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You Have to Be 
Kidding
Gracie Vanover

In this day and age most 
people are involved in politics, or 
so they think. Many people think 
having an opinion that lines 
up with politics automatically 
makes them “woke” and up 
to date. But that is again not 
the case. Some may take their 
political views to Twitter, 
while others may reach people 
through podcasts or newscasts. 
In our society, however, there is 
a plague in our voting system: 
voting for candidates solely on 
their political party.

I remember as a kid in 
elementary school, I participated 
in a fake election to vote for 
president. Of course, growing 
up in a Republican household, 
my eight-year-old self just 
checked off  the Republican box. 
It was all I knew, so I assumed 
it was right. But as a 17-year-
old young adult, I understand 
that is not the way to approach 
voting. 

As I have grown up, my ideas 
and views have changed. With 
the issues our society struggles 
with, like abortion and college 
tuition costs, there is no right 
answer. 

A reason why most people 
side with a party is their general 
stances. But when it comes to 
voting for elections this can get 
dicey. 

Take, for example, that both 
parties often debate on gun 
control. Most people commonly 
believe that Republicans do 
not support gun control due 
to it restricting a constitutional 

right. However, BBC reported 
that Donald Trump, who is 
running for re-election, agreed 
with tightening gun laws after 
multiple mass shootings, like 
El Paso and Parkland, in recent 
years. While Trump has backed 
off  of this recently, examples 
like this show that not every 
candidate approves of what the 
party generally stands for. 

Th e lack of research can 
prevent voters from picking 
candidates rather than parties 
in elections. Rather than taking 
time to look into the candidates’ 
websites or interviews, some vote 
based off  of biased television, 
like Fox News or CNN, or 
whatever party they voted for 
last time.

Although many of us believe 
we are connected, we really are 
not. While many of us try to 
“enlighten” each other of our 
own beliefs, we often forget 
to do our research. We try so 
hard to stay up to date that we 
forget the fi ner details. I often 
open Twitter and see derogatory 
tweets like this: “South Bend’s 
police department is racist and 
now their racist mayor wants 
to be POTUS? Unbelievable!” 
Posts like these can be found all 
over the internet. But are half 
the people who post them sure 
they are true? Most of the time 
readers do not look for other 
articles on the topic and only 
believe what pops up in their 
timelines. 

With good research, voters 
also get the true facts and 
knowledge they deserve to 
know. Although there are 
dishonest sites and pages, there 
are also some that are benefi cial 
to voters. With websites like I 
Side With voters can also fi nd 

candidate matches through 
features like quizzes and surveys. 
Another reputable site for 
political needs is On the Issue. 
On the Issue gives readers photos 
of all candidates running and 
frequently updated blurbs on 
diff erent topics the candidates 
speak on. It also has their voting 
records on bills and other useful 
information that is all factual. 
With sites like these voters, 
especially younger ones, can stay 
updated and have clear facts to 
help them cast their vote. 

While many of us may be 
set in our ways, we also have 
to acknowledge the other 
side when taking our vote 
into account. Maybe you do 
not agree with one point of a 
candidate, but is that going 
to completely destroy their 
campaign? Maybe their position 
is not a black or white stance, 
or there is no completely right 
choice. Regardless, consider all 
options before entirely rejecting 
a candidate. 

As citizens of America, one 
of the biggest rights we believe 
in is free speech. While many 
do not view voting as a freedom 
of speech, it truly is. Many 
countries like Iraq and Cuba do 
not have the right to choose who 
runs their country, and I think 
many of us forget how lucky we 
are to have a say. If we believe so 
heavily in freedom, why are we 
wasting it?

Now is the best time for us 
to vote, especially with a new 
generation being able to vote. 
Although many of us are young 
and going to be fresh out of high 
school, that is not a reason to 
shy away from voting. So take 
charge of your vote, and use it 
wisely.

For anyone who is voting 
for  elections in 2020, go to 
the website
Indianavoters.com to learn 

how to become registered and 
locations where you can vote 
at.
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Important Dates
Iowa caucus - Feb. 3

Indiana primaries - 
May 5
Democratic National 
Convention- July 13-16
Republican National 
Convention - Aug. 24-27
Vice Presidential Debate -
Oct. 7

Final Presidential Debate 
- 

Election Day - Nov. 3
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