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Football season 
back with a twist
FC football team and coaches discuss how 
different it is to play during the COVID-19 pandemic
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thebagpiper
Readers, 

Welcome to our first digital issue of the Bagpiper for the 2020-21 
school year. Due to the hardships that many small businesses 

have fallen on during this time, we do not feel comfortable sending 
our staff members to ask small businesses to advertise. Thus, we will be 
producing digital issues until we are able to advertise and fundraise.

In this issue, we wanted to shift out focus away from the coronavirus, 
though still including it when necessary, to express to our readers that 
normal activities are still taking place, just in slightly modified forms. 

In our stories, we cover how to survive your freshman year, the football 
team and its recent success, how important voting will be in the upcoming 
election, and the Emerald Guard’s past fall and upcoming winter seasons. 
Our 1 in 1800 features color guard captain and senior Avery Stephens.

If you have any suggested story topics or questions, feel free to email us 
at bagpiper.fchs@gmail.com. Also be sure to check out our social media  
@fchsbagpiper on Instagram and @FCHSBagpiper on Twitter. Thank 
you for reading and we hope you enjoy all that this issue of the Bagpiper 
can offer.

Jadon Stoner, Co-Editor-in-Chief
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Meghana Mohankumar
News Reporter

A couple of months ago, 
the phrase “frontline workers” 
would have meant healthcare 
workers or protective service 
workers. Now, it means anyone 
who has to continue to report 

to work during the pandemic 
and face the risk of getting 
COVID-19, including high 
school students.

A good portion of students 
reach the milestone of getting 
a first job during high school. 
Many of these jobs are in the 
fast food industry or customer 
service. However, with the 
pandemic, both of these 

common jobs have been 
drastically changed.

“We had to start 
wearing masks and 
[make] sure to spray 
the bottom of our shoes 
with disinfectant spray. 
We also had to get our 
temperature taken every 
day, and so did the kids. 
Another thing is that the 
younger kids couldn’t go 
to the older kids to make 
sure less kids were in 
contact with each other,” 
said junior Briseida 
Rodriguez-Vera, who 
works at Little Bits from 
Heaven. 

Procedures that 
employees have to follow 
are not the only thing that 
has changed because of 
COVID-19. Interactions 
between customers and 
employees have also been 
impacted.

“Working at Subway, 
we serve a lot more 
people who are against 
the mandatory mask 
mandate. They tend to 
complain while wearing 
it, yell at me if I tell 
them to wear their mask 
correctly, or threaten 
me when I refuse to 

serve them,”  said senior Alex 
Crampton.

However, some students have 
only experienced a few changes 
in their working environment.

“When it first started, 
not much changed because 
we already wore gloves and 
hairnets,” said junior Gracie 
Whitbeck, who works at Christy 
Boone Catering.

Fear of COVID-19  has also 
led to a decrease in the number 
of customers willing to go to 
stores or order services.

“We had to shut down 
when it got really bad, and we 
haven’t been able to start back 
up again in fear of spreading 
COVID, and we lost a lot of 
customers over quarantine,” said 
Whitbeck.

In order to increase safety, 
businesses have altered their 
capacity, but this new restriction 
has made it more difficult to 
gain customers.

“Lots of people were afraid to 
come back out and start going to 
restaurants again, and also at the 
beginning we were only allowed 
to be at 30 percent capacity, 
which really was a struggle,” said 
senior Ashlyn Elble, who used 
to work at Tumbleweed and 
now works at Berry Twist.

Due to restrictions on 
capacity and fear of the 
coronavirus, businesses have 
had a harder time maintaining 
employees. This makes it harder 
for employees to find or keep a 
job.

“When everything closed, 
my work was closed as well, and 
we were not allowed to file for 
unemployment. That lasted six 
long weeks until we were able to 
open back up and start working 
again. However, we had two 
people laid off, as well as many 
people quitting from our already 
small staff,” said Crampton.

Other businesses, instead of 
laying people off, have closed 
completely.

“Tumbleweed was shut 
down at the end of March and I, 
unfortunately, was let go as well 

as everyone else working there at 
the time,” said Elble. “Businesses 
are doing their best to stay afloat 
and keep the employees they 
have on the payroll so getting 
hired elsewhere is difficult.” 

This closing of businesses 
added to the panic and reality of 
the pandemic.

“I ended up taking a leave of 
work at Berry Twist from about 
the end of March to the end of 
May to prevent the risk of me 
or my family getting sick,” said 
Elble.

Even though there was a risk, 
students had several different 
reasons for needing to go back 
to work.

