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Senior guard Grace Suer 
dribbles the ball at the top of 
the key. She peers down the 
lane, looking for one of her 
teammates to get open. Junior 
guard Keegan Kaiser cuts tightly 
off a screen and Suer dumps it 
off to her for an easy layup.

This season has been a 
whirlwind of ups and downs for 

the girls’ basketball team. They 
started their season strong with 
a 61-21 win over South Central. 
They were only able to get in 
three games which included 
a 52-22 loss to Columbus 
East and a 63-22 win against 
Evansville Harrison before the 
unfortunate happened. 

“Over half of our JV and 
varsity team tested positive for 
COVID,” said junior small 
forward Kendall Brown.

For two weeks, the girls’ 
basketball team had to 
quarantine. This meant no 
practicing with the team and 
each athlete had to isolate 
themselves inside their homes. 
The team had to put in the work 
on their own time to stay in 
shape.

“We all had to quarantine, 
putting us two weeks behind. 
We have to make up five 
practices before we could start 
playing again. Taking two weeks 
off from playing is going to hurt 
us because it’s going to take a lot 
of work getting back in shape,” 
said Brown.

Although the rest of the 
season is up in the air, the team 
is still focused on the tasks 
ahead. 

“We have a lot of hope 
for this year and want the 
opportunity to be able to prove 
that we are a great team. We 
have been using our challenges 
to our advengentage everyday. 
[We are] working our butts off 
now to prove that we are a great 
team and making the most of 
this year now just in case we 
don’t get to finish the season,” 
said senior forward and guard 
Laney Siewert.

The team’s first game back 
from quarantine was against 
Madison. The outcome of this 
game was not what they were 
looking for, with a 43-23 loss. 
However, this loss just motivates 
them to keep working hard to 
improve.

Regardless of their loss, the 
team did not let this get them 
down, and decided to face #1in 
3A Silver Creek. The outcome 
of this game was not what they 
were looking for with a 79-
37 loss. They then went on to 

play Bloomington North. The 
score was close throughout the 
entire game, but the team fell 
just short, as the final score was 
44-40. 

“We only lost one senior, so 
many players have developed 
and come back from injury 
to play well,” said head coach 
Randy Gianfagna.

Even though much of the 
team is returning from last year, 
the team chemistry this year is 
proving to be different than 
years in the past.

“We’re learning how to play 
together as a team and use all 
of our strengths to become 
stronger,” said Suer.

Not only is this team focused 
on the physical attributes 
needed for success, but the right 
mentality as well.

“The most important 
elements for the team to be 
successful is for everyone to 
trust in each other and focus 
on what they control. If we stay 
focused and go into every day 
with a hardworking attitude and 
positive mindset, I think we will 
be very successful this season,” 
said Suer.

Everyone on the team is 
coming to the understanding 
that playing basketball is only a 
scratch at the surface, and there 
is much more that goes into 
being a team.  

“We have to work together, 
we have to play hard and rough, 
and we can’t get hung up on any 
of our little mistakes, but make 
up for them by playing harder 
on the other end of the court,” 
said Siewert.

If the team is able to keep a 
positive mindset and combine 
that mindset with their hard 
work, success is likely.

“Might as well be awesome,” 
is the team’s motto. Given to 
them by Coach Gianfagna, 
they look to this in all types of 
different situations. Whether 
they are winning or losing they 
can all rally behind the motto, 
“Might as well be awesome.” 
This gives them the confidence 
that they will still have the team 
at the end of the day.

The team hopes to keep this 
mindset, stay on course and 
fight for a win during their 
game tonight against Crawford 
County. 
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Girls’ basketball team shoots for victories

SENIOR GRACE SUER dribbles down the court, looking for a pass to a 
teammate during the game against Silver Creek on Wednesday, Dec. 9.

Upcoming Girls’ Games
FC at Crawford County: Tonight, Dec. 15, time TBD

Seymour at FC: Thursday, Dec. 17 at 6 p.m.

North Harrison at FC: Tuesday, Dec. 22 at 7:30 p.m.

FC at Lanesville: Wednesday, Dec. 30 at 6:30 p.m.

FC at New Washington: Tuesday, Jan. 5, time TBD

FC at New Albany: Saturday, Jan. 9 at 7:30 p.m.
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