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As winter continues on, 
new drivers are faced with the 
conditions that come along with 
it. Winter weather like snow 
and ice present new and pre-
existing student drivers with a 
new challenge to overcome. For 
some students this is their fi rst 
time driving to school alone, 
and the task can prove to be 
overwhelming.

“I recently got my license 
a few months ago. I haven’t 
really driven in any snowy or 
icy conditions by myself besides 
having my permit but I will 
have to say I am a little nervous. 
I understand I will have to 
take more precautions due to 
the weather conditions,” said 
sophomore Kendall Brown

Assistant principal of student 
activities Jeff  Cerqueira has a 
good idea of student habits for 
those who start driving in the 
winter season.

“Typically what happens is 
that when we have bad weather 
drivers are a little safer. Th ey 
slow down and they increase 
their following distance. Or 
young drivers end up not 
driving to school because their 
parents decide to either drive 

them to school themselves or 
have them take the bus.”

Even for some of the more 
experienced student drivers, 
winter weather still causes some 
worries.

“Some of my worries when 
driving in the snow are the 
wetness of the roads and how 
icy they are. I’m not confi dent 
with driving in snowy or icy 
weather because sometimes the 
roads I take to get to school are 
not salted so I’m afraid I might 
slip off  the road or get in an 
accident,” said senior Alison 
Chaleuhphonh.

Icy roads, salted, or unsalted 
continue to be a big worry for 
new student drivers and more 
experienced student drivers 
alike.

“My main worry is sliding off  
the road with the ice, if there is 
any. Especially on the fi rst roads 
I take, it can be really easy to 
slide off  into a ditch or another 
yard,” said senior Talon Hutto. 

While there are worries, 
if students take suggested 
precautionary steps, possible 
fatal events and serious accidents 
are less likely to occur.

“Our advice to students is 
the speed limit is posted for a 
reason, drive the speed limit 
and if you drive the speed limit 
or slower the odds of having a 

fender bender or wreck go way 
down. ,” said assistant principal 
for student development Joe 
Voelker.

Safety precautions such 
as going the speed limit and 
allowing oneself enough time to 
get to school on time are crucial. 

“Leave home 10 to 15 
minutes earlier than normal just 
so that you don’t feel rushed 
to get here. Th ere will be more 
traffi  c, people will be going 
slower, this way you won’t have 
to worry about not getting to 
that fi rst period class on time. 
Th at’s typically when accidents 
occur when people get in a 
hurry and they take too many 
risks,” said Cerqueira. 

Drivers who take this advice 
and combine it with the secure 
parking lot and sidewalks 
that the school creates for the 
students, the odds of remaining 
safe are increased. 

“We don’t have a lot to do 
with the actual roads leading to 
Floyd central but when I come in 
on a snow day or before a snow 
day I am always amazed at our 
outside crew and what a good 
job they do. To have school they 
have to clear the parking lot, all 
the roadways on the property, all 
side walks around the building, 
and entrances,” said Voelker.

Although the school does 
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junior
Ashlyn Elble

“Make sure to 
always use 
your blinker. 
[Also] be 
courtious to 
other drivers. “

junior
Sidney Bowman

“You will 
defi nitely want 
to make sure 
you stay off  
your phone 
and made 
sure you don’t 
speed. 

“

ontont senior
Molly Cavan

“Defi nitely don’t 
get on your 
phone; it’s not 
worth it. Also 
pay att ention 
to everything 
around you.

“

u.u.senior
Grant Stinnett

“Do not get on 
your phone; 
express an 
ample amount 
of patience 
regardless of 
the situation.

“

on.on

Do you have any advice for new student drivers?

senior
Marlea Ferber

“I would say 
always be 
cautious of 
other drivers 
and to not be 
on your phone. 
The Snapchat 
get can wait

“

hathat 
aitait

not have much to do with the 
roads outside, the grounds crew 
always does their best to make 
sure that the students have a safe 
environment to park and walk 
into school.

“As far as the parking lot 
if the weather is poor enough 
they’ll come out and we have salt 
trucks that the corporation will 
send to all the diff erent schools, 
they’ll salt the parking lots to 
make sure that the ice melts or 
at least gives better traction to 
the vehicles. Th en the grounds 

crew here at school will take the 
salt and put it on the sidewalks 
and the steps to make sure that 
when students are walking in 
they’re safer,” said Cerqueira.

Th e schools number one 
priority is student safety. 
Staff  members have taken the 
necessary steps in order for 
the students to be in the safest 
environment possible. Students 
also have to step up and take 
responsibility to ensure their 
own safety and the safety of 
their peers. 

Winter Driving Statistics
• Roughly 117,000 Americans are injured 

and more than 1,300 are killed in winter-
weather-related car accidents each year.

• 24 percent of U.S. car accidents occur 
in icy, snowy, or slushy conditions; 15 
percent happen during actively falling 
snow or sleet

• 70 percent of the U.S. population lives 
in areas that receive 5 or more inches of 
snowfall annually.

• Teen drivers are more likely to be 
involved in an automobile accident than 
drivers in any other age group. Elderly, 
or senior drivers, are the second most 
likely group to be involved in a crash.
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