“My father was laid off from 
his job, and I was the only one 
who still had a job out of four 
people, so I went back to work 
to help support my family,” said 
Crampton.

Whether students went to 
work or not was also decided 
by parents. Some parents 
have allowed their children to 
continue to work.

“Everything started to 
open back up, and I was given 
permission from my parents to 
return back to work. In reality, 
I missed seeing my work friends 
and getting out of the house,” 
said Elble.

It was decided that the best 
way to start moving forward 
has been to continue to follow 
health guidelines and hope the 
number of COVID-19 cases go 
down.

“This is not going away,” 
said Crampton. “Please follow 
CDC guidelines. I know masks 
are uncomfortable, but it’s more 
comfortable than the virus.”
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Students face job losses amidst pandemic

Shari Rowe
News Reporter

SENIOR ALEX CRAMPTON works at Subway after school during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Kaylee WheatleyKaylee Wheatley//The BagpiperThe Bagpiper

While some remain stable in employment, others face the threat of layoffs or struggle to find work opportunities



Sadie Hussung
Features Reporter

Freshman Greenly Burke 
enters the doors of FC on her 
first day as a high school student. 
Other students are busy trying 
to find their friends and classes, 
and teachers are welcoming 
the incoming students back to 
the start of another great year. 
Excitement and nerves are high 
as they make their way to the 
beginning of the next chapter in 
their lives.

Many students eagerly head 
off to classes, but for freshmen, 

it can be 
n e r v e 
wracking. 

The fear 

of crowded hallways, trying to 
find a seat in the lunchroom, 
or trying to stay out of the 
way of upperclassmen can be 
exhausting. 

Burke said, “I was nervous, 
because I thought I might forget 
where my classes were or get 
lost. My brother had dropped 
me off at the stairs, I had my 
soccer bag, and I didn’t know 
where the MPR [multi-purpose 
room] room was. I had to take 
my stuff to Mr. Stevens’s room, 
but I couldn’t find his class, 
and for the rest of the day I was 
anxious.” 

The first day of school can be 
intimidating, but as it continues 
to move forward, it becomes 
easier to master the many 
hallways. FC is a lot bigger 
than most schools, in number 

of students and size, and 
for freshman Ella Funk, 
this makes 

navigating more difficult.
“The transition has been the 

most difficult part of this year.
There are a lot more people, 
and the school is also a lot 
bigger. Before Highland Hills, 
I went to a small school. I had 
just gotten used to Highland 
Hills when the year ended, but 
moving from Highland Hills 
wasn’t as hard as I thought it 
would be. There were a lot of 
people moving with me, so I 
knew I wasn’t alone,” said Funk.

 The difficult transition can 
make it harder to prioritize 
tasks. There is more stress at 
a new school and finding a 
certain class can cause students 
to become overwhelmed. Senior 
Anna Hilbrich has learned 
many lessons throughout her 
high school career.

“I have learned several 
things throughout my 

high school years, one being 
not to wait to the last minute 
to finish assignments and tasks. 
I have also learned that having 
a planner is very essential, 
especially as you get older and 
take more [difficult] classes. I 
found out that I like to have a 
schedule of basically everything 
that I do,” said Hilbrich. 

Organization is key when 
it comes to being prepared 
for your classes, and with 
multiple teachers giving out 
homework, it can be stressful to 
try to keep up. For junior Levi 
Harrington, staying calm and 
not overthinking is a great way 
to be prepared for tests.

“To prepare myself for big 
exams, I study the material 
right out of the book. I believe 
studying too much will confuse 

you, so I try not to 
over-study,” said 

Harrington. 
As the year 

goes on, freshmen can become 
more comfortable with the 
different ways of learning 
and studying in high school. 
Scheduling time to study may 
help relieve stress.

J u n i o r 
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Kaitlyn Winchester
Features Reporter

Upperclassmen share advice for freshmen



Emma Martin said, “I usually 
make a study schedule about a 
week or a couple days before the 
exam. Every day leading up to 
the exam, I’ll study the material. 
This method has always been 
helpful for me, because it 
prevents me from trying 
to cram everything in at 
the last minute.”

Studying a little bit 
every day before the test, 
instead of cramming, 
is a good way to relieve 
the stress of a heavy 
workload. Making sure 
that smaller issues do not 
bother a student can be 
more challenging. 

“One piece of 
advice I have for an 
underclassman would be 
not to stress about the 
one point on a test or the small 
inconveniences that you will 
encounter. Everything will work 
out just fine,” said Hilbrich.  

By listening to advice from 
upperclassmen, students can 
relax and feel more at home. 
Another way to do so is by 
joining various extracurriculars 
and getting involved in the 
school.

