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Grabbing snacks and moving 
the desks into a circle in the 
classroom, senior Abby Brown 
sits down to discuss the fi rst 
choice of newly-formed Book 
Club, Murder on the Orient 
Express by Agatha Christie. 
Brown, the creator of this 
book club, reads from a list of 
questions to begin the discussion 
of the famous murder mystery. 

From there, the discussion 
takes off  into ideas about 
symbols, motifs and 
foreshadowing, members 
speaking up to share their 
viewpoints. 

“I would say it’s just a nice 
meeting of like-minded people 
who share a love for reading that 
can join together to discuss the 
things they’re interested in,” said 
Brown. 

Brown’s fellow Book Club 
member and friend, senior 
Holly O’Donald, agreed with 
Brown. 

“Personally, I think having 
all these diff erent perspectives 
introduced, while they may not 
be super diff erent from mine, 
is still nice because I know I’m 
not the only person who thinks 
something,” said O’Donald. 

Junior JD Jaehnen says Book 
Club also provides a way to 
delve into other perspectives 
and broaden the way they think 
about literature. 

“I think it’s interesting to 
hear what other people have 
to say. I’m pretty shy in book 
discussion, so to be able to 
hear everyone else...it’s very 
helpful to empathize with other 
people and understand where 
they’re coming from, and how 

their past experiences aff ected 
how they may have viewed the 
book,” said Jaehnen. 

Th e club was initially created 
by Brown for a school project, 
and when it gained traction she 
decided to continue it. 

“I created this book club 
for my CAS project, which 
is Creativity, Action, Service 
project for the [IB] diploma, 
in which I had to basically start 
something of my own or just 
be a big part of something,” she 
said. 

Brown also initially thought 
it would be a smaller group than 
it is, and is happy to see that 
it has developed into a larger 
collection of people than she 

thought. 
“I fi gured some of my friends 

would do it, [but] a lot of my 
friends are also busy so they 
don’t have time. I’m really 
surprised that we have some 
extra people who would like to 
join in and kind of branch out,” 
she said. 

O’Donald said the club can 
also expand reading horizons 
and introduce people to new 
authors and genres. 

“Book Club has been a great 
way to fi nd new genres that I 
like. If you feel like you’re getting 
stuck in a loop reading the same 
thing over and over again, or you 
feel like you get stuck thinking 
the same thoughts about books, 

join the Book Club. You might 
fi nd new perspectives, and you’ll 
defi nitely fi nd new genres to 
read.”

Members believe Book Club 
is a good way to connect with 
peers and involve students who 
aren’t invested in other clubs or 
activities at the school. 

“I personally feel like FC, 
being as big as it is, needs a way 
for us to mold together. Maybe 
for kids who don’t have other 
clubs that they’re interested in,” 
said Brown. 

When it comes to meeting 
people in the Book Club, 
O’Donald thinks the same. 

“I’ve met some new 
sophomores, a couple freshmen. 

A lot of the people in the group 
are seniors and people I already 
know, but it allows me to make 
a deeper connection with these 
people,” she said. 

For the next meeting, club 
members will be reading Th e 
Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret 
Atwood, a science fi ction 
dystopian novel. 

Brown thinks that the club is 
a good way for students to step 
out of their bubble and expand 
their reading material, as well as 
making new friends.

“I think it’s important for 
people to branch out even if 
they’re nervous about joining, 
and it’s completely cool when 
they do.”
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SENIORS ABBY BROWN AND HOLLY O’DONALD participate in the book club meeting on Thursday, Jan. 9.
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