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Swimming and diving pushes through postseason
 Aft er the girls’ team competed at state last weekend, the boys look forward to sectional fi nals this weekend
Adam Hynes
Sports Editor

As races roll on and athletes 
celebrate their performances, 
junior Erin Perkins is one of four 
FC girls swimmers to compete 
in the 400-yard relay. Th e state 
championship is on the line, and 
the girls are preparing for their 
shot to make school history. As 
the girls prepare for the race, 
senior Bernadette Mueller, who 
is starting the relay, gets up on 
the block and gets ready for her 
fi nal race of the season.

“My favorite part of this 
season was spending time with 
the team and getting to see 
everyone be successful at the 
end of the season,” said Erin 
Perkins.

Th e girls’ swim team 
competed at the state 
championship last weekend, 
with the 400-yard relay 
consisting of Erin Perkins, 
Bernadette Mueller, senior 
Grace Allen, and sophomore 
Kylie McDonald. Th ey fi nished 
25th overall in the state, and 
are already focusing on how to 
improve for next season.

“After the success of this 
year, my goals for next year are 
to improve my times in my best 
events, to hopefully make it 
back to the state meet again, and 
to see the team win conference 
and sectionals again,” said Erin 
Perkins.

Part of reaching their goals 
for the future is refl ecting 
on this year’s performance. 
Th e swimmers are hard on 

themselves so they can work 
to perform even better in their 
coming years.

“Personally, I did not meet 
the goals that I had set for this 
season in my best events. I did, 
however, win the 200 freestyle 
at conference, which was really 
exciting,” said Erin Perkins. 

While the girls are tough 
on themselves to be better 
in the long run, they do also 
take time to appreciate their 
accomplishments.

“From a team standpoint, I 
did get to meet my goals because 
I was able to work with our 
younger athletes and our senior 
team members to help develop 
our team into conference and 
sectional champions,” said Erin 
Perkins.

Th is year, the boys’ and girls’ 
teams have taken a diff erent 
approach on achieving success. 
While they do not have a best 
swimmer, the depth on their 
teams make them as talented as 
they have recently been.

“We were much more 
even across the board this year 
compared to last year,” said head 
coach Joe Perkins. “We don’t 
have any, what you would call, 
true number ones.”

Perkins said that his second 
and third swimmers are more 
talented than the secondary 
swimmers at most other schools.

While the girls have already 
completed their successful 
season, the boys are competing 
in their sectional fi nal meet 
tomorrow. Several of the athletes 
are hoping to qualify for state 
fi nals as well.

“I’m hoping to win all of my 
events so that I can go to state in 

everything I swim,” said senior 
Carson Huber.

Th is year’s team, while still 
having a good shot to send 
multiple swimmers to state, 
is a bit diff erent from the 
previous teams that have been 
so successful in recent years. 

“Th is team is less deep than it 
has been in the past, but we still 
have a lot of individual talent,” 
said senior Nick Raymer. 

A victory this year at 
sectionals would be the boys’ 
fi fth straight, and the team has 
no other expectations than to 
come out with a win tomorrow.

“I am expecting for us to win 
our fi fth sectional title in a row,” 
said senior Dalton Lawver.

Th is year’s team is loaded 
with seniors, and the leaders 
have embraced their new roles 
throughout the season. Th ey 
have enjoyed the experience of 
being the new role models on 
such a successful team.

“I’ve enjoyed stepping up 
this year and being one of the 
senior leaders of the team,” said 
Raymer.

While the girls’ team has 
more experienced swimmers and 
essentially more depth, the boys’ 
have had to rely on newcomers 
to round out their team. 

“Th is year’s team is relying 
more on the freshmen. With a 
small group of guys, everyone 
plays a big role,” said Lawver.

One of the underlying 
factors that makes these two 
teams so successful is the bond 
that the athletes have formed 
with one another. Most of the 
seniors on the teams have been 
together nearly year-round for 
four years now, and that has 
given them strength in each 
other throughout this season. 

Coach Perkins said, “It’s one 
of those things you can look at 
over  the four years (the seniors) 
have been together. After how 
much you’ve done together, how 
much you’ve worked together, 
the opportunities that you’ve 
had, and getting to host our own 
sectional every year makes it a 
really culminating experience.”

HEAD COACH JOE PERKINS hugs the 400-yard relay team and his other swimmers aft er their sectional victory.
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