Harrington said, “Getting 
involved early with various 
clubs and activities [allowed] 
me to enjoy what I do as long 
as I can. Now, as a junior, I have 
a lot of experience in a lot of 
different areas.”

Joining clubs and other 
activities is a great way to 
better a student’s high school 
experience. Martin wishes she 
had joined more school activities 
her freshman and sophomore 
years. 

“[Clubs] are a great way to 
meet new people, and I feel 
like they would have made high 
school a little more fun,” said 
Martin.

Sports and extracurricular 
activities are a great way to 

meet new people and 
create memories 
with each other 
that will last 
forever. The 

bond between teammates or 
fellow members can grow into a 
lifelong friendship. 

“My favorite thing about 
being a part of Floyd was the FC 
Volleyball Team. This team has 
brought me countless memories 

that I know I will 
cherish forever. We 
have been through 
the highest highs and 
lowest lows together, 
and this program is 
a family I will always 
be a part of,” said 
Hilbrich. 

Being a part of a 
program that makes 
students feel like a 
family where it is 
possible to rely on 
each other, makes it 
easier to adjust to the 

changes of a new school. Now 
that Burke has been a part of 
the FC family for a couple of 
months, she has noticed the 
changes from when she was in 
middle school to now.  

Burke said, “In high school, 
you have a lot more freedom, 
but more is expected of you. In 
middle school, less is expected 
of you. When we were in fifth 
and sixth grade, you walked to 
lunch with a teacher, but now 
we have the freedom to leave on 
our own. I’ve also noticed that 
I have been given a lot more 
homework than when I was in 
middle school.” 

H a v i n g 
p e o p l e 

who believe and trust in a 
student can make a huge impact 
on his or her life. Whether it 
be a staff member, friend, or 
family, having someone always 
be there and love them for who 
they are can make a big impact 
on a student’s life. 

Hilbrich said, “I think my 
biggest accomplishment during 
high school is not letting the 
people around me change who 
I wanted to be, or who I am. 
Both of my parents have made 
a big impact on my high school 
career. They have continued to 
love and support me when I 
was having both good and bad 

days.”
High school is a chapter 

in life filled with trials, tears, 
and laughs that will become 
memories. The idea of what 
others could be thinking and 
their opinions can bring a 
person down, but having friends 
that are reliable and supportive 
can get anyone past those 
negative ideas.

2020 FC graduate, Alaina 
Goss said, “If I could give one 
piece of advice it would be to 
live your own life, not caring 
what people think or say about 
you.”

Art by Scarlett Hatton.
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““I think my biggest 
accomplishment during 
high school is not letting the 
people around me change 
who I wanted to be, or who I 
am.

““

Anna Hilbrich
senior

Get involved with school clubs and sports.

Start studying 2 to 3 days before a test.

Branch out and make new friends.

Take some time to relax and rest.

Using a planner can help keep everything 
organized.

Utilize the extended days after school if 
necessary.

Try not to develop bad study habits.

Find a balance between school and personal 
life.

Always be prepared for class.

Source: Interviews with upperclassmen



Football looks to build off past successes
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SENIOR TRISTAN POLK runs the ball for multiple yards against Columbus East at football’s Senior Night on Friday, Sept. 25.

Jadon Stoner
Co-Editor-in-Chief

Senior running back Wenkers 
Wright fixes his gaze upon last 
year’s sectional trophy in the 
trophy case. The memories of 
charging into the end zone and 
the student section exploding 
with enthusiasm race through 
his mind. However, this is a 
new season, which means there’s 
another trophy to capture, and 
this senior class, along with the 
rest of the team, hopes to bring 

another sectional title to FC. 
 In order to achieve this level 

of success, the team must first 
come together and play well in 
the regular season.

“I think our season is going 
amazing so far. We have a super 
talented team and are prepared 
for anyone who comes our way,” 
said junior wide receiver and 
safety Zac Hutslar.

Talent, though helpful, does 
not always result in success. 
There are many elements within 
a team that push their potential 

to the max.
“A factor for our success is 

great coaching along with the 
chemistry us players have with 
each other on the field,” said 
Wright.

Another key factor is setting 
high goals. After winning 
sectionals last year, the team will 
not be satisfied with just local 
success.

“Our expectations were to 
play into late November, so no, 
we haven’t met them yet, but we 
get closer and closer everyday,” 

said senior quarterback Tristan 
Polk.

Senior running back and 
linebacker Andrew Spurgeon 
has also set his expectations 
high.

“We had high expectations; 
we wanted to win. We each set 
team goals and personal goals 
and we all want to work to 
complete them.”

