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As band members slowly 
arrive before their concert, 
sophomore Reagan Schmidt 
unpacks her euphonium and 
makes her way to the gym with 
her friends. She sits down in her 
assigned seat and prepares her 
music, excited for this year’s first 
concert. 

At this concert, the 
upperclassman band will 
be showcasing three pieces, 
including “Armed Forces: Pride 
of America,” “Dusk,” and 
“Vanishing Point.” The first 
piece that will be performed 
by the upperclassmen is titled 
“Vanishing Point.” Inspiration 
for this particular arrangement 

was drawn from the “beautiful 
vistas of the Great Lakes region,” 
said J.W. Pepper and Son, a 
sheet music company.

The second piece that will be 
performed by upperclassmen is 
titled “Dusk.” According to J.W. 
Pepper, this work “captures the 
reflective calm of dusk--the time 
when night begins to settle, but 
the sky is still illuminated by the 
fiery hues of the setting sun.” 

Finally, the last piece is a 
feature of all the official songs 
for the five branches of the U.S. 
Armed Forces. 

Performing before the 
upperclassmen band is the 
underclassmen band, which 
will be showcasing three pieces 
as well. These include “Fanfare 
and Flourishes,” “Festivo,” and 
“Tharsos.” The first is “Fanfare 
and Flourishes,” which is based 
on Marc-Antoine Charpentier’s 
“Te Deum,” according to Hal 
Leonard, a music publication 
company.

Underclassmen will also 
be performing a piece titled 
“Festivo.” This particular 
piece composed by Vaclav 
Nelhybel claimed to be a 
“bold and impressive” piece 
directed towards younger bands 
according to Stanton’s, a sheet 
music company.

“Personally, my favorite piece 
is Festivo because it’s one of the 
harder songs we have, and that’s 
why I enjoy it so much,” said 
sophomore Nicole Stiles, a flute 
player.

Lastly, the underclassmen 
will be playing “Tharsos,” the 
namesake of which comes from 
the Greek word for “courage.” 

Within the three pieces 
showcased, each student has a 

piece that sticks out 
to them, a piece that 
they favor for reasons 
that are uniquely 
their own.

“[My favorite 
piece] would have 
to be Tharsos, 
because it’s not overly 
repetitive like the 
other two we are 
playing, and it’s not 
soft or energetic, it’s 
more of both,” said 
freshman Alex Byrne-
Hewitt, a trumpet 
player.

Students in 
both bands have 
spent much of their 
time preparing for 
this performance. 
Senior Liz Morgan, 
a bassoon player, 
tries to make time to 
practice almost every 
day and strives to 
work hard so that she 
will have a successful 
performance.

“I’m preparing 
myself mentally by 
trying to reassure 
myself that everyone 
will be okay, and that 
the concert will go 
well. COVID adds 
extra stress because I 
don’t want to get sick, 
but I also really want 
the opportunity to perform,” 
said Morgan.

Music gives students a sense 
of belonging that other subjects 
may not. Every student has their 
own reason for doing what they 
do. Each has their own drive 
and motivation.

“What motivates me to 

perform well is my dad. He 
has always been my biggest 
supporter, and I joined the 
band because he used to be in it, 
too. I couldn’t have discovered 
my passion for band without 
him, and that’s why he’s my 
motivation to perform well,” 
said Stiles.

Despite the challenges that 

this year has brought on, the 
band has stayed positive. Their 
concert is tonight and is split 
into two concerts, one for the 
underclassman band and one 
for the upperclassman band. 

Morgan said, “I’m excited! 
Our band hasn’t played together 
as a group for a long time. I’m 
really hoping it will go well.”
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Concert Info
What: FC Band 
Concerts

Where: FC Main Gym 
and YouTube 
livestream (see 
@FCHSBagpiper on 
Twitter and Instagram 
for link to livestream)

When: Underclassman 
band from seven to 
7:30 p.m., and 
upperclassman band 
from eight to 8:30 p.m.

Price: Free to everyone

Reminders: Wear a 
mask and social 
distance
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JUNIOR LUPE RUFING plays her flute to the music during the upperclassmen band 
practice for the first band concert, which will be held tonight.


