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Referendum could save adolescents
In recent years the 

advocacy for mental health 
has risen greatly. Superstars 
like Lady Gaga, Demi 
Lovato, and Dwayne “Th e 
Rock” Johnson are just a few 
popular names that have 
been advocating for mental 
wellbeing and accessible 
treatment. But in our 
own school district board 
members and teachers have 
raised the question: how 
can we better accommodate 
mental health in our 
schools?

On Feb. 11, the Bagpiper
staff  members sent reporters 
to ask questions about this 
safety referendum. Together 
school administration and 
student journalists work 
together voice the need 
to make psychological 
necessities a bigger priority 
in our schools. 

For some students issues 
with their psychological 
state can be unbearable. 
Eventually a toll is taken 
on their brain and it is 
hard to do anything from 
focus on work to even make 
it through class without 
having a breakdown.

According to the National 
Association of School 
Psychologists [NASP],  one 
in fi ve children suff ers from 
a mental illness. However, 
NASP also said in a 2016 
study that 60 percent of 
these students go without 
access to treatment. With 
over half of these students 
not getting help they 
desperately need, it is 
understandable why their 
grades or behaviors may 
become scattered.

Although school is a place 
of learning, it is also the 

perfect place for children 
to get help. With school 
psychologists, students can 
have someone to confi de 
in and get treatment. Th e 
sad truth, however, is many 
schools do not have this or 
are very limited. 

According to Th e 
Washington Post, there 
is about one school 
psychologist for every 
1,381 students. Th e 
NASP made a statement 
saying, “Th e National 
Association of School 
Psychologists recommend 
one psychologist for every 
500 to 700 students.” 
Obviously those two 
numbers are hundreds away 
from each other making our 
current situation an obvious 
disaster.

While we may be short on 
psychologists and therapists 

in our school, there is a 
solution. Th e solution the 
district has proposed is 
a slight tax raise of eight 
cents. In most of the state, 
taxes have raised under 10 
cents for every 100 dollars 
in assets to better our 
schools and safety. If we 
want to take a step in the 
right direction, then this  
small tax increase is exactly 
what we need. With these 
minuscule tax increases 
schools across the state 
like Carmel and Center 
Grove are estimated to raise 
millions over the next eight 
years. So what is stopping 
us from doing the same?

Are we going to let 
handing over a few extra 
dollars a year keep the future 
of our children disoriented, 
or are we going to give them 
the treatment they need?
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The purpose of the Bagpiper is to 
truthfully report the news and to 
engage the audience in online and 
print media. We strive to provide the 
meaning and signifi cance behind 
all news, making visual connections 
between events and the readers. 
Above all, we aim to uphold the ethical 
standards we see in the professional 
fi eld while serving all faculty , staff , 
students, and the community .
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