The coaches are also very 
important to the team’s success. 
The team cannot succeed 
without the right leaders to 

guide them.
“The coaches bring the team 

together because they genuinely 
care for us players and want 
the absolute best for us,” said 
Wright.

Spurgeon also sees the 
coaches as an imperative aspect 
to the team’s success. He knows 
that the team heavily relies on 
the coaches and their leadership.

“[They bring the team 
together] by meeting with 
each kid [and] asking how 
school’s going. The coaches do 

Brock KennedyBrock Kennedy//The BagpiperThe Bagpiper
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a phenomenal job by practicing 
hard but also having fun,” said 
Spurgeon.

The coaches are there to 
assist the players on and off 
the field. Assistant coach Alan 
Hess backed up the feelings of 
Spurgeon on the coaching staff. 

“We truly care about them as 
people, not just athletes.”

Through all of the positivity 
comes challenges and hardships. 
It is important for the team to 
view these challenges as ways to 
improve, rather than steps in the 
wrong direction.

“One of the biggest 
challenges we’ve had all year 
was playing At Elder in “The 
Pit” with them being 
the 63rd team in the 
nation. We overcame 
this by scoring multiple 
times against them and 
keeping [our] head up 
all week at practice after 
a loss and coming back 
with a win next week,” 
said junior punter 
Walker Jacobi.

Though any season 
presents difficulties and 
roadblocks for the team 
to deal with, because of 
how COVID-19 has changed 
every aspect of life, there are 
even more challenges than 
normal.

“Our biggest challenge was 
definitely COVID-19. We 
all knew the opportunity we 
had so we did our best to take 
advantage of it,” said sophomore 

wide receiver and safety Eli 
Branham.

Spurgeon not only sees 
COVID-19 as a challenge, but a 
possible sudden ending to their 
season.

“We just have to keep wearing 
our [masks] and performing 
good social distancing so we 
can continue to play,” said 
Spurgeon.

Hess sees something else as 
the team’s biggest challenge, but 
still related to COVID-19.

“[The biggest challenge is] 
dealing with this virtual crap. 
It’s a huge mental block to 
everyone,” said Hess.

The team’s attention to detail 

has taken them to another level 
in the eyes of Polk.

“The team has changed how 
we look at practice and how 
every single rep should be to 
beat the best team we can play. 
We also [have] continued our 
winning mentality. The team 
has a lot of confidence, and 

rightfully so.”
As in any sport, it is 

important for the team to have a 
phrase or saying that brings the 
team together.

“Coach Polk, one of our 
offensive and receiver coaches, 
always says ‘The team, the 
team, the team,’ meaning you’re 
playing for our team and not 
just yourself. Therefore you can’t 
be taking any plays off or letting 
anyone down,” said Hutslar.

Polk also knows the team 
motto and interprets it on a 
more personal level.

“It means that when you step 
on the field and wear that jersey, 
you play for the Highlanders, 

and every play you take 
is to help the team, 
whether if you have to 
take on two blockers to 
free up a linebacker, or 
if you have to get hit by 
a linebacker during a 
fake to take him away 
from the ball carrier,” 
said Polk.

Wright also 
recognizes another 
point of emphasis for 
the team this year.

“This year’s motto is 
to play to beat the bigger teams. 
Don’t just play to beat the team 
we face that week, but play to 
beat the team we will face much 
later in the season.”

The team is filled with talent 
this year, and it is very important 
for the team to come together 
and focus on every little thing. 

senior
Kelsey Coronel

““They’ve pushed 
through many 
obstacles and 
even with a 
pandemic 
going on, 
they’ve stayed 
focused.

““

senior
Jake Heidbreder

““They have a lot 
of hard-working 
guys that really 
care about 
the game and 
definitely have 
a special bond 
with each other.

““

senior
Brantly Rippy

““Last year was 
a big year for 
them, and I think 
they are looking 
to go even 
further in the 
post season this 
year.

““

senior
Laney Siewert

““I think they are 
having success 
this year 
because the 
players seem 
to have a great 
bond with each 
other.

““

““We want nothing short 
of a state championship. 
Everything but a state 
championship would be 
disappointing.

““
Kaleb Quenichet
senior

Why do you think the football team has had success this season?

Brock KennedyBrock Kennedy//The BagpiperThe Bagpiper

SOPHOMORE JAKE HAUSZ jumps in an attempt to catch a pass from senior 
Tristan Polk against Columbus East on Friday, Sept. 25.

“We are all athletic and good, 
we just have to go hard every 
play and take no plays off,” said 
Hutslar.

