
At the beginning of the school 
year, my AP Literature classroom 
was as full as it could possibly be, 
with social-distancing, of course.  
Now, there are only seven students 
in my class that attend school; the 
rest of the students have shifted to 
virtual learning. 

The question is—why are 
students suddenly switching to all-
virtual?

First, students might be 
switching simply because they do 
not feel comfortable being at school, 
which is understandable.  These 
students might also be susceptible 
to COVID-19, or they might have 
a family member who is susceptible 
to it.  Coming to school could put 
them or their loved ones in danger.

There is no way to completely 
avoid transmission of COVID-19, 
especially in an enclosed space.  
However, FC has taken many 
measures to maximize safety.  In the 
mornings, students are encouraged 
to go straight to their first period 
classroom to 
avoid crowding 
in the hallways.  
Students eat lunch 
in the cafeteria, 
spine, and the 
gymnasium to 
ensure social 
d i s t a n c i n g . 
Teachers have 
seating charts 
arranged where 
students are as far 
away from each 
other as possible.  
Also, restrooms 
are cleaned more frequently.

I felt overwhelmed on the first 
day of school because there were so 
many students in the gym during 
lunch.  Not to mention, none of us 

were wearing masks.  Students were 
sitting directly next to each other, 
which definitely did not follow 
the social distancing guidelines.  
However, administrators made sure 
to properly social distance students, 
so I feel much safer now.  

These measures have been taken 
in order to slow down the spread of 
COVID-19, but some students still 
feel safer at home.  

Some students, however, have 
switched to all-virtual due to their 
participation in sports.  Many 
coaches have encouraged teams to 
switch to all virtual to reduce their 
chances of contracting COVID-19. 
However, athletes are still expected 
to follow social-distancing 
guidelines outside of school, as well 
as at practice.  

Senior Natalie Clare, who is on 
the cross country team, recently 
switched to all-virtual.

“I decided to go all-virtual for 
my cross country season because it 
is my senior year.  I’m never going 
to be able to race with my team ever 
again, and I wanted to make sure I 
got the most out of my season,” said 
Clare.

Many athletes have switched 
to all-virtual in order to keep 

practicing and competing.  Clare 
said, “If I were to be contact-traced 
in school, I would be quarantined 
for two weeks and unable to have 
any contact with my team.  Then, I 

would have to practice for five days 
before I would be allowed to race 
again.”

These guidelines, while 
necessary, could be detrimental to 

an athlete’s season.  Athletes who 
are planning on playing a sport 
in college could lose valuable 
practice time, and college coaches 
might not ever see them perform.  

Seniors just want to make the 
most of the season they have right 
now, because no one knows what 
will happen with COVID-19 in 
the next few months.     

“With the risk of having to 
sit out three weeks from cross 
country, [going to school in-
person] is just not doable,” said 
Clare.  “I can’t risk it for my senior 
season.”  

To reduce their chances of being 
out for several weeks, athletes are 
switching to all-virtual.  

While some students are 
switching to all-virtual due to 

athletics and safety concerns, I 
believe some students are switching 
simply out of laziness.  

Teachers have no way of 
monitoring what students are 
doing at home, unless they require 
the students to participate or turn 
on their cameras. If students are 
not engaging with their teacher or 
classmates, then they could be on 
their phone scrolling through social 
media, or even taking a nap.  The 
teacher would have no idea, because 
they cannot see the students face-
to-face.  

During some of my Google 
meets, I have noticed students 
hanging out with their friends 
during class.  While it is good to 
collaborate on certain projects, 
being with friends might serve as 
a distraction to their education.  
These students also do not always 
follow social distancing guidelines.

The main issue is that 
administrators will never know why 

a student is switching to all-virtual.  
A student might say that they don’t 
feel comfortable going to school, 
but in reality they might just want 
to sleep through some of their 
classes.  On the other hand, teachers 
might assume that a student doesn’t 
want to come to school, even if they 
genuinely feel uncomfortable. 

According to Clare, going all-
virtual was a difficult decision.  

“I’d much rather be in-person 
twice a week so I can see my peers 
and teachers face-to-face,” said 
Clare.  “I miss being able to talk to 
my friends during passing period 
and listening to lectures in person.” 

These next few months will 
determine if COVID-19 is going 
away, or if we will still have to 
continue to slow the spread.  Either 
way, we still might see a wave of 
students switching to all-virtual.  In 
the future, we need to make sure 
students are switching to all-virtual 
for valid reasons.

My Stance
Mia Compton
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““While some students are 
switching to all-virtual due 
to athletics and safety 
concerns, I believe some 
students are switching 
simply out of laziness.

““


