
Friday, Jan. 24, 2020Page 6 SPORTS

Alumni refl ect on recent changes in athletics
Superfans look back on over 50 years of Highlander hoops; now, they are optimistic about the program’s future
Jadon Stoner
Assistant Sports Editor

Jake Heidbreder pulls up 
on a dime and tries a contested 
three. Th e ball falls through the 
net and thr crowd erupts in 
excitement as the team is right 
back in the game. Courtside 
near the pep band, two 
superfans, Sheila Bennett and 
Eleene Voyles Metcalf, are on 
their feet with more excitement 
than anyone. Th ey have been 
attending boys’ basketball games 
for over 50 years, and they’ve 
been there the whole way.

Bennett and Metcalf both 
graduated from FC and have 
been going to boys’ basketball 
games for years.

“I’ve been going to games 
since the 1967-68 school year. 
We’ve sat front seat center court 
every year, ” said Bennett.

Metcalf strongly commits 
to the team and takes pride in 
being a Highlander.

“We come to all the games, 
both home and away. Our 
families have had season tickets 
since the fi rst season the school 
was open. I am a proud graduate 
of that fi rst class from 1968.”

Th ese alumni superfans make 
sure these basketball games are 
circled in red on their calendars.

“I’ve missed a game because 

I was sick, but it’s rare,” said 
Bennett. “I’d never schedule 
something over a game.”

Metcalf puts the team over 
nearly everything on her agenda.

“I recently missed the Meade 
County game, as I was in Ohio 
spending the holidays with 
family. You can usually fi nd us 
on the front row center court. 
Very few things take priority 
over the games.”

After over 50 years of 
basketball, these superfans have 
some favorites players.

“Th e Schellenburg brothers 
were always fun to watch,” 
said Metcalf. “I tend to pick a 
favorite player every season, 
however this years team is 
diff erent. Th e whole team plays 
as a unit and with such heart.”

Similarly, they have favorite 
teams and coaches as well.

“Joe Hinton was very much 
like a Bobby Knight type coach,” 
said Bennett.  “He was kind of 
hard on them but he got results. 
Th e knowledge of basketball is 
so ingrained in him. Everything 
he touches turns into a good 
player. He’s amazing.”

Th ough these two ladies 
want the team to win of course, 
they see the players as their own 
children and treat them as such.

“Even when it’s a bad game, 
I pick out those parts that they 

did right,” said Bennett. “People 
don’t realize that these are boys. 
Th ey’re learning and they make 
mistakes. I’m not one of those 
people that yells and screams 
negative things. I’m here to 
build my team up.”

Metcalf also feels a deep 
connection with these boys and 
sees them beyond the hardcourt.

“We get to know the players 
and families and feel even more 
involved with the team. We are 
emotionally invested in the team 
every year and the team feels like 
family. We share their successes 
and their disappointments.”

For Bennett, being a fan goes 
beyond just being an alumni.

“It’s a lot about honoring my 
father. He was very instrumental 
in building this school at the 
time when there was just New 
Albany. He and petitioned to 
get a second school built in 
the county. When they started 
building the school, he would 
work during the day and lay 
brick at night. In order to repay 
him for all his work, they gave 
him permanent season tickets.”

 Th ese fans also appreciate 
the little things that keep the 
school’s tradition running.

Metcalf said, “I love the 
gold warm-up shirts. Defi nitely 
a step in the right direction. 
Highlander forever.” 
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SHEILA BENNETT AND ELEENE VOYLES METCALF cheer on the boys’ 
basketball team during the home game on Jan. 10.

Evolution of logos over the course of FC athletics


