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Guard celebrates fall, prepares for winter
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Senior Avery Stephens 
eagerly takes her place in her 
opening set at the Jeffersonville 
vs. FC football game. She is 
met by the smiling faces of 
her fellow Emerald Guard 
members. Each member grabs 
assigned equipment and silently 
runs through the show in their 
head. She braces herself for the 
music to start. In this moment, 
she knows all of her hard work 
and dedication would soon be 
worth it.

“The biggest challenge of the 
season so far was helping the 
guard transition between coaches 
while being completely virtual. 
There was a lot of uncertainty, 
so a lot of responsibilities fell 
on me because of my leadership 
position last year and this year,” 
said Avery.

As team captain and only 
senior of the group, Avery has led 
her team through the challenges 
of the season. While most guard 
members are familiar to her, she 
has found herself surrounded 
by an entirely new team of staff 
members, led by coach Marvin 
Alexander. 

Not only has leadership 

changed, but that, combined 
with the uncertainty of 
COVID-19, has made this a 
challenging season for the entire 
group. Because of restrictions 
due to the pandemic, all 
marching band competitions 
were canceled for the year. 

“This year is different from 
my previous years because we 
now have a new color guard 
director, Marvin Alexander, and 
we have no competitions, so it’s 
kind of like a technique lab. Our 
new coach is very different from 
our old one, and he makes it a 
bit more challenging for sure,” 
said sophomore Kenzi Stephens.

The adjustment for veteran 
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JUNIORS ALLY GROVES, NICOLE WILLIAMS, AND LEIGHA ESTAR pose at the end of the halftime show on Friday, Sept. 
25. The marching band and guard’s show this year is called “The Aviary.”
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members might have even been 
more tricky than for the newer 
members. These experienced 
members were expected to lead 
the rest of their group through 
challenges they had not even 
faced themselves. An example of 
this is junior Leigha Estar. She 
joined Winter Guard when she 
was only in the fourth grade and 
marching band when she was in 
sixth grade.

“Because I’ve experienced 
the same staff for seven years, 
gaining a new coach, let alone 
a whole new set of staff, is 
very interesting. It’s really fun, 
though, because everything is 
different. The environment, the 
routines, and just the general 
way we do things is so different 
from what I’m used to,” said 
Estar.

Although these changes and 
uncertainties brought their own 
set of difficulties, many members 
agreed that this marching band 
season was much more laid back 
than previous years. Because 
there were no competitions to 
prepare for, the whole group 
feels less stressed. The guard 
only had to learn a four minute 
show instead of their regular 
eight  minute show. This cut 
nine-hour band camp days 
down to three hours and cut 
back on practices. While some 
people might slow down during 
this time, Emerald Guard 
members used their extra time 
as preparation for the upcoming 
Winter Guard season.

“Since COVID-19 has set 
some tolls on this season, it 
hasn’t been too challenging. I’d 
say the biggest challenges are 
the trick tosses that my coach is 
having me learn. Every once in a 

while, I stay after rehearsal ends 
to work on trick tosses in order 
to prepare for the Winter Guard 
season,” said Estar.

By challenging herself with 
these advanced techniques, Estar 
hopes to improve and condition 
for the rest of the year. She and 
many others look forward to the 
fast-approaching winter season. 
Although COVID-19 may 
limit their winter season, they 
are determined to advance and 
progress in their skills.

“My favorite part of this 
season is getting to know the 
‘newbies,’ which is what we 
call the new guard members. I 
hope they continue to do guard 
into winter [season] so that we 
can all be close for our future 
competitions,” said Kenzi.

The bond between the 
veterans and the newer guard 
members cemented the 
connection of the group. While 
pulling together as a team, they 
were able to face and conquer 
the unforeseen challenges of the 
marching band season. With 
this in mind, their upcoming 
winter season will surely be a 
success.  

“I am expecting the rest 
of our fall season to be really 
fun because we are getting 
comfortable with our show. 
I think we will continue to 
grow and work hard to have an 
amazing winter season with or 
without competitions. Either 
way, we will make sure we have 
fun performing and growing as 
an ensemble,” said Avery.

As the music ends and the 
last flag is caught, the audience 
cheers. Avery takes a deep 
breath and walks off of the field 
with pride.