The team is confident that 
if they come together, they 
will have success when it really 
matters.

Branham said, “We have to 
be working on all cylinders and 
working together. We need to 
give 100 percent effort every 
play and every game. We have 
the skill necessary to win, we 
just have to stop making small 
mistakes.”
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Voting allows for fair elections
On Tuesday, Nov. 3, 

people across the country 
will travel to their local 
voting center to cast their 
ballots in local, state, and 
federal elections. Every four 
years, people vote to elect 
the next president of the 
United States, and this year 
is one of those years.

It is safe to say that this 
year’s presidential election 
is one of the most talked 
about elections in history. 
Normally, the Bagpiper 
chooses to endorse a 
candidate during the issue 
before the election; however, 
this year the staff has chosen 
to discuss the importance of 
voting. 

A common misconception 
about voting is that one 

individual vote does not 
ultimately matter to the 
outcome of an election. 
However, there have been 
many cases of elections 
where the winner was 
decided by one, or very few, 
votes. 

One case, reported by 
National Public Radio 
[NPR] in 2018, was that 
of 2002 Washington state 
House candidate Kevin 
Entze, who lost his race by 
only one vote, out of more 
than 11,700 ballots cast. 
Another such case, also 
reported by NPR in 2018, 
was when the 2017 Virginia 
state House election resulted 
in a tie out of more than 
23,000 ballots. Imagine if 
one of those people had 

decided not to show up on 
Election Day, or if one more 
person had decided to.

The impact of every single 
vote can appear distorted, 
especially on a national 
scale like the presidential 
election. Since presidential 
elections are decided by the 
Electoral College, many 
people can feel left out 
of the election and think 
their votes do not matter. 
However, even presidential 
races can be very close in 
numbers. 

The 2000 election 
between presidential 
candidates Al Gore and 
George W. Bush was one 
with several recounts 
called for. According to 
Britannica, “Bush won the 

electoral college with 271 
votes to Gore’s 266 but lost 
the popular vote by some 
500,000.”

Even though this number 
seems huge, this was one 
of the tightest races in 
presidential election history, 
and it even shows the 
disparity between electoral 
college votes and popular 
votes. If everyone eligible 
voted, every election would 
be more fair and decide the 
election the way it should 
be decided--by all of the 
American people.

The deadline in Indiana 
to request an absentee 
ballot is Thursday, Oct. 
22. Visit floydcountyclerk.
org for more information 
on voting locations.

Staff Editorial
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Rachel Bowling
A&E Reporter

So many teenage romance 
movies are rebuked for their 
cheesy lines and predictable 
plots. Chemical Hearts, 
however, does just the opposite. 
This movie beautifully captures 
the raw and unfailing pressures 
of teenage love and loss. With 
its melancholic overtones and 
somber narrative, Chemical 
Hearts is a breath of fresh air 
in the world of generic, cookie-
cutter teenage movies.

High school senior Henry 
Page, played by Austin Abrams, 
is overjoyed when he gets the 
Editor-in-Chief position in his 
school newspaper. However, 
that joy quickly turns to 
confusion when he learns that 
he will be sharing his position 
with a new student, Grace 
Town, played by Lili Reinhart.

Tension is soaring when 
Henry and Grace butt heads 
on virtually everything, and 
when Grace announces 
that she has no intention 
of writing anything in the 
paper, Henry is utterly 
confused. When he tries to 
protest, Grace cuts him off 
and says that she has not 
written anything since the 
accident. Henry knows 
not to say anything 
more. 

Grace does not need 
to make a reputation 
for herself, the cane 
she walks with does 
it for her. Everyone 
knows about the 
tragic car accident 
that happened a little 
less than a year ago, 

in which Grace was the only 
survivor. The wreck may not 
have taken her life, but it may 
as well have. Trudging through 
life with half-smiles and empty 
laughs, Grace is a mere shadow 
of her former self. 

So, Henry does not say 
anything. In fact, neither 
of them do much talking 
until a few days later 
when Henry misses his 
bus, and Grace offers 
to walk him home. 
And that is when it 
all started. From then 
on, that became 
their routine. 
Grace takes Henry 
home, and they talk 
about anything and 
everything. Well, 
e v e r y t h i n g 
e x c e p t 
one 

thing--Grace’s past. 
Their relationship is nothing 

if not gradual. For a while, the 
only time they are seen together 
is when they walk home. It takes 
weeks before the two are seen 
together at school, and even 
then, they are not affectionate 

with each other. 
Henry waits a 

while before 
a s k i n g 
Grace to do 
a n y t h i n g 
with him 
b e s i d e s 
their daily 
walks, and 
when he 

f i n a l l y 
g e t s 

the courage to ask her out, Grace 
is apprehensive and reluctant to 
agree. 

