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As cameras click and people 
murmur, superintendent Brad 
Snyder takes the podium, 
a backdrop behind him 
proclaiming the words “Safety 
for our Schools” and “S.O.S.” He 
speaks of the moral obligation 
citizens have to protect students 
and their mental health. With 
this referendum not only 
students will be aff ected, but 
teachers, businesses, and other 

members of the community.
On Feb. 11 the school 

board and it’s members hosted 
an announcement meeting at 
the Carnegie Center 
in order to inform the 
public and student 
media over the new 
bill. Th e day before, 
the school board 
approved the School 
Safety Referendum. 
Th e referendum aims 
to help NAFC schools’ 
students with both 
physical and mental 
health from the 
elementary to the high 
school level.

“Society has evolved and 
the challenges of adolescence 
have also changed. Schools 
receive more and more students 

aff ected by trauma,” said 
Snyder. “Students often do not 
have resources to form rational 
judgments, develop supportive 

relationships, or seek 
guidance on how to 
cope with traumatic 
events.”

As times change so 
do the measures needed 
to ensure a student’s 
safety while in school.

“I don’t want 
to alarm people 
particularly, but I 
think people need to 
understand that we live 
in a diff erent culture, 
society than what we 

lived in 10 years ago, 20 years 
ago,” said president of the New 
Albany Floyd County Education 
Association Joy Lohmeyer,” and 
we have to respond to that so 
that we can do the best that we 
can for our students.”

In 2019, Indiana’s legislature 
passed Senate Bill 127, which 
allows schools to ask for a 
small increase in property taxes 
in order to get funding for  
school safety measures. Th e 
referendum was approved by 
the NAFC school board on Feb. 
10, meaning the measure will be 
voted on this May.

In the proposed referendum, 
70 percent of the money will go 
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SUPERINTENDENT BRAD SNYDER speaks his opening statement at the safety  referedum press conference on Tuesday, Feb. 11 at the Carnegie Center about the Saft ey For Our Schools bill.
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Referendum hopes to help struggling students
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to mental health services such 
as therapy contracts and social 
workers. Even while it does not 
appear to at fi rst glance, this is 
also geared toward safety.

“Well, if you look at 
providing mental health 
services, if you look at all crimes, 
and you look at violence, 
it all stems from untreated 
mental health and trauma,” 
said Indiana Department of 
Child Services Floyd County 
supervisor Sam Charbonneau. 
“So you’re talking about saving 
a lot of taxpayer dollars if you’re 
addressing mental health before 
we have to pay for them being 
incarcerated or before they hurt 
somebody else or before they 
steal something else or before 
they commit a major crime.”

With the school shooting 
in Noblesville in 2018, local 
representatives have been 
working hard to fi gure out how 
to push this referendum off  the 
ground.

“[Th e phrase school shootings 
has] words we’ve become 
desensitised to as a nation,” 
said Safety For Our Schools 
chairwoman Misty Ronau. “It 
happened two hours away from 
our home  here, to children 

in Indiana in a public school. 
Voters need to understand 
everyday our schools have to 
be prepared to have a cohesive 
and complex safety plan in place 
to respond to the most horrifi c 
scenarios imaginable.”

Th e services provided by 
the referendum will go to all 
schools in the district, including 
elementary and middle schools. 

“We don’t want to ever want 
to give up on any kiddo, so if 
we identify a student in need 
in second grade that’s awesome. 
If we don’t identify it until 
eleventh or even twelfth grade, 
we still want to provide services 
for them so that they get the help 
they need, and they may not 
even realize that they need the 
help that they need until they’re 
spoken to by a professional,” 
said assistant superintendent 
Steve Griffi  n. “We all sometimes 
need someone to talk to, right?”

Th e money for the 
referendum will come from 
property tax over a period of 
eight years if voted in, which 
could be a dealbreaker for 
homeowners.

“We built two schools last 
year and they have new safety 
features that older schools do 

not. School safety is a diffi  cult 
conversation and one we do not 
enjoy having, but we also believe 
it is the right conversation to 
have at this particular point in 
time,” said Snyder.

However, a lot of support has 
been shown for the referendum 
by some members in the 
community.

“I was the one that wrote 
the fi rst school resource offi  cer 
grant in ‘99, and so I’ve been 
a proponent of school safety,” 
said Floyd County sheriff  Frank 
Loop, “We spend an awful lot of 
time training for the inevitable 
events that may happen, and so 
I do support safe schools.

Th e approval of the school 
board means that those in 
support of the referendum will 
begin the long trek to making it 
become our new reality.

“We’re asking directly for 
your help, and ultimately 
for your vote. Please visit 
sosfl oydcounty.com to learn 
more about this referendum 
and how you can do your part 
in making sure that we succeed 
in this eff ort, and secure a 
‘yes’ vote for this school safety 
referendum,” said Ronau. “Th e 
time to act is now.

JUNIOR LUCAS HUNCHMAN AND ASSOCIATE SUPERINTENDENT LOUIS JENSEN   
discuss the referendum and its next steps during the conference on Feb. 
11 at the Carnegie Center.
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NAFCS tax raise division
Job Title  Contracted or Staff Cost

Source: Brad Snyder

Social Workers

Therapy Contracts

School Resource  Offi  cers

School Safety  Offi  ce

Behavorists

Case Managers

Homebound/Alternative

Prevention Curriculum/Trainning

Mental Health Clinican

Bus Monitors

 Number of Workers
Staff 7 425,000 dollars

375,000 dollars

300,000 dollars

207,000 dollars

200,000 dollars

173,000 dollars

110,000 dollars

100,000 dollars

80,000 dollars

50,000 dollars

2,020,000 dollarsTotal:

16 Contracted

2-3

2-3

4

3

1

Unknown

1

Unknown

Unknown

Contracted

Contracted

Staff 

Staff 

Staff 

Staff 

Staff 

This spreadsheet is how the tax raise will divided for mental health workers


