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Freshman Greenly Burke 
enters the doors of FC on her 
first day as a high school student. 
Other students are busy trying 
to find their friends and classes, 
and teachers are welcoming 
the incoming students back to 
the start of another great year. 
Excitement and nerves are high 
as they make their way to the 
beginning of the next chapter in 
their lives.

Many students eagerly head 
off to classes, but for freshmen, 

it can be 
n e r v e 
wracking. 

The fear 

of crowded hallways, trying to 
find a seat in the lunchroom, 
or trying to stay out of the 
way of upperclassmen can be 
exhausting. 

Burke said, “I was nervous, 
because I thought I might forget 
where my classes were or get 
lost. My brother had dropped 
me off at the stairs, I had my 
soccer bag, and I didn’t know 
where the MPR [multi-purpose 
room] room was. I had to take 
my stuff to Mr. Stevens’s room, 
but I couldn’t find his class, 
and for the rest of the day I was 
anxious.” 

The first day of school can be 
intimidating, but as it continues 
to move forward, it becomes 
easier to master the many 
hallways. FC is a lot bigger 
than most schools, in number 

of students and size, and 
for freshman Ella Funk, 
this makes 

navigating more difficult.
“The transition has been the 

most difficult part of this year.
There are a lot more people, 
and the school is also a lot 
bigger. Before Highland Hills, 
I went to a small school. I had 
just gotten used to Highland 
Hills when the year ended, but 
moving from Highland Hills 
wasn’t as hard as I thought it 
would be. There were a lot of 
people moving with me, so I 
knew I wasn’t alone,” said Funk.

 The difficult transition can 
make it harder to prioritize 
tasks. There is more stress at 
a new school and finding a 
certain class can cause students 
to become overwhelmed. Senior 
Anna Hilbrich has learned 
many lessons throughout her 
high school career.

“I have learned several 
things throughout my 

high school years, one being 
not to wait to the last minute 
to finish assignments and tasks. 
I have also learned that having 
a planner is very essential, 
especially as you get older and 
take more [difficult] classes. I 
found out that I like to have a 
schedule of basically everything 
that I do,” said Hilbrich. 

Organization is key when 
it comes to being prepared 
for your classes, and with 
multiple teachers giving out 
homework, it can be stressful to 
try to keep up. For junior Levi 
Harrington, staying calm and 
not overthinking is a great way 
to be prepared for tests.

“To prepare myself for big 
exams, I study the material 
right out of the book. I believe 
studying too much will confuse 

you, so I try not to 
over-study,” said 

Harrington. 
As the year 

goes on, freshmen can become 
more comfortable with the 
different ways of learning 
and studying in high school. 
Scheduling time to study may 
help relieve stress.

J u n i o r 
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Upperclassmen share advice for freshmen



Emma Martin said, “I usually 
make a study schedule about a 
week or a couple days before the 
exam. Every day leading up to 
the exam, I’ll study the material. 
This method has always been 
helpful for me, because it 
prevents me from trying 
to cram everything in at 
the last minute.”

Studying a little bit 
every day before the test, 
instead of cramming, 
is a good way to relieve 
the stress of a heavy 
workload. Making sure 
that smaller issues do not 
bother a student can be 
more challenging. 

“One piece of 
advice I have for an 
underclassman would be 
not to stress about the 
one point on a test or the small 
inconveniences that you will 
encounter. Everything will work 
out just fine,” said Hilbrich.  

By listening to advice from 
upperclassmen, students can 
relax and feel more at home. 
Another way to do so is by 
joining various extracurriculars 
and getting involved in the 
school.

Harrington said, “Getting 
involved early with various 
clubs and activities [allowed] 
me to enjoy what I do as long 
as I can. Now, as a junior, I have 
a lot of experience in a lot of 
different areas.”

Joining clubs and other 
activities is a great way to 
better a student’s high school 
experience. Martin wishes she 
had joined more school activities 
her freshman and sophomore 
years. 

“[Clubs] are a great way to 
meet new people, and I feel 
like they would have made high 
school a little more fun,” said 
Martin.

Sports and extracurricular 
activities are a great way to 

meet new people and 
create memories 
with each other 
that will last 
forever. The 

bond between teammates or 
fellow members can grow into a 
lifelong friendship. 

“My favorite thing about 
being a part of Floyd was the FC 
Volleyball Team. This team has 
brought me countless memories 

that I know I will 
cherish forever. We 
have been through 
the highest highs and 
lowest lows together, 
and this program is 
a family I will always 
be a part of,” said 
Hilbrich. 

Being a part of a 
program that makes 
students feel like a 
family where it is 
possible to rely on 
each other, makes it 
easier to adjust to the 

changes of a new school. Now 
that Burke has been a part of 
the FC family for a couple of 
months, she has noticed the 
changes from when she was in 
middle school to now.  

Burke said, “In high school, 
you have a lot more freedom, 
but more is expected of you. In 
middle school, less is expected 
of you. When we were in fifth 
and sixth grade, you walked to 
lunch with a teacher, but now 
we have the freedom to leave on 
our own. I’ve also noticed that 
I have been given a lot more 
homework than when I was in 
middle school.” 

H a v i n g 
p e o p l e 

who believe and trust in a 
student can make a huge impact 
on his or her life. Whether it 
be a staff member, friend, or 
family, having someone always 
be there and love them for who 
they are can make a big impact 
on a student’s life. 

Hilbrich said, “I think my 
biggest accomplishment during 
high school is not letting the 
people around me change who 
I wanted to be, or who I am. 
Both of my parents have made 
a big impact on my high school 
career. They have continued to 
love and support me when I 
was having both good and bad 

days.”
High school is a chapter 

in life filled with trials, tears, 
and laughs that will become 
memories. The idea of what 
others could be thinking and 
their opinions can bring a 
person down, but having friends 
that are reliable and supportive 
can get anyone past those 
negative ideas.

2020 FC graduate, Alaina 
Goss said, “If I could give one 
piece of advice it would be to 
live your own life, not caring 
what people think or say about 
you.”
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““I think my biggest 
accomplishment during 
high school is not letting the 
people around me change 
who I wanted to be, or who I 
am.

““

Anna Hilbrich
senior

Get involved with school clubs and sports.

Start studying 2 to 3 days before a test.

Branch out and make new friends.

Take some time to relax and rest.

Using a planner can help keep everything 
organized.

Utilize the extended days after school if 
necessary.

Try not to develop bad study habits.

Find a balance between school and personal 
life.

Always be prepared for class.

Source: Interviews with upperclassmen