The amazing thing about 
Chemical Hearts is the effortless 
appeal to its audience. It has 
done what so many movies 
before it failed to do, and that is 
to accurately portray the teenage 
mind. So many teens nowadays 
are struggling to find themselves 
in this crazy world, all while 
dealing with the stress of school, 
extracurriculars, or maybe a job. 
And while Chemical Hearts 
may not be the most realistic 
representation, it certainly 
accounts for the everyday strain 
that today’s teens feel. 

I would recommend this 
movie to ages 16 and up, being 
that it has some violent and 
mature themes, along with some 

language that may not be 
suitable for younger audiences. 
That being said, I think that 
every teen should watch this 
movie at least once, because 
it truly does a beautiful job of 
capturing teenage romance, 
and shows the audience that 
sometimes, love is as painful as 
heartbreak. 

Chemical Hearts is a 
beautiful mix of calamity, 
compassion, and everything in-
between. With its bitter realism 
and harsh truth, this movie 
is a must-watch for any teen. 
Chemical Hearts is an amazing 
look into the complicated 
teenage mind. To quote the wise 
words of Henry Page, “Scars are 
not reminders of what’s been 
broken, but rather, what’s been 
created.”
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Chemical Hearts offers unique viewpoint

Chemical Hearts 
Scorecard

Plot: 4 out of 5
 
Acting: 5 out of 5

Production: 4.5 out of 5

Soundtrack: 5 out of 5

Overall: 18.5 out of 20

Scarlett HattonScarlett Hatton//The BagpiperThe Bagpiper
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Guard celebrates fall, prepares for winter

Scarlett Hatton
A&E Editor

Senior Avery Stephens 
eagerly takes her place in her 
opening set at the Jeffersonville 
vs. FC football game. She is 
met by the smiling faces of 
her fellow Emerald Guard 
members. Each member grabs 
assigned equipment and silently 
runs through the show in their 
head. She braces herself for the 
music to start. In this moment, 
she knows all of her hard work 
and dedication would soon be 
worth it.

“The biggest challenge of the 
season so far was helping the 
guard transition between coaches 
while being completely virtual. 
There was a lot of uncertainty, 
so a lot of responsibilities fell 
on me because of my leadership 
position last year and this year,” 
said Avery.

As team captain and only 
senior of the group, Avery has led 
her team through the challenges 
of the season. While most guard 
members are familiar to her, she 
has found herself surrounded 
by an entirely new team of staff 
members, led by coach Marvin 
Alexander. 

Not only has leadership 

changed, but that, combined 
with the uncertainty of 
COVID-19, has made this a 
challenging season for the entire 
group. Because of restrictions 
due to the pandemic, all 
marching band competitions 
were canceled for the year. 

“This year is different from 
my previous years because we 
now have a new color guard 
director, Marvin Alexander, and 
we have no competitions, so it’s 
kind of like a technique lab. Our 
new coach is very different from 
our old one, and he makes it a 
bit more challenging for sure,” 
said sophomore Kenzi Stephens.

The adjustment for veteran 

Danny Anderson
A&E Reporter

JUNIORS ALLY GROVES, NICOLE WILLIAMS, AND LEIGHA ESTAR pose at the end of the halftime show on Friday, Sept. 
25. The marching band and guard’s show this year is called “The Aviary.”
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members might have even been 
more tricky than for the newer 
members. These experienced 
members were expected to lead 
the rest of their group through 
challenges they had not even 
faced themselves. An example of 
this is junior Leigha Estar. She 
joined Winter Guard when she 
was only in the fourth grade and 
marching band when she was in 
sixth grade.

“Because I’ve experienced 
the same staff for seven years, 
gaining a new coach, let alone 
a whole new set of staff, is 
very interesting. It’s really fun, 
though, because everything is 
different. The environment, the 
routines, and just the general 
way we do things is so different 
from what I’m used to,” said 
Estar.

Although these changes and 
uncertainties brought their own 
set of difficulties, many members 
agreed that this marching band 
season was much more laid back 
than previous years. Because 
there were no competitions to 
prepare for, the whole group 
feels less stressed. The guard 
only had to learn a four minute 
show instead of their regular 
eight  minute show. This cut 
nine-hour band camp days 
down to three hours and cut 
back on practices. While some 
people might slow down during 
this time, Emerald Guard 
members used their extra time 
as preparation for the upcoming 
Winter Guard season.

