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Society to blame for continued inequality

The United States of America 
as a country has existed for 
roughly 244 years, if we are 
going by the day the Declaration 
of Independence was signed. 
They made a call to arms against 
oppressors, fighting for liberty 
and justice for all. The fight for 
the free man.

The United States of America 
has been a land of discrimination 
and inequality for all 244 of 
those years.

Our country has always 
seemed to have a two-steps-
forward, one-step-back approach 
to issues of discrimination. 

Slavery was outlawed, and Jim 
Crow laws were set into place. 
The first black president was 
elected, and a racist president 
followed immediately after him. 
Although many inequality issues 
have been resolved, not enough 
changes have been made to 
stop the blatant bigotry in our 
country.

This year, the awareness that 
a change is needed has been a lot 
more widespread compared to 
the past decade, or even several 
decades. The Black Lives Matter 
[BLM] movement has taken the 
country by storm since George 
Floyd was murdered by a 
police officer on May 25. Since 
then, there have been peaceful 
protests, riots, and thousands of 
people and political campaigns 

speaking out against the police 
brutality that has plagued our 
nation since the system was set 
in place. 

And yet, the man who killed 
Breonna Taylor is charged with 
wanton endangerment, instead 
of killing an innocent woman, 
and his accomplices face no 
charges.

Two steps forward, one step 
back.

As a white woman speaking 
from an outside perspective, I 
know I will never come close to 
understanding the generational 
trauma that people of color 
face every day. However, as a 
human with empathy, what I do 
understand disgusts me. 

In 2015, an investigation by 
the Washington Post discovered 
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that the FBI was undercounting 
fatal shootings by on-duty 
police officers every year, due 
to voluntary police reports 
failing to accurately report the 
casualties. The numbers the 
FBI provided were proven to 
be incorrect by over half of the 
reported value. 

After this discovery, a study 
was set in motion to find out 
just how many fatal shootings 
were caused by the police every 
year.

In the past five years, the 
Washington Post has logged 
a steady rate of nearly 1,000 
deaths a year. That is 5,000 
people. 

The same study shows that 
despite being less than 13 
percent of the population, black 
people are killed at more than 
twice the rate than white people 
are.

Those numbers should scare 
you. Even though more and 
more people are speaking up as 
the years go by, there has been 
no resolve to the issue. People 
are hurt and dying, but it goes 
on and on without stopping. 

BLM is not a new movement. 
The hashtag trended on Twitter 
in 2013, and activists for the 
cause started advocating in the 
2016 election four years ago. It 
was only after George Floyd’s 
death that the majority of 
people took real notice.

Why did it take so long? 
This is fueled by decades 

worth of turned heads and 
apathy in a learned society. 
Ending white silence is 
important because in a country 
where racism is still strong, 
we have a duty to listen to 
minorities, and we often do not.

However, this is also fueled 
by decades worth of covering up 
abuse after abuse.

Some time after a war with 
the labor unions in the 1930s, 
the police formed their own 
unions. It has been shown 
that the police union has been 
covering for officers that have a 
history of brutality and abuse. 
The Mother Jones article “The 
Infuriating History of Why 
Police Unions Have So Much 
Power” shows that these unions 
are not the same. Instead, they 
fight for people who in any 
other situation would have been 
fired, and most likely arrested. 

The hypocrisy of the situation 
is staggering. If a teacher, or any 
adult, were to shoot a student  
or person for even a small 
infraction, they would face jail 
time. Cops have not only gotten 
away with these crimes, they 
have also kept their jobs.

It is not news that the police 
defend their own. In fact, it even 
has its own term, known as the 
“blue wall of silence.” Officers 
have a recorded habit of staying 
silent due to an unspoken 
code. In the USA Today article 
“Why an ex-FBI agent decided 
to break through the blue wall 
of silence,” a former FBI agent 
confesses that staying silent is 
par for the course when serving.

Things like this only 
encourage the deeply rooted 
racism in our country’s police 
force. 

The United States started as a 
caricature of a free country, and 
even with the steps our country 
has taken, it is not enough. 
People are dying. Do not brush 
it to the side. Do your research.

Say their names.
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Agree or disagree? Submit a reader letter to bagpiper.fchs@gmail.com to offer another side.


