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Students in Reserve Offi  cers’ 
Training Corps [ROTC] stand 
neatly in three single-fi le lines, 
waiting for their uniforms to 
be inspected by Chief Warrant 
Offi  cer 4 Mike Epperson, who 
also goes by “Gunner.” Each 
student answers questions 
given by Epperson, and they 
are given advice and uplifting 
comments. Th ough the process 
is professional, everyone is 
relaxed and comfortable. Th e 
course is run by Senior Chief 
Michael Beal and Epperson.

Many members of ROTC 
value honor and neatness, 
especially when they wear 
their uniforms to be inspected 
by their leaders. Students are 
required to prepare them to 
be nearly perfect to get a good 
grade on their inspection.

“We want people to look at 
us when we’re in uniform and 
think, ‘those people have a little 
more respect than some others.’ 
We get made fun of when we’re 
in uniform, but we still wear it,” 
said senior Regan Carpenter.

While ROTC uses some 
aspects of military training, the 
class focuses more on building 
leadership skills and discipline.

“We teach you how to be 
good leaders, and the way that 
we do that is through some 
military-type training. You’re 
not in the military, but you’re 
taking advantage of discipline,” 
said Beal.

ROTC often brings change 
in students for the better. 
Especially for upperclassmen, 
a lot of students realized their 
potential after joining ROTC.

“It changed me as a person, 

defi nitely. I was very reckless and 
immature my freshman year. I 
didn’t have good grades, didn’t 
bother to keep them up. As 
you can tell, it takes dedication 
and good grades to be at the 
head of the program like I am,” 
said senior JT Sowders. “[It] 
defi nitely has given me the 
leadership ability that I didn’t 
have before, and defi nitely has 
made me more fi t, too, just 
from the dedication I received 
from it.”

ROTC can be stressful for 
fi rst-years since they are new 
to the program. Because most 

of the students are close-knit, 
however, students can befriend 
their classmates and provide 
help for each other.

“At fi rst it’s kind of stressful, 
because you don’t know any 
of the [routines], but then, 
everybody helped you out,” 
said freshman Faith Andres. 
“You don’t think you can do 
anything, but you realize that 
you’re not alone.”

Obviously, ROTC prepares 
students for the military after 
high school, too. Because 
students already in the course 
are used to the discipline 

expectations, those who choose 
to join the military later in life 
will have already had an idea of 
what to expect, making it easier 
for them to adjust.

“My grandson right now is in 
the Marine Corps boot camp at 
Parris Island, [South Carolina,] 
and he learned a lot of things 
here that he’s able to apply 
there,” said Beal.

ROTC is described as a close 
family, and many of the students 
are encouraging towards one 
another. Th ey respect their 
leaders and off er help to anyone 
who might need it. ROTC 

students are also dedicated to 
their hard work in the course, 
no matter the task.

“I feel like if you stay in 
ROTC for maybe a week, 
you’ll learn that we are a big 
family, and we’re all learning to 
be better than we are. Th ere’s 
always something you can work 
on, and I feel like Gunner does 
not have a problem pointing it 
out,” said junior Emma Vance. 
“If you want to better yourself, 
and you want to learn discipline 
and gain confi dence, join 
ROTC, because it really changes 
you as a person.”
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CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER 4 MIKE EPPERSON’S SECOND-PERIOD PLATOON marches during their inspection on Wednesday, Jan 15.