“Since COVID-19 has set 
some tolls on this season, it 
hasn’t been too challenging. I’d 
say the biggest challenges are 
the trick tosses that my coach is 
having me learn. Every once in a 

while, I stay after rehearsal ends 
to work on trick tosses in order 
to prepare for the Winter Guard 
season,” said Estar.

By challenging herself with 
these advanced techniques, Estar 
hopes to improve and condition 
for the rest of the year. She and 
many others look forward to the 
fast-approaching winter season. 
Although COVID-19 may 
limit their winter season, they 
are determined to advance and 
progress in their skills.

“My favorite part of this 
season is getting to know the 
‘newbies,’ which is what we 
call the new guard members. I 
hope they continue to do guard 
into winter [season] so that we 
can all be close for our future 
competitions,” said Kenzi.

The bond between the 
veterans and the newer guard 
members cemented the 
connection of the group. While 
pulling together as a team, they 
were able to face and conquer 
the unforeseen challenges of the 
marching band season. With 
this in mind, their upcoming 
winter season will surely be a 
success.  

“I am expecting the rest 
of our fall season to be really 
fun because we are getting 
comfortable with our show. 
I think we will continue to 
grow and work hard to have an 
amazing winter season with or 
without competitions. Either 
way, we will make sure we have 
fun performing and growing as 
an ensemble,” said Avery.

As the music ends and the 
last flag is caught, the audience 
cheers. Avery takes a deep 
breath and walks off of the field 
with pride.



At the beginning of the school 
year, my AP Literature classroom 
was as full as it could possibly be, 
with social-distancing, of course.  
Now, there are only seven students 
in my class that attend school; the 
rest of the students have shifted to 
virtual learning. 

The question is—why are 
students suddenly switching to all-
virtual?

First, students might be 
switching simply because they do 
not feel comfortable being at school, 
which is understandable.  These 
students might also be susceptible 
to COVID-19, or they might have 
a family member who is susceptible 
to it.  Coming to school could put 
them or their loved ones in danger.

There is no way to completely 
avoid transmission of COVID-19, 
especially in an enclosed space.  
However, FC has taken many 
measures to maximize safety.  In the 
mornings, students are encouraged 
to go straight to their first period 
classroom to 
avoid crowding 
in the hallways.  
Students eat lunch 
in the cafeteria, 
spine, and the 
gymnasium to 
ensure social 
d i s t a n c i n g . 
Teachers have 
seating charts 
arranged where 
students are as far 
away from each 
other as possible.  
Also, restrooms 
are cleaned more frequently.

I felt overwhelmed on the first 
day of school because there were so 
many students in the gym during 
lunch.  Not to mention, none of us 

were wearing masks.  Students were 
sitting directly next to each other, 
which definitely did not follow 
the social distancing guidelines.  
However, administrators made sure 
to properly social distance students, 
so I feel much safer now.  

These measures have been taken 
in order to slow down the spread of 
COVID-19, but some students still 
feel safer at home.  

Some students, however, have 
switched to all-virtual due to their 
participation in sports.  Many 
coaches have encouraged teams to 
switch to all virtual to reduce their 
chances of contracting COVID-19. 
However, athletes are still expected 
to follow social-distancing 
guidelines outside of school, as well 
as at practice.  

Senior Natalie Clare, who is on 
the cross country team, recently 
switched to all-virtual.

“I decided to go all-virtual for 
my cross country season because it 
is my senior year.  I’m never going 
to be able to race with my team ever 
again, and I wanted to make sure I 
got the most out of my season,” said 
Clare.

Many athletes have switched 
to all-virtual in order to keep 

practicing and competing.  Clare 
said, “If I were to be contact-traced 
in school, I would be quarantined 
for two weeks and unable to have 
any contact with my team.  Then, I 

would have to practice for five days 
before I would be allowed to race 
again.”

These guidelines, while 
necessary, could be detrimental to 

an athlete’s season.  Athletes who 
are planning on playing a sport 
in college could lose valuable 
practice time, and college coaches 
might not ever see them perform.  

Seniors just want to make the 
most of the season they have right 
now, because no one knows what 
will happen with COVID-19 in 
the next few months.     

“With the risk of having to 
sit out three weeks from cross 
country, [going to school in-
person] is just not doable,” said 
Clare.  “I can’t risk it for my senior 
season.”  

To reduce their chances of being 
out for several weeks, athletes are 
switching to all-virtual.  

While some students are 
switching to all-virtual due to 

athletics and safety concerns, I 
believe some students are switching 
simply out of laziness.  

