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SENIOR TRISTAN POLK runs the ball for multiple yards against Columbus East at football’s Senior Night on Friday, Sept. 25.
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Senior running back Wenkers 
Wright fixes his gaze upon last 
year’s sectional trophy in the 
trophy case. The memories of 
charging into the end zone and 
the student section exploding 
with enthusiasm race through 
his mind. However, this is a 
new season, which means there’s 
another trophy to capture, and 
this senior class, along with the 
rest of the team, hopes to bring 

another sectional title to FC. 
 In order to achieve this level 

of success, the team must first 
come together and play well in 
the regular season.

“I think our season is going 
amazing so far. We have a super 
talented team and are prepared 
for anyone who comes our way,” 
said junior wide receiver and 
safety Zac Hutslar.

Talent, though helpful, does 
not always result in success. 
There are many elements within 
a team that push their potential 

to the max.
“A factor for our success is 

great coaching along with the 
chemistry us players have with 
each other on the field,” said 
Wright.

Another key factor is setting 
high goals. After winning 
sectionals last year, the team will 
not be satisfied with just local 
success.

“Our expectations were to 
play into late November, so no, 
we haven’t met them yet, but we 
get closer and closer everyday,” 

said senior quarterback Tristan 
Polk.

Senior running back and 
linebacker Andrew Spurgeon 
has also set his expectations 
high.

“We had high expectations; 
we wanted to win. We each set 
team goals and personal goals 
and we all want to work to 
complete them.”

The coaches are also very 
important to the team’s success. 
The team cannot succeed 
without the right leaders to 

guide them.
“The coaches bring the team 

together because they genuinely 
care for us players and want 
the absolute best for us,” said 
Wright.

Spurgeon also sees the 
coaches as an imperative aspect 
to the team’s success. He knows 
that the team heavily relies on 
the coaches and their leadership.

“[They bring the team 
together] by meeting with 
each kid [and] asking how 
school’s going. The coaches do 
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a phenomenal job by practicing 
hard but also having fun,” said 
Spurgeon.

The coaches are there to 
assist the players on and off 
the field. Assistant coach Alan 
Hess backed up the feelings of 
Spurgeon on the coaching staff. 

“We truly care about them as 
people, not just athletes.”

Through all of the positivity 
comes challenges and hardships. 
It is important for the team to 
view these challenges as ways to 
improve, rather than steps in the 
wrong direction.

“One of the biggest 
challenges we’ve had all year 
was playing At Elder in “The 
Pit” with them being 
the 63rd team in the 
nation. We overcame 
this by scoring multiple 
times against them and 
keeping [our] head up 
all week at practice after 
a loss and coming back 
with a win next week,” 
said junior punter 
Walker Jacobi.

Though any season 
presents difficulties and 
roadblocks for the team 
to deal with, because of 
how COVID-19 has changed 
every aspect of life, there are 
even more challenges than 
normal.

“Our biggest challenge was 
definitely COVID-19. We 
all knew the opportunity we 
had so we did our best to take 
advantage of it,” said sophomore 

wide receiver and safety Eli 
Branham.

Spurgeon not only sees 
COVID-19 as a challenge, but a 
possible sudden ending to their 
season.

“We just have to keep wearing 
our [masks] and performing 
good social distancing so we 
can continue to play,” said 
Spurgeon.

Hess sees something else as 
the team’s biggest challenge, but 
still related to COVID-19.

“[The biggest challenge is] 
dealing with this virtual crap. 
It’s a huge mental block to 
everyone,” said Hess.

The team’s attention to detail 

has taken them to another level 
in the eyes of Polk.

“The team has changed how 
we look at practice and how 
every single rep should be to 
beat the best team we can play. 
We also [have] continued our 
winning mentality. The team 
has a lot of confidence, and 

rightfully so.”
As in any sport, it is 

important for the team to have a 
phrase or saying that brings the 
team together.

“Coach Polk, one of our 
offensive and receiver coaches, 
always says ‘The team, the 
team, the team,’ meaning you’re 
playing for our team and not 
just yourself. Therefore you can’t 
be taking any plays off or letting 
anyone down,” said Hutslar.

Polk also knows the team 
motto and interprets it on a 
more personal level.

“It means that when you step 
on the field and wear that jersey, 
you play for the Highlanders, 

and every play you take 
is to help the team, 
whether if you have to 
take on two blockers to 
free up a linebacker, or 
if you have to get hit by 
a linebacker during a 
fake to take him away 
from the ball carrier,” 
said Polk.

Wright also 
recognizes another 
point of emphasis for 
the team this year.

“This year’s motto is 
to play to beat the bigger teams. 
Don’t just play to beat the team 
we face that week, but play to 
beat the team we will face much 
later in the season.”

The team is filled with talent 
this year, and it is very important 
for the team to come together 
and focus on every little thing. 

senior
Kelsey Coronel

““They’ve pushed 
through many 
obstacles and 
even with a 
pandemic 
going on, 
they’ve stayed 
focused.

““

senior
Jake Heidbreder

““They have a lot 
of hard-working 
guys that really 
care about 
the game and 
definitely have 
a special bond 
with each other.

““

senior
Brantly Rippy

““Last year was 
a big year for 
them, and I think 
they are looking 
to go even 
further in the 
post season this 
year.

““

senior
Laney Siewert

““I think they are 
having success 
this year 
because the 
players seem 
to have a great 
bond with each 
other.

““

““We want nothing short 
of a state championship. 
Everything but a state 
championship would be 
disappointing.

““
Kaleb Quenichet
senior

Why do you think the football team has had success this season?
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SOPHOMORE JAKE HAUSZ jumps in an attempt to catch a pass from senior 
Tristan Polk against Columbus East on Friday, Sept. 25.

“We are all athletic and good, 
we just have to go hard every 
play and take no plays off,” said 
Hutslar.

The team is confident that 
if they come together, they 
will have success when it really 
matters.

Branham said, “We have to 
be working on all cylinders and 
working together. We need to 
give 100 percent effort every 
play and every game. We have 
the skill necessary to win, we 
just have to stop making small 
mistakes.”


