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Voting allows for fair elections
On Tuesday, Nov. 3, 

people across the country 
will travel to their local 
voting center to cast their 
ballots in local, state, and 
federal elections. Every four 
years, people vote to elect 
the next president of the 
United States, and this year 
is one of those years.

It is safe to say that this 
year’s presidential election 
is one of the most talked 
about elections in history. 
Normally, the Bagpiper 
chooses to endorse a 
candidate during the issue 
before the election; however, 
this year the staff has chosen 
to discuss the importance of 
voting. 

A common misconception 
about voting is that one 

individual vote does not 
ultimately matter to the 
outcome of an election. 
However, there have been 
many cases of elections 
where the winner was 
decided by one, or very few, 
votes. 

One case, reported by 
National Public Radio 
[NPR] in 2018, was that 
of 2002 Washington state 
House candidate Kevin 
Entze, who lost his race by 
only one vote, out of more 
than 11,700 ballots cast. 
Another such case, also 
reported by NPR in 2018, 
was when the 2017 Virginia 
state House election resulted 
in a tie out of more than 
23,000 ballots. Imagine if 
one of those people had 

decided not to show up on 
Election Day, or if one more 
person had decided to.

The impact of every single 
vote can appear distorted, 
especially on a national 
scale like the presidential 
election. Since presidential 
elections are decided by the 
Electoral College, many 
people can feel left out 
of the election and think 
their votes do not matter. 
However, even presidential 
races can be very close in 
numbers. 

The 2000 election 
between presidential 
candidates Al Gore and 
George W. Bush was one 
with several recounts 
called for. According to 
Britannica, “Bush won the 

electoral college with 271 
votes to Gore’s 266 but lost 
the popular vote by some 
500,000.”

Even though this number 
seems huge, this was one 
of the tightest races in 
presidential election history, 
and it even shows the 
disparity between electoral 
college votes and popular 
votes. If everyone eligible 
voted, every election would 
be more fair and decide the 
election the way it should 
be decided--by all of the 
American people.

The deadline in Indiana 
to request an absentee 
ballot is Thursday, Oct. 
22. Visit floydcountyclerk.
org for more information 
on voting locations.
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The purpose of the Bagpiper is to 
truthfully report the news and to 
engage the audience in online and 
print media. We strive to provide the 
meaning and significance behind 
all news, making visual connections 
between events and the readers. 
Above all, we aim to uphold the ethical 
standards we see in the professional 
field while serving all faculty, staff, 
students, and the community.


