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From the beginning, the 
future of the fall season was 
very unknown. Would atheletes 
get to play their season all 
the way through, or would it 
be cancelled because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic? No one 
knew the answer, so from the 
very beginning, these athletes 
knew they needed to make the 
best of the time they had. 

Luckily, most everyone 
was able to play their seasons 
all the way through. The 
underclassmen really stepped 
up to help bring more success to 
their respective teams.

The boys’ soccer team won the 
Hoosiers Hills Conference and 
finished with an overall record 
of 12-5-1. They had a successful 
season, and sophomore Bryce 
Johnson did everything he could 
to contribute.

“I play the six, which is the 
defensive midfielder. I play 
in coordination with my two 

attacking mids which were 
usually [seniors] Tyler Werner 
and Ashton Oschner. Us three 
were the core that our whole 
team worked through,” said 
Johnson. 

The boys’ team’s season came 
to an earlier end than many had 
hoped. Falling to Jeffersonville 
in the second round of sectionals 
was not how they planned on 
finishing their season. 

The girls’ soccer team had to 
completely rebuild after losing 
seven starters from the previous 
season. Many underclassmen 
had to step up and fill roles, 
including freshman Kylie 
Koch. Being a freshman and 
the starting goalie, as one could 
imagine, can bring about a great 
deal of nerves.

“I deal with my nerves by just 
trying to focus on the warm up, 
but the feeling doesn’t 100% go 
away until I get a touch during 
the game,” said Koch.

The girls’ team may have 
gotten off to a rough start, but 
they were able to come together 

and win their fifth consecutive 
sectional title.

The girls’ volleyball team 
finished their season with, as 
sophomore Caroline Hilbrich 
said, “some bad moments, but 
also lots of good moments.” 
They finished with a record of 
21-13.

“Playing volleyball never fails 
to make me happy. Knowing my 
teammates are there for me and 
everyone having each other’s 
back during games is what 
makes it so fun,” said Hilbrich, 
who is an outside hitter and 
plays all the way around.

Every player has their role. 
Whether they are on the court 
together like in volleyball or on 
the court alone like in tennis, 
their roles are vital.

“No matter your skill level 
or the positions that you play 
on the team, everyone serves 
a purpose. As a player on the 
team, you never know when 
your name will be called, so you 
want to try and prepare everyday 
for your moment,” said boys’ 

tennis coach Nicholas Roby.
The boys’ tennis team 

finished their season by winning 
another sectional title. The boys’ 
cross country team was short 
to follow, also winning another 
sectional title.

“It does seem like 
underclassmen are coming in 
stronger and more ready than 
they used to be.  This year I have 
a freshman on the cross country 
team that has been top three 
for us all year,” said boys’ cross 
country coach Tim Korte.

The boys’ cross country 
team won regionals, and they 
then went on to finish second 
at Semi-State, which qualified 
them for State. They placed 
19th at the IHSAA State Finals.

Just like the boys’ cross 
country team, the girls team 
won their Sectionals and 
Regionals. They finished second 
at Semi-State, which qualified 
them for State. Every athlete 
prepares for races in their own 
way, but sophomore Savanna 
Liddle prepares in a way that 

will benefit her and help her be 
able to compete at her best.

“Two days before my race, I 
eat steak, because it’s high in iron 
and protein. The night before 
my race, I always eat spaghetti 
and meat sauce because it has 
carbohydrates and protein. I 
stretch daily and visualize my 
race throughout the week,” said 
Liddle.

Many people think of 
running as a punishment, mostly 
because that is how it is viewed 
in other sports. However, Liddle 
views running differently.

“Running has always been 
something I’ve loved to do. It’s 
the highlight of my day to be 
able to go to practice and run 
with my friends,” said Liddle.

Overall, FC fall sports and 
their underclassmen were able to 
make the best out of the seasons 
they got. These athletes worked 
together to win matches, races, 
and games. Underclassmen 
contributed to their success in 
a multitude of ways in a season 
unlike any other. 

Underclassmen fill valued roles on teams

[LEFT TO RIGHT] SOPHOMORES BRADEN POE AND CAROLINE HILBRICH, FRESHMAN KYLIE KOCH, AND SOPHOMORES SAVANNA LIDDLE AND BRYCE JOHNSON participate in their respective sports.

Nate HynesNate Hynes//The BagpiperThe Bagpiper Brock KennedyBrock Kennedy//The BagpiperThe Bagpiper Ann DriggsAnn Driggs//The BagpiperThe Bagpiper Kelly Park/FreelanceKelly Park/FreelanceBrock KennedyBrock Kennedy//The BagpiperThe Bagpiper

Tuesday, Nov. 17, 2020 Page 15SPORTS


