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Symphony orchestra prepares for season

Scarlett Hatton
A&E Editor

Senior Mia Lozado raises her 
violin bow to start the piece. She 
makes eye contact with other 
sections as if to ready herself 
and her fellow players. She 
looks up at orchestra director 
Doug Elmore, and with a single 
breath, she begins to stroke the 
strings of her violin with her 
bow, making beautiful music. 

“Eye contact and breath 

are two of the most important 
aspects of staying together, and 
the spacing within rehearsals 
makes it 100 times harder,” said 
Lozado. 

Lozado, along with the rest 
of the symphony orchestra, 
faces the common challenges of 
this unpredictable year. Because 
of COVID-19 mitigation, 
rehearsals are very limited 
and performances are not 
guaranteed. Musicians are set in 
straight rows, with chairs spaced 
six feet apart, instead of the 

usual semicircle arrangement. 
These safety precautions make 
it difficult for musicians to 
communicate with each other 
and effectively play as a group, 
but they are ultimately necessary 
for their protection.

“I think for me personally, 
the rehearsals don’t seem as 
different as they were last year. 
I remember last year we’d all 
have fun, we made jokes, and 
we improved upon each other. I 
don’t think that has changed this 
year other than this new barrier 

that our band is not used to, 
but we still manage to do [our] 
best with what we’re given,” said 
sophomore Clayton Voyles.

As musicians learn and adapt 
to these unexpected changes, 
they are reminded why they 
joined the symphony orchestra 
in the first place. Whether it was 
to try a new hobby or to be a 
part of a team, every member 
of the orchestra has something 
in common. Their love for their 
instruments and passion for 
playing music as a group allows 

them to overcome any challenge 
that might come their way. 

“My favorite part is how 
everyone in the class is really 
passionate about their music 
and takes orchestra seriously. 
Everyone seems to enjoy it which 
makes the overall environment a 
lot better,” said junior Natalie 
Lukinovich.

Orchestra has been a part of 
these students’ lives for a very 
long time. Most of them started 
in middle school, and for many 
of them, it has become a part of 
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JUNIOR EMMA GAUNT practices with the orchestra on Thursday, Nov. 5 in preparation for their concert on Nov. 19. 
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As the performing arts begin their concert seasons, symphony orchestra encounters new challenges in performing



their identity. It challenges them 
to accomplish new things and 
flourish as a musician. 

“I’ve been doing orchestra 
since middle school, and I love 
it because Mr. Elmore is a great 
teacher. Orchestra also pushes 
me to try difficult things and 
go outside of my comfort zone 
which has helped me grow as a 
person,” said Lukinovich.

To the members of the 
orchestra, it isn’t just about 
making music. Through 
the years, they have made 
unforgettable memories; they 
all work toward an overall goal, 
while still developing friendships 
and relationships. 

“To me, there is hardly 
anything more powerful than 
100 people focused on the 
same thing. It is a beautiful 
representation of utter 
togetherness and unity,” said 
Lozado.

As students mature in 
orchestra throughout the years, 
they evolve into one unit, 
allowing cohesion throughout 
the symphony. Instead of 
focusing on each individual, 
they learn to connect and play 
together as a group. 
As a result, working 
together becomes 
second nature to 
these musicians. 

“My favorite part 
of symphony is the 
number of people 
working together 
for a common goal. 
Everyone is in touch 
with the conductor 
and immersed in the 
music,” said Lozado.

This adjustment 
has been a difficult 
process for both musicians 
and directors. Head orchestra 
director Doug Elmore and 
orchestra winds and percussion 

director Paul Shepherd have 
made changes to rehearsals 
in order to most effectively 
teach their groups during this 
challenging year. Fortunately for 
them, their directors have been 
prepared to take any necessary 
steps to help the orchestra run 
smoothly.

“[Rehearsals have been] 
fragmented. We never have the 
same students in a rehearsal 
twice in a row, so it is a challenge 
to make progress. The kids, 
though, have done spectacular 
work. I am so proud of all of 
them,” said Elmore.

Despite this unique year, 
musicians have still been able 
to learn from their directors 
and peers. Newer members have 
taken this opportunity to grow 
as musicians and learn from 
more skillful players.

“My favorite part about 
symphony would be the ability 
that I have to learn from my 
fellow musicians, my friends, 
and from more experienced 
instrumentalists. I also like 
that I have the ability to pass 
on some kind of improvement 
to someone else whether it be 

music related,or even outside of 
music,” said Voyles.

Symphony orchestra is an 
important outlet for many 

musicians. It allows them 
to make music together and 
achieve something they can be 
proud of. Orchestra provides 
the unique opportunity for 
some students to take on 
leadership roles that strengthen 
bonds within their sections and 
connect them as a group. 

“I hope that I grow as a 
musician and as a leader. Now 
that I am a junior, I have a 
larger role in leading my section 
which is a big responsibility, so 
I hope I can do that well,” said 
Lukinovich. 

Symphony orchestra is 
made up of string, wind, and 
percussion instruments. It is one 
of the biggest musical groups at 
FC, and with that comes a lot 
of individual responsibilities. 
However, it also brings new 
opportunities for an array of 
musicians. This combination 
allows for friendships to 
develop between the band and 
orchestra musicians. While each 
instrument is so different and 
unique, they are able to blend 
in a beautiful way. Despite 
this unique year, the popular 
opinion among the members is 

that they are willing to 
fight and rise above the 
difficulties of this year. 

Voyles said, “I don’t 
expect this year to be 
easy but I do expect it 
to be just as fun, just as 
enlightening, and just 
as challenging as it was 
for me last year. How 
could a musician grow 
without a challenge and 
without others around 
to encourage and to 
compete with?” 

Although the rest 
of the year remains uncertain, 
many students are excited for 
upcoming performances. With 
a socially distanced concert 

planned for next month, 
students look forward to finally 
performing as a full symphony 
orchestra. After all, many of 
them feel like performances 
make all of their challenges 
worth it in the end. With this, 
the orchestra remains hopeful 
as they prepare for a successful 
year. 

“I expect the rest of this year 
to be pretty unpredictable but 
also pretty amazing. I know 
that we will probably play some 
amazing pieces and that in the 
end all of the hard work will be 
worth it,” said freshman Addy 
Hampton.

As the piece draws to a close, 

the orchestra room is filled with 
a sense of melancholy nostalgia. 
They have been together many 
times before, but not like this. 
This year is different in so many 
ways, but one thing will always 
stay the same. No matter what 
obstacle they face, the FC 
Orchestra will persevere and 
continue to create wonderful 
music. 

Lozado said, “This year I 
hope to take this incredibly 
different learning experience 
and turn it into something 
better. While the circumstances 
aren’t the best, I hope to be able 
to still have a family with my 
fellow musicians.”
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SENIOR JOSH NAPIER looks up from his music during orchestra winds 
practice on Wednesday, Nov. 4.
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““My favorite part is how 
everyone in the class is 
really passionate about their 
music and takes orchestra 
seriously.

““

Natalie Lukinovich
junior


