
In  my 17 years of life, I have 
never seen a year like 2020. I 
began this year worrying that 
we would end up in World War 
III, and now I question when 
the COVID-19 pandemic will 
end. This year has been eventful.  

On Jan. 3, Iranian General 
Quasem Soleimani was killed 
in a U.S. airstrike initiated 
by President Donald Trump, 
stirring up tension between the 
U.S. and Iran. Iran retaliated 
by injuring U.S. troops at an 
airbase in Iraq. People feared 
that we might enter WWIII.

Following the WWIII 
threats, COVID-19 was named 
deadly in Wuhan, China on Jan. 
9. While COVID-19 traced 
back to Nov. 2019, cases were 
rising at an alarming rate in 
Wuhan. At this point, not many 
Americans had contracted it.   

On Jan. 16, Trump’s 
impeachment trial began. The 
Articles of Impeachment state 
that  Trump abused his powers 
by asking Ukraine to perform 
an investigation on then-
p r e s i d e n t i a l 

candidate Joe Biden, and that he 
obstructed Congress by forcing 
his staff to deny Congress 
documents. He was acquitted 
by the Senate on Feb. 5. 

At the end of Jan., tragedy 
swept the nation when 
basketball star Kobe Bryant and 
his daughter Gianna Bryant 
were killed in a helicopter crash, 
along with seven others. Kobe 
was an inspiration to many 
across the U.S.

On March 11, the World 
Health Organization declared 
the spread of COVID-19 a 
pandemic. This is when things 
were put into perspective. 
Schools and businesses began to 
shut down.  

On March 13, Louisville 
police entered the apartment 
of 26-year-old Breonna Taylor 
on a no-knock warrant. Taylor’s 
boyfriend Kenneth Walker fired 
shots at the police for breaking 
in, shooting police officer 
Jonathan Mattingly in the leg. 

The officers 
fired back, 

fatally shooting Taylor. This 
sparked outrage toward police.

By April, most everyone 
was quarantining. Some kept 
busy by watching 
and making videos 
on TikTok. While the 
app is mostly used 
by teens, even adults 
started using it.

In May, 46-year-
old George Floyd was 
killed in Minneapolis 
by police officer Derek 
Chauvin. According 
to the Washington 
Post, Floyd was 
accused of using a 
counterfeit 20 dollar 
bill. Chauvin kneeled 
on Floyd’s neck, killing him 
eight minutes and 46 seconds 
later. All officers involved were 
fired, but only Chauvin was 
charged with third-degree 
murder.

Black Lives Matter protests 

were prominent throughout 
the summer following Floyd’s 
death. While a few were violent, 
the majority of them were 

peaceful, according to the New 
York Times. These protests were 
necessary to fight racism and 
police brutality. 

On Sept. 18, Supreme Court 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
passed away at the age of 87. 
Ginsburg was a major activist 

against gender discrimination, 
and many were saddened by her 
death.

Since Ginsburg right before 
the election, Democrats 
urged Trump to wait 
until after the election to 
appoint a new Supreme 
Court Justice. However, 
Trump nominated judge 
Amy Coney Barrett, who 
has strong conservative 
views. Barrett was 
confirmed by the Senate 
on Oct. 26.

On Election Day, 
Nov. 3, many were 
unsure who would win 
the election. Many states 
were still counting ballots 

through the week. On Nov. 7, 
Biden was announced by news 
outlets as the winner, since he 
won enough states to win 270 
electoral votes. However, some 
Trump supporters believe that 
this election was fraudulent.

Now that 2020 is coming to 
an end, it is important to reflect 
on all of these major events.  
People have forgotten some 
of them, but these events have 

shaped 2020 into a year 
that no one will forget.
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““On Sept. 18, Supreme Court 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
passed away at the age of 
87. Ginsburg was a major 
activist against gender 
discrimination.

““


