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NAFCS collaborates for theatre takeover

Abby Chovan
Social Media Editor

Of only 11 schools chosen 
to represent the best theatre 
productions in the nation at the 
International Th espian Festival, 
two of the chosen schools come 
from the New Albany-Floyd 
County school district, FC’s 
production of “Guys and Dolls” 
and New Albany’s production 
of “My Fair Lady” were both 
chosen to attend and perform 
this coming summer at the 
festival.

Th is festival, (ITF for short), 
will be held in Bloomington at 

Indiana University. Students 
from all across the world are 
invited to come and attend 
classes and workshops held by 
professionals within the theatre 
industry. However, only some 
schools are chosen to bring 
productions of their show to the 
festival to perform for the rest of 
the attendees. 

Th e idea that both schools in 
the NAFCS district were chosen 
is a major accomplishment for 
both departments. Th ey both 
have been chosen to attend the 
festival before, but this fi rst time 
they will both attend together.

“Honestly, it’s a huge honor 

for a show to get taken to the 
festival. I mean, a bunch of 
schools from all around the 
country get the chance to get 
adjudicated, but only a select 
few get chosen to be performed 
at the festival,”  said New Albany 
junior Haylee Hammond.

Adjudication is the idea 
of being chosen to perform 
a show for a set of judges in 
hopes of being chosen for the 
festival, something both schools 
underwent last November.

“To be perfectly honest, I 
wasn’t sure the show was going 
to go. Th e night before we did 
the show for the judges, that 

Friday night, was not our best 
performance. I think all of us 
were just kind of on edge. We 
felt great about the adjudication 
performance on Saturday night, 
but still. Having that show not 
go so well the night before a 
really big night is very stressful,” 
said junior Caroline Siegrist.

Th e nerves and uncertainty 
that swept over FC’s department 
made their way down the hill 
to NA as well. However, both 
departments also felt a sense of 
confi dence in their shows.

“I had this big sense of doubt 
at fi rst, but seeing all of the cast 
and crew’s hard work that night 

just made the idea of us not 
going feel more disappointing 
than words could say. In the 
back of my mind after the 
adjudication night performance, 
I had this feeling of honor and 
pride in all the hard work we 
had put into the show. It just felt 
like we were going. [...] When I 
watched the show that night, it 
just felt right,” said Hammond.

After adjudication night, 
both schools continued on 
with new shows. During winter 
break, both schools’ theatre 
directors were notifi ed of their 
approval for the festival. NA 
theatre director Amy Miller 

NEW ALBANY SENIOR MATTHEW LANDON sings “Get Me To The Church On Time” and dances with the ensemble during the production of “My Fair Lady” that ran Nov. 8 through Nov. 17. 

Both New Albany-Floyd County  schools plan to take productions to the International Thespian Festival this June
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JUNIORS TRE GAINES AND HUNTER MARLOW belt their fi nal note of the song “Guys and Dolls”. 

expressed her excitement for not 
only her school, but also FC’s 
attendance as well.

“I was so excited when I 
found out that both schools 
were going. Mr. Steiner and I 
are very good friends and have 
been in shows together in the 
past, so it will be a blast getting 
to travel and do the festival 
together too,” said Miller. 

Not only do the theatre 
directors have a friendship 
that will make the experience 
unique, but some of the students 
also share a friendship between 
schools. Siegrist, in particular, 
noted her excitement to travel 
to the festival with some of her 
friends.

“When we found out NA 
was going to the festival too we 
were all so excited. I am really 
good friends with a lot of the 
NA students, so it is so cool that 
both schools from our area get 
to go. It’s a really big deal,” said 
Siegrist.

While many students are 
looking forward to the festival, 
there are still several months 
until the students will begin 
the process of remounting the 
shows. NA plans to continue 
their rehearsals and transferring 
process sooner rather than later.

“We are going to start 
picking up the show this month 
and we will rehearse it a little 
bit over the next few months 
We will do all the big work in 
June right before we go to the 
festival and remount the show,” 
said Miller.

With NA doubling up on 
show rehearsals, Hammond 
noted that for the actors it 
might be diffi  cult to balance 
their current spring production 
of “Th e Addams Family” at the 
same time. As for herself and the 
other techs, she expressed the 
diffi  culty that will come later 
with transferring the set to the 

Bloomington stage.
“I think the techs’ biggest 

diffi  culty is probably going to 
be loading Higgin’s huge study 
unit and house exterior units 
into a truck for them to be 
transported. Th ey are super big 
and heavy pieces, so it will be 
hard to move,” said Hammond.

Miller also explained the 
moving hardships that will 
come with taking a whole show 
to a new location. She also 
explained how staying on task 
will be key in transporting My 
Fair Lady.

“Obviously traveling and re-
staging the set will be diffi  cult, 
but it can be done. With a big 
set and only a few hours to set 
up, it just means that loading 
in the show has to be very 
organized,” said Miller. 

FC’s intricate sets, with 
the many moving pieces in 
numbers like “Crapshoot 
Ballet,” will also be unwieldy 
and diffi  cult to move. Luckily 
for both schools, the transport 
will only be two hours away. In 
the past, FC and NA have had 
to travel all the way the Lincoln, 
Nebraska and Muncie, Indiana 
for performances.

Senior Nick Landrum noted 
that the biggest diffi  culty for 
FC, however, will come in 
picking the show back up in late 
May. FC theatre is currently in 
the process of the spring musical 
“Gypsy,” so they will not be 
doubling up on rehearsals like 
their counterpart.

“One diffi  culty with this 
show will be shaking off  all 
the rust when we get back into 
the rehearsal process. Other 
than that, I don’t think we’ll 
run into many other problems. 
Hopefully,” said Landrum.

Despite the hard work 
ahead, both schools have 
remained motivated to continue 
on and accept the challenge 

of performing at the festival. 
For many students though, 
performing at the festival is 
about more than just theatre. 

“Taking a show to ITF is 
amazing. To me, there is no 
better feeling than the feeling 
of getting to take a show to 
Th esFest. In the summer after 
my sophomore year I went 
when FC took “Newsies.” Th e 
experience was amazing. After 
we performed, we were treated 
like super stars. Th e community 
at Th esFest is something 
special,” said Landrum

Hammond also mentioned 
her excitement in joining in on 
the theatre community at the 
festival for the fi rst time this 
summer.

“I’m really excited to meet 
so many thespians from all over 
that have the same interest and 
love for theatre that I do,” said 
Hammond.

Siegrist pointed out the 
uniqueness of the community 
and opportunities it off ers as 
well.

“For me, going to the festival 
was one of the most amazing 

moments of my life performing 
on that stage and looking out 
into an audience of thousands 
of kids who are all there for 
the same reason,” said Siegrist. 
“It’s just a really special feeling 
that I don’t think you can get 
anywhere else. Especially in 
high school theatre.”

FC Th eatre will be 
remounting their show for 
a production before they 
leave for ITF this June 18 
and 19. For details on tickets 
and times, visit http://www.
fl oydcentraltheatre.org.

Presley Vanover/The Bagpiper


