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So many teenage romance 
movies are rebuked for their 
cheesy lines and predictable 
plots. Chemical Hearts, 
however, does just the opposite. 
This movie beautifully captures 
the raw and unfailing pressures 
of teenage love and loss. With 
its melancholic overtones and 
somber narrative, Chemical 
Hearts is a breath of fresh air 
in the world of generic, cookie-
cutter teenage movies.

High school senior Henry 
Page, played by Austin Abrams, 
is overjoyed when he gets the 
Editor-in-Chief position in his 
school newspaper. However, 
that joy quickly turns to 
confusion when he learns that 
he will be sharing his position 
with a new student, Grace 
Town, played by Lili Reinhart.

Tension is soaring when 
Henry and Grace butt heads 
on virtually everything, and 
when Grace announces 
that she has no intention 
of writing anything in the 
paper, Henry is utterly 
confused. When he tries to 
protest, Grace cuts him off 
and says that she has not 
written anything since the 
accident. Henry knows 
not to say anything 
more. 

Grace does not need 
to make a reputation 
for herself, the cane 
she walks with does 
it for her. Everyone 
knows about the 
tragic car accident 
that happened a little 
less than a year ago, 

in which Grace was the only 
survivor. The wreck may not 
have taken her life, but it may 
as well have. Trudging through 
life with half-smiles and empty 
laughs, Grace is a mere shadow 
of her former self. 

So, Henry does not say 
anything. In fact, neither 
of them do much talking 
until a few days later 
when Henry misses his 
bus, and Grace offers 
to walk him home. 
And that is when it 
all started. From then 
on, that became 
their routine. 
Grace takes Henry 
home, and they talk 
about anything and 
everything. Well, 
e v e r y t h i n g 
e x c e p t 
one 

thing--Grace’s past. 
Their relationship is nothing 

if not gradual. For a while, the 
only time they are seen together 
is when they walk home. It takes 
weeks before the two are seen 
together at school, and even 
then, they are not affectionate 

with each other. 
Henry waits a 

while before 
a s k i n g 
Grace to do 
a n y t h i n g 
with him 
b e s i d e s 
their daily 
walks, and 
when he 

f i n a l l y 
g e t s 

the courage to ask her out, Grace 
is apprehensive and reluctant to 
agree. 

The amazing thing about 
Chemical Hearts is the effortless 
appeal to its audience. It has 
done what so many movies 
before it failed to do, and that is 
to accurately portray the teenage 
mind. So many teens nowadays 
are struggling to find themselves 
in this crazy world, all while 
dealing with the stress of school, 
extracurriculars, or maybe a job. 
And while Chemical Hearts 
may not be the most realistic 
representation, it certainly 
accounts for the everyday strain 
that today’s teens feel. 

I would recommend this 
movie to ages 16 and up, being 
that it has some violent and 
mature themes, along with some 

language that may not be 
suitable for younger audiences. 
That being said, I think that 
every teen should watch this 
movie at least once, because 
it truly does a beautiful job of 
capturing teenage romance, 
and shows the audience that 
sometimes, love is as painful as 
heartbreak. 

Chemical Hearts is a 
beautiful mix of calamity, 
compassion, and everything in-
between. With its bitter realism 
and harsh truth, this movie 
is a must-watch for any teen. 
Chemical Hearts is an amazing 
look into the complicated 
teenage mind. To quote the wise 
words of Henry Page, “Scars are 
not reminders of what’s been 
broken, but rather, what’s been 
created.”
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Chemical Hearts offers unique viewpoint

Chemical Hearts 
Scorecard

Plot: 4 out of 5
 
Acting: 5 out of 5

Production: 4.5 out of 5

Soundtrack: 5 out of 5

Overall: 18.5 out of 20
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