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National Honor Society promotes values
Catherine Amos
News Reporter

On Sept. 27, 69 students 
entered the FC gymnasium to 
be inducted into the National 
Honor Society [NHS]. Proud 
parents dotted the bleachers. 
FC counselor and NHS sponsor 
Larissa Jerke took to the stage. 

“National recognition 
programs like the National 
Honor Society strive to place 
a much-needed emphasis and 
spotlight on whole-person 
growth,” states the NHS 
website. 

Students have to meet a 
minimum GPA requirement and 
participate in their community. 
Their membership recognizes 
these achievements. For new 
members and their sponsor, 
however, the NHS means more 
than just recognition.

“It is a program that elevates 
our school’s commitment 
to the values of four pillars: 
scholarship, service, leadership, 
and character,” said Jerke. 

Inductees vow to uphold 
these pillars as NHS members. 
On the surface, they seem 
simple. But for each student, 
these pillars can mean something 
different. 

“Being a member of the 
National Honor Society means 
being kind and respectful 
towards everyone, never 
refraining from lending others a 
hand, and devoting 100% effort 
to my school work,” said senior 
and NHS member Lauren 
Fancher. 

Students join the NHS 
for a variety of reasons, as the 
program offers benefits like 
scholarships, college advisors, 
and badges that give credit to a 

student’s qualifications.
“I applied to join the 

National Honor Society because 
I wanted colleges to see that I am 
an upstanding citizen dedicated 
to setting a good example,” 
said senior and NHS member 
Shelby Stocke.

Scholarships and college 
recognition are only a couple 
of many reasons why a student 
might join the NHS. Everyone 
applies for a different reason.

“I applied to the NHS 
because I love helping others, 
and I want to be involved 
with more community service 
opportunities. Also, I hope 
to meet new students,” said 
Fancher.

Every meeting, NHS 
members gather or call to make 
decisions and plan community 
service. They recently collected 
money to help celebrate FC 
principals. Senior and NHS 
president Keeton Gibson was a 
leading part of this activity.

“What we did for Principals’ 
Month was to collect money 
from NHS members to put 
together gifts,” said Gibson. The 
money went toward knotted 
blankets, keychains, cups, and 
Qdoba gift cards for each of the 
principals.

Everyone’s applications 
looked different, because every 
student is different. Every 
applicant has something unique 
to offer their community.

“To prepare for the National 
Honor Society application 
process, I made sure my grades 
were excellent, and I was a role 
model for my fellow classmates 
and peers,” said Stocke.

The four pillars of the NHS 
must not only be shown on the 
application, but also must be 

upheld through the rest of the 
member’s high school career.

“I signed up for classes that 
would provide me with a bit of a 
challenge. Early in my freshman 
year, I developed a study routine 
so that I would work ahead 
on the weekends and not fall 
behind during the school week. 
I have followed this routine 
ever since,” said Fancher. She 
also participates in several 
extracurriculars, including FC 
Dance Marathon [FCDM], 
Best Buddies, Interact Club, 
and tennis.

In addition, both Stocke and 
Fancher have also taken part in 
their community through their 
participation in orchestra and 
the Girl Scouts of Kentuckiana. 
Community service is a major 
part of NHS membership, 
and members are required to 
participate in service activities.

Members meet through 
video calls and communicate as 
much as possible. But despite 
the perseverance of its members 
and sponsor, COVID-19 has 
affected the NHS just as it has 
affected everyone. 

“The Spring Induction 
was delayed and therefore the 
committee was unable to meet 
until we returned to the building 
in the fall. Officers from last year 
were not able to attend the most 
recent induction,” said Jerke.

NHS members and Jerke are 
determined to continue helping 
their community despite the 
current circumstances.

Stocke said, “National Honor 
Society means being a part of a 
community of students who are 
dedicated, accomplished, and 
driven in their goals.”
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