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This past March, 2020 FC 
graduate Grant Gohmann 
stepped down off of the ladder 
after cutting off his piece of 
the net. He walked over to his 
teammates and gave them all a 
multitude of hugs and high fives. 
The massive Seymour gym was 
flooded yellow with dedicated 
fans, and for good reason. The 
Highlanders had just won their 
first boys’ basketball sectional 

title in 31 years. 
It was a feel-good day 

for anyone wearing the 
green and gold, but it would 
quickly be taken away. As the 
team prepared to play top-
ranked Bloomington South 
in the regional, the news of 
cancellation dropped the hearts 
of everyone. The rest of the 
tournament was canceled due 
to an outbreak of COVID-19, 
a phrase that would be repeated 
many times over the next few 
months. 

This season, the team looks 
to play deep into the postseason 
and excel in the games that last 
year’s team never had the chance 
to play.

“We have high expectations 
this year, but we aren’t going to 
overlook any team and just take 
it game by game,” said junior 
forward Brady Moore.

Setting high goals is 
imperative to a team’s success. 
Coming off of last year, this 
group has the confidence  to 
win it all.

“The expectation for this 
season is to build off what we 
did last season and the ultimate 
goal is to eventually win the 
state championship,” said senior 
guard Jake Heidbreder.

In order to set these big 
goals, though, the team must 
realistically look in the mirror 
and compare themselves to the 
teams they will play.

“In our area [Jeffersonville]
and Silver Creek will be tough 
games,  and you can’t forget 
about New Albany,” said junior 

guard Cole Harritt.
Junior guard Max Tripure 

also believes that the team 
matches up well against the 
competition that they will face 
and believes they will be the 
favorites for every game on their 
schedule.

“If we come ready to play 
every night we can be the best 
team in the area, without a 
doubt.”

Having experience can pay 
off, especially when it is crunch 
time. The team feels they have 
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JUNIOR GUARD MAX TRUPURE catches a pass from the top of the key during a team practice and is defended by junior guard Cole Harritt on Tuesday, Oct. 27.

To read a preview of the girls’ basketball season, go to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com.
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this quality and expects it to lift 
them above their opponents in 
the critical moments.

“We are returning some 
guys from our sectional 
championship team last year 
and have some pieces to 
be a really good team,” 
said Moore.

While the team does 
have experienced players, 
they are also losing 
some, since three starters 
graduated last year. 
These 2020 graduates 
could do way more than 
just fill up the stat sheet. 
They provided the team 
with an abundance of 
energy and life when 
they needed it most.

“They were great leaders that 
were role models and encouraged 
you. We will miss that a lot and 
have to have someone step up 
to take that role once more,” 
said sophomore big man Caleb 
Washington.

Harritt feels that he knows 
who can fill those holes that the 
seniors left.

“We have a junior, Wesley 
Celichowski, who has improved 
a lot over the summer, and 
I think he can fill the center 
position. And we have to be 
more vocal this year having 
lost [2020 FC graduates] Ben 
[Purvis] and Seth [Burks],”

The team recognizes that 
these gaps must be filled by 
multiple players and that anyone 
needs to be prepared to step up.

“Our seniors this season 
need to step up in leadership 
roles. Our seniors last year were 
very vocal and got everyone’s 
best. Our upperclassmen need 
to push each other and lead by 
example,” said senior guard Will 
Bouch.

Heidbreder is confident that 
the seniors will fill those much 

needed roles and carry the team, 
along with some help from the 
junior class.

“Losing the three starters 
from last year hurts a lot with 
communication and talk on 

the court, but the four seniors 
this year and many juniors are 
all stepping into new leadership 
roles and starting to develop 
that trait to fill those lost three 
seniors.”

Washington points to the 
loss of last year’s seniors as a 
major hurdle the team will have 
to overcome.

“We can play at a faster 
pace than we did last year, but 
we might struggle a little more 
on defense without those three 
loud seniors directing you.”

Bouch feels the team’s style 
of play will change with new 
guys filling in big roles and that 
these changes will result in even 
better 

“Our team will be different 
in that we will have more 
distributed scoring and 
playmaking. We have some 
really good juniors who can 
score the ball, so I think we will 
be much harder to guard.”

Though the team hopes the 
outcomes are the same, this 
season will be much different. 
The COVID restrictions will 
affect everyone in the program. 

“This season could pose more 
challenges with COVID and the 
uncertainty of how many fans 
will be allowed, but the need 
to compete each game at a high 
level will stay the same,” said 

Moore.
This year’s team 

has high expectations 
from those in 
the community. 
With a sectional 
championship under 
their belt, the bar is 
raised a few notches 
higher than before.

“A lot of people 
doubted us at the 
beginning of the 
season last year. This 
year we are expected 

to excel on the court. It will also 
be different because the amount 
of fans in the gym will most 
likely be cut short,” said Harritt.

As with any team, no matter 
how talented they may be, there 
are always a few key elements 
that they must excel in in order 
to be successful.

“We will need to have strong 
defensive possessions and [take] 
good shots on the offensive end 
[and] trust everybody on the 
court,” said Tripure.

Washington also identified 
a few areas the team will need 
to excel in order to come away 
with victories.

“[We need to] just make 
our free throws and get the 
crucial stops down the road. 
Our offense will be fine, we just 
need to get stops and make the 
important free throws.”

Along with focusing on a few 
key areas, it is important that 
a team has some raw qualities 
about them that separate them 
from the rest of the pack.

“We have some bigger guys 
this year and playing extremely 
hard will help us to win a lot of 

games this year,” said Moore.
Heidbreder feels that boys’ 

basketball coach Todd Sturgeon 
has prepared them well and that 
if they execute his game plan, 
they will experience success on 
the court.

“The biggest thing is just 
talking on the court and 
knowing your roles and game 
plans that Coach Sturgeon 
sets up for each game,” said 
Heidbreder.

Bouch feels that if the team 
continues doing what they have 
been in previous years, then they 
will be just fine come winter.

“We need to embody our 
toughness and defense. We’ve 
been successful in the past 
because we have guys who are 
vocal and make hustle plays. We 
have confidence that we are one 
of the best teams in the state and 
we aren’t going to back down to 
anyone.”
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SOPHOMORE BIG MAN CALEB WASHINGTON shoots a layup during practice 
on Tuesday, Oct. 27. 
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““This season could pose 
more challenges with COVID 
and the uncertainty of how 
many fans will be allowed...

““

Brady Moore
junior forward


