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As families order food from 
Chick-fi l-A, junior Evan burks 
takes their orders, making sure 
to do his job well before he goes 
home. For the customers, they 
receive the food they ordered 
without a second thought. For 
the student workers, however, 
they have to go home and do 
their homework after their shift.

“I’ve been working at Chick-
fi l-A for three months now,” 
said Burks. “It gets hard trying 
to balance school with a job 
sometimes, but I make it work.”

Job ideas can come from 
several diff erent sources. In 
most cases, a student’s job was 
suggested by a friend or family 
member. Some students even 
took a job because their parents 
work at a specifi c place.

“My mom worked [at 
Providence Retirement Home] 
and suggested it to me,” said 
sophomore Lexi Freiberger.

Having a job can be diffi  cult 
for students, but many still fi nd it 
worth the while. Some students 
choose to work multiple jobs, 
too. Junior Suhani Singh works 
between two and three jobs, 
helping her parents around the 
workplace to earn money.

“Since it’s my junior year, 
it’s pretty diffi  cult, but it’s 

manageable,” said Singh. “It’s 
nice to make money for college 
Th at’s why I apply for jobs.”

For many students, their job 
begins as soon as school ends, 
and they stay at their shift until 
the evening. Some students may 
not have an ideal timeframe to 
fi nish their homework because 
of this. Time management tends 
to be a struggle for student 
employees, especially when they 
have a lot of homework.

“Make sure to set days to 
work and know your hours,” 
said Freiberger. She said she 
struggles with time management 
in juggling school and her job.

Th e work environment 
could vary depending on the 
job a student has. For Burks, the 
environment is always positive, 
even though it can be stressful 
at times.

“Th e environment varies 
by day to day. Sometimes it’s 
hectic, other times it’s laid 
back. [It’s] always friendly,” said 
Burks.

For Singh, experience for the 
future is important. Having a 
job while in high school prepares 
students for challenges in life, 
such as having to multitask both 
personal life and employment.

“I get some experience for 
the future, which is good, 
because in the future, you have 
to manage a lot of things all the 

time. I like that, and I get to 
have some experience with other 
people,” said Singh.

Th ough jobs may provide 
challenges in time management, 
they also teach teenagers 
important life lessons for the 
future. Employers are constantly 
pushing employees to be their 
best.

“Having a job can be fun 

and also rewarding,” said Burks. 
“Sometimes they will push your 
bounds to see you at your best. 
My job has given me more 
responsibilities than I’ve had 
before.”

Since some students want 
to go to college, having a job 
in high school can help them 
save up for college tuition fees. 
Singh’s caution is that juggling 

a job while taking advanced 
classes could be stressful.

“If someone is thinking 
about getting a job, I’d say do 
it,” said Singh. “If you’re taking 
very diffi  cult classes, I don’t 
think you should try and get 
a job. You should start soon, 
trying to build up money until 
you graduate, if you want to go 
to college.”
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FC teen employees recommend job advice

JUNIOR EVAN BURKS places a customer’s order at Chick-fi l-A on Monday, Feb. 10.

sophomore 
Luke Facer

“I’d probably 
tell them to try 
working maybe 
a couple days 
or so and see 
if it works out 
with school.

“

l.l.
junior Maisie 
Skeens

“Defi nitely set 
boundaries 
for yourself so 
that you can 
prioritize school, 
your personal 
life, and still 
work.

“

ll junior Alex 
Crampton

“Get a set 
schedule and 
make sure 
you’re on top 
of homework. 
School always 
comes fi rst.

“

.
junior Aneesa 
Omar

“I would say 
make sure 
that they can 
handle doing 
school and 
any other 
extracurriculars 
with work.

“

ularsulars 

What advice would you give to students getting his or her fi rst job?
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