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It is finally testing season, but instead 
of students walking into classrooms to 
finish unit tests and finals, students are 
setting up a second camera and checking 
their WiFi to take assessments in their 
bedrooms.

This time of year, students would 
normally be preparing for finals and 
other big unit tests, but now that the 
rest of the semester is all-virtual, testing 
has completely changed for students and 
teachers.

“The tests are now online, and most 
of the questions involve higher-level 
thinking instead of simple recalling. 
Also, tests are stringently timed and 
monitored,” said English teacher Mark 
Haviland. 

Teachers have also had to change 
the format of tests to accommodate all-
virtual learning.

“I’ve had to change the length of 
assessments, as well as the format of 
many of my assessments,” said Spanish 
teacher Amanda Ford.

One of the most noticeable effects of 
virtual testing is the stress on students 
and teachers.

“The biggest difference I have seen 
testing virtually is the draining effect 
it has on both teachers and students. 
Teachers have to modify all of the 
prior exams they have given and create 
a virtual exam that is both fair yet 
challenging, whereas students have to 
find a quiet place at home and learn how 
to take an assessment in such a unique 
environment,” said senior Brooke Ellis.

New distractions and roadblocks arise 
as testing is done at home. Students are 
finding it even more stressful than the 
more traditional paper and pencil tests.

“It is way more stressful to test online, 
and harder. For math and science classes, 
I like to go through and underline things 
and write things on my paper, and circle 

questions to come back to later. None of 
that is possible with a virtual test,” said  
senior Jade Coxon.

However, some students have had 
a more positive experience with testing 
virtually. 

“I prefer testing online. I just feel like 
it’s easier to do because on paper tests 
you have to erase and rewrite all your 
answers if you mess up,” said freshman 
Sydnee Metzinger. 

Some teachers have also decided to 
use project-based assessments instead of 
traditional tests.

“We have been giving project-based 
assessments which means instead of 
it being a one-day test with 20 plus 
questions, we are giving them a two-, 
maybe three-day project that allows them 
time to show what they are learning from 
our lessons,” said math teacher Samantha 
Poindexter. 

One of the biggest issues teachers 
have faced is preventing students from 
cheating and using other resources 
during tests. 

“A lot of the times a teacher can just 
tell, as we can even without the current 
layout …other times it may be that 
something looks just like the layout on 
someone else’s test or just the way it is 
shown on an app like PhotoMath.” said 
Poindexter. 

Some teachers are reducing the risk 
of cheating through various technology 
resources. 

“There are various safe-guards, [such 
as]  cameras, Blocksi, Google Meet data, 
etcetera, that we have, so I rely on them 
as much as possible,” said Ford.

Not only are unit tests and quizzes 
looking different this semester, but finals 
are as well. Because of the difficulties 
that arise with virtual testing, there is no 
requirement for teachers to give finals 
this semester. 

“More advanced courses will have 
finals like usual; however, other classes 
will have an alternate assignment,” said 
Haviland.

Despite these changes, students expect 

that the next few weeks of testing will still 
be stressful.

“I think finals will have very negative 
effects because it will be really hard for 
teachers to create a virtual exam and it 
will be hard for students to find a space 
that will be quiet enough for a student to 
take such a long exam,” said Ellis.

To reduce the stress of finals on 
students, a new schedule has been created 
for testing.

“If teachers have assessments, they 
will be turned in or completed by the 
students on the following days. Dec. 11 
and 16, English and world language, Dec. 
14 and 17, social studies and science, 
Dec. 15 and 18, math and electives,” said  

principal Rob Willman.
Although there are main difficulties 

that come along with virtual testing, 
it is important to remember that both 
teachers and students have been working 
hard to make virtual testing work.

“I think a lot of teachers have been 
listening to our comments and trying 
to change tests to make them more 
manageable online, but really there isn’t 
always a good solution. Everyone’s trying 
their best, though,” said Coxon.

Testing traditionally has always been 
stressful for teachers and students, and 
now that it is all-virtual, everyone is faced 
with a new set of issues, but with new 
problems comes new solutions.
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SOPHOMORE BRENDAN NICKLESS takes a test on his chromebook.
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