Teachers have no way of 
monitoring what students are 
doing at home, unless they require 
the students to participate or turn 
on their cameras. If students are 
not engaging with their teacher or 
classmates, then they could be on 
their phone scrolling through social 
media, or even taking a nap.  The 
teacher would have no idea, because 
they cannot see the students face-
to-face.  

During some of my Google 
meets, I have noticed students 
hanging out with their friends 
during class.  While it is good to 
collaborate on certain projects, 
being with friends might serve as 
a distraction to their education.  
These students also do not always 
follow social distancing guidelines.

The main issue is that 
administrators will never know why 

a student is switching to all-virtual.  
A student might say that they don’t 
feel comfortable going to school, 
but in reality they might just want 
to sleep through some of their 
classes.  On the other hand, teachers 
might assume that a student doesn’t 
want to come to school, even if they 
genuinely feel uncomfortable. 

According to Clare, going all-
virtual was a difficult decision.  

“I’d much rather be in-person 
twice a week so I can see my peers 
and teachers face-to-face,” said 
Clare.  “I miss being able to talk to 
my friends during passing period 
and listening to lectures in person.” 

These next few months will 
determine if COVID-19 is going 
away, or if we will still have to 
continue to slow the spread.  Either 
way, we still might see a wave of 
students switching to all-virtual.  In 
the future, we need to make sure 
students are switching to all-virtual 
for valid reasons.

My Stance
Mia Compton
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Questions arise on reasons for full-virtual
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““While some students are 
switching to all-virtual due 
to athletics and safety 
concerns, I believe some 
students are switching 
simply out of laziness.

““



Presley VanoverPresley Vanover
Multimedia EditorMultimedia Editor

When did you join color guard, and why?When did you join color guard, and why?

“It’s actually kind of a funny story, so I had French class with this guy named “It’s actually kind of a funny story, so I had French class with this guy named 
Andrew, right. And he found out one day that I was, like, kind of flexible. And Andrew, right. And he found out one day that I was, like, kind of flexible. And 
he found out I didn’t like cheerleading in the past, and he was like ‘Oh my he found out I didn’t like cheerleading in the past, and he was like ‘Oh my 
gosh, you should join color guard.’ And I was like ‘What is color guard?’ I’d gosh, you should join color guard.’ And I was like ‘What is color guard?’ I’d 
never heard of it, because I had never paid attention to the marching band never heard of it, because I had never paid attention to the marching band 
that much. I had no idea what it was going into it, and he was like ‘You have that much. I had no idea what it was going into it, and he was like ‘You have 
to come.’ So I was like ‘Okay.’ So I went to all of the auditions and I just, like, to come.’ So I was like ‘Okay.’ So I went to all of the auditions and I just, like, 
fell in love with it.”fell in love with it.”

What are you looking forward during this season?What are you looking forward during this season?

“This season, I’m really looking forward to like, obviously, the football games. “This season, I’m really looking forward to like, obviously, the football games. 
I just like love performing. And like, that’s my passion. Like, that’s just what I just like love performing. And like, that’s my passion. Like, that’s just what 
makes it worth it. Like those long practices were you like, work so hard and makes it worth it. Like those long practices were you like, work so hard and 
then you get out on that field and you perform and you see the people’s then you get out on that field and you perform and you see the people’s 
reactions.”reactions.”

What are some differences between being guard captain and being a member?What are some differences between being guard captain and being a member?

“There’s obviously a lot of differences in being a regular guard member and “There’s obviously a lot of differences in being a regular guard member and 
being a captain. So obviously, the captain has a lot more responsibilities, being a captain. So obviously, the captain has a lot more responsibilities, 
because when you’re just a member you just get told what to do, you really because when you’re just a member you just get told what to do, you really 
don’t have to think about it. Someone says ‘Oh go to that field over there. We’re don’t have to think about it. Someone says ‘Oh go to that field over there. We’re 
gonna run some choreography.’ You just go, but when you’re captain, you have gonna run some choreography.’ You just go, but when you’re captain, you have 
to actually direct those people. to actually direct those people. 

What is it like to be you?What is it like to be you?

“I guess you just constantly feel, like, you’re multitasking. You’re just “I guess you just constantly feel, like, you’re multitasking. You’re just 
constantly going from one thing to another. You’re just constantly going full constantly going from one thing to another. You’re just constantly going full 
speed. You’re constantly six places at the same time. And then everywhere speed. You’re constantly six places at the same time. And then everywhere 
you are, you’re just trying to give your best there. And just give everything you you are, you’re just trying to give your best there. And just give everything you 
have. Your 100%.”have. Your 100%.”
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To watch a multimedia video about Stephens, go to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com.
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