; even 
before we had such a high 
number of mail-in ballots. 
People are always going to make 
allegations when they don’t get 
their way and in every area of 
life that’s going to happen,” said 
Jefferson.

The way someone views the 
world around them not only 
differs for each person due to 
personal experience, but also 
due to how one is taught to look 
at the world.

“This relates to flaws in our 
cognitive processing and how 
we’ve been taught to analyze 
or not analyze information,” 
said Clunie. “For example, one 
example of our cognitive flaws 
that relates to this is called belief 
perseverance. This is when 
we still believe in something 
even after it has been proven 
inaccurate. Another flaw is 
confirmation bias, which is 
where you only look for [or] 
notice information that supports 
your beliefs [and] opinions and 
ignore contradictory data [or] 
information.”

In the age of social lockdown 
and isolation, oftentimes seeing 
things as they are can prove 
more difficult as well.

“Anytime people live 

through something so difficult 
and unexpected, conspiracy 
theories seem to abound. I think 
it’s hard for people to face reality 

sometimes, and it’s much easier 
to buy into the politicization 
of the facts rather than the 
worrisome facts themselves. 
I think since our nation is so 
divided right now that it is very 
hard for some people to accept 
the results of the election, just as 
it was for other people in 2016. 
Social media contributes to this 
divide, since people often only 
see their chosen party’s side of 
things and not a balanced look 
at both sides of the divide”, said 
Matthews.

The nation being somewhat 
isolated with limited interaction 
has not only an effect on how 
people reacted to the election, 
but also on how people 
interacted with those around 
them after the election and how 
they also felt about themselves.

“I think that social media is a 
place where people can respond 
without any repercussions 
because they’re not saying it 
to people face to face and they 
don’t really have to worry how 
their peers will react to them. 
They can say whatever they 
want to and get away with it. 
And also, social media creates a 

situation where it’s easy enough 
to gain access to information and 
people don’t really have to try, 
they really don’t have to know 

what they’re talking 
about and they can 
just say things and 
they don’t have to 
know whether they 
are being accurate 
in what they’re 
saying about the 
government or not,” 
said McKay.

With or without 
social media the 
role that interaction 
plays in society 
continues to become 
more clear in the age 

of social isolation and following 
the election.

“I believe that many people 
have turned to social media 
lately as a way to interact with 
others in place of face-to-
face interactions during the 
pandemic. Though helpful 
perhaps in some ways, I think 
most would say that observing 
others on social media is not 
the same as spending time 
interacting in person with 
others,” said Clunie.

The discussion of politics 
often provokes some sort 
of conservation no matter 
what one’s viewpoint is. As 
social isolation continues, the 
importance of socializing no 
matter the form comes to the 
forefront of many minds.

Clunie said, “There are 
certainly psychology studies that 
show the importance of social 
interaction and attachment to 
the mental health and well-being 
of both animals and humans. 
Severe isolation seems to have 
a profound negative effect on 
most individuals including 
issues with mental health and 
relating to others.”

Cara Akin
News Editor

In early Nov., Americans 
were glued to their television 
screens across the nation waiting 
for the final call for the 2020 
presidential election. President-
elect Joe Biden is set to be sworn 
into office on Jan. 20, 2021, but 
some Americans believe that 
the election was not conducted 
fairly. 

 “I don’t think the election 
was conducted fairly, there were 
too many irregularities.Waiting 
so long for the election results 
was frustrating because it was 
obvious there would be some 
sort of fraud,” said freshman 
Ella Funk.

Regardless of whether or 
not students were of voting age 
in the past election, many still 
have opinions of their own on 
how they would feel if they had 
voted.

 “If I voted I would feel 
frustrated because you want 
the election to be valid and to 
be able to trust in the voting 
system. I want to believe in a 
secure voting system but I don’t 
anymore. They found 600,000 
votes all for Biden in the middle 
of the night and in Arizona the 
numbers don’t add up according 
to the numbers of voters with 
the population. A month after 
election day they were still 
receiving lots of votes ,” said 
Funk.

Others believe that the 
election was as fair as it could 
have been and according to a 
statement given by Attorney 

General William Barr to The 
Associated Press,  “The Justice 
Department uncovered no 
evidence of widespread voter 
fraud that could change the 
election’s outcome.”

“I definitely think that not 
being around people as much 
has skewed our views on what is 
appropriate in our interactions, 
but I think the election was 
conducted as fairly as was able 
under the current conditions”, 
said junior Jasmine Hodapp.

With or without social 
isolation, the political landscape 
in America can prove to be 
an environment of stress and 
uncertainty for voters, even 
those who witness the election 
rather than participate in it 
often feel the stress as well.

“I didn’t vote because I’m 
17, but the election made me 
feel extremely anxious”, said 
Hodapp.

The United States 
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure 
Security Agency released a 
statement in response to rising 
uncertainty along with these 
claims of fraud with the hope 
of reassuring distraught citizens 
stating that “The Nov. 3 election 
was the most secure in American 
history.”

Across the country, states 
implement security measures to 
not only ensure that votes are 
accurate but also to help boost 
confidence in the voting system. 

According to the 
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure 
Security Agency, “Voting 
systems were made secure 
through pre-election testing, 
state certification of voting 
equipment and the U.S. Election 

Assistance Commission’s 
certification of equipment.”

Not only are voters protected 
through various cybersecurity 
measures, but they are also 
protected through a defense 
mechanism framed into our 
constitution to ensure the fair 
results of elections.

“The Electoral College 
was designed by the framers 
deliberately, like the rest of the 
Constitution, to counteract 
the worst human impulses and 
protect the nation from the 
dangers inherent in democracy,” 
noted National Affairs in a Fall 
2020 publication.

Even before the present 
century, voting frameworks such 
as the Electoral College were put 
into place to ensure that voters 
could not only vote confidently, 
but also feel confident in how 
their vote was being counted.

“The Electoral College 
is there to prevent what the 
founders called ‘the tyranny of 
the majority’ so in other words, 
if there is always a majority 
and no one has any ability to 
counteract the powers and 
actions of that majority then 
that’s a bad thing,” said social 
studies teacher Mark McKay.

While the United States 
has very large states such as 
California or Texas,  those states 
with smaller populations such 
as Indiana, would quickly lose 
their political voice in elections 
without the balance the 
Electoral College brings.

“There is a movement out 
there to get the Electoral College 
amended in the constitution. 
I would be surprised if that 
happened because although 

there are some states that would 
vote for an amendment to get 
rid of the Electoral College, 
three fourths of states have to 
ratify an amendment and I 
don’t think that would happen. 
I think there would be enough 
of the small states like Indiana 
that would say, ‘if there’s not an 
electoral college then we will 
never have a political voice to 
choose the president again,” so I 
don’t think it will happen,” said 
McKay.

While many Americans 

are in support of the Electoral 
College and its power to protect 
smaller states, others believe it is 
an outdated system.

“I think it is time to revisit 
the way we conduct elections in 
this country. The Constitution 
works so well because it’s 
authors included mechanisms to 
change the document as society 
changed. The Electoral College 
was created at a time when 
people did not have easy access 
to the news and didn’t know 
much about the candidates,” 
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Election results create differing realities
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Shari Rowe
News Reporter ““...Two different people could 

be in the same situation 
but notice different pieces 
of information presented or 
perceive them differently.

““

Chad Clunie
psychology teacher

As confusion and conspiracies surrounding the election swirl, liberals and conservatives fight over who really won.


