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Boys’ swimming team dives into success
Jadon Stoner
Co-Editor-in-Chief

Sophomore Kevin Smith dives into 
the pool and starts swimming towards the 
opposite end. As he continues to shorten 
the distance between himself and the wall 
ahead, the thoughts of all the work he 
has put in start racing through his mind. 
These encouraging thoughts push him 
to be better and to swim faster than his 
opponent in the lane next to him. 

Practice and preparation for this 
season have been much different than 
past years, but the team has had to come 
together and stand up to the challenges 
that are in front of them. It is imperative 
to not view these as roadblocks, but as 
ways to bond together and become a 
better team.

The swimmers have already had a few 
meets this season and are satisfied with 
the results. These boys are also pleased 
that they can even have meets, as the 
possibility of a temporary hiatus or 
permanent cancellation is ever present.

“The season has gone much better than 
I expected, especially with everything 
that is going on,” said Smith, who swims 
breaststroke.

Head coach Joe Perkins has a positive 
outlook on the team’s results so far this 
season.

[We’ve done] as we good as we could 
be expected [to] with everything going 
on in the world. We’ve had two good dual 
meets, have stayed healthy and positive, 
and are working in the right direction,” 
said Perkins.

Though the team is content with their 
early season results, they are looking to 
improve throughout the season and be 
the best they can be.

“I hope to drop time, win sectionals, 
and go to state,” said sophomore distance 
swimmer Payton Bowman.

Sophomore freestyler and backstroker 
Jadyn Gomes has a hopeful outlook on 
the rest of the season ahead and feels this 
team has a lot of promise.

“I think we 
could have a 
very productive 
season and could 
accomplish a lot,” 
said Gomes.

Smith feels that 
the team has done a 
good job adjusting 
to the loss of seniors 
from last year.

“This year a lot of 
our main swimmers 
left for college, 
and we got some 
new swimmers, so 
I personally think 
that we have done 
a really good job 
of pulling together 
and having a lot 
of respect for each 
other,” said Smith.

During these 
weird times, the 
team has had to 
come together in ways that they never 
imagined because of the changes in 
their practice schedule and time allowed 
together in the water.

“I’m really proud of the way the team 
has overcome COVID and fought to 
get back in shape for the season,” said 
Bowman.

The team has been practicing hard 
and understands that how hard they 
practice will result in how well they 
perform during meets.

“We practice like how we race in our 
meets. We have to do this because if we 
don’t do certain technique in practice it 
will never be used during a meet,” said 
Smith.

Freshman butterfly stroker Coleman 
Litch feels prepared by his coach and has 
confidence in the team moving forward.

“Practice has shown us what things 
we should do in meets and how we 
need to improve in order to do better in 
our meets. I think we’ll win [sectionals 

because] of Joe’s good coaching and the 
hard we all put in,” said Litch. 

Perkins is proud of his team and feels 
the effort is there even during this hard 
time.

“We’ve been focusing on flexibility 
with events and giving out team options 
to put the best lineup on paper. We are 
seeing great efforts in our practice, which 
is helping with our meet performance,” 
said Perkins.

Because of these meet-like practices, 
the team feels that they have been ready 
in the first few meets this year.

“I think the practices have translated 
very well. We saw a lot of best times 
being made and a lot of goals being 
accomplished,” said Gomes.

Bowman said he personally feels that 
his hard work in practice has paid off in 
the meets so far.

“I work really hard at practice and I 
think it really allowed me the opportunity 
to get back to racing after a long time of 
being out of the water,” said Bowman.

The team feels that this early success 
will translate to the rest of the season and 
into the postseason.

“I think our team has a shot at 
winning sectionals this year. Our team 
is a lot smaller than last year’s, so we 
are going to have to work extra hard to 
get that win. Our team could advance 
far into the future with more and more 
freshmen joining the team each year,” 
said Gomes.

The mindset amongst the team is that 
if they keep working hard and improving 
as the season goes on, they have a good 
chance of standing on the podium in the 
end.

Perkins said, “We have some strengths 
on our team that others don’t have. We 
have the three best divers in the conference 
and sectional which will translate to a lot 
of points in the championship meets. We 
should get some individual swimmers 
to the state meet along with our three 
divers. All three divers have a chance to 
score at the state meet this year.”

SENIOR SETH OWINGS swims freestyle at the workout at boys’ swim practice on Thursday, Dec. 3.
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