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Divorce deserves a new reputation
In our society, divorce 

is defi nitely a common 
occurrence. According to 
the American Psychological 
Association 50 percent 
of marriages end in 
divorce. Although divorce 
is relatively common in 
our culture, it sadly has a 
negative stigma.

While divorce may have a 
poor connotation, it is not 
always a negative outcome. 
According to Life Hack, a 
lifestyle and health website, 
some cases of divorce lead 
to a better friendship. Junie 
Rutkevich, a lifestyleand 
health novelist, writes, 
“[Because of the divorce] 
there is a mutual respect 
that is developed and you 
realize that you are better 
off  being friends than 
married.” Although many 

people become better 
friends after marriage, not 
all do. However, when the 
stress of marriage and its 
obligations are removed, 
the people tend to have a 
stronger friendship. 

Another benefi t of 
divorce is fi nancial stability. 
Weddings leave most 
newlyweds in around 33,931 
dollars in debt according to 
organization Debt. Debt 
is known to be a huge 
stressor in relationships, 
especially since fi nances 
are so important.Dave 
Ramsey writes on his 
website, “Money fi ghts are 
the second leading cause of 
divorce [...] results show that 
both high levels of debt and 
a lack of communication are 
major causes for the stress 
and anxiety surrounding 

household fi nances.”  
When people divorce 

their fi nances are more 
controlled and there is not 
a feeling of shame or a need 
to hide. According to Nancy 
Hetwick on U.S. News, she 
saved over 20,000 dollars 
after her divorce. After 
splitting with her husband, 
she was able to fi nance in 
her own way.

Although divorce is 
heavily impactful on 
individuals, it can also 
aff ect children. According 
to Psychology Today, 80 
percent of children adapt 
and are okay after divorces. 
Michael Lamb, a psychology 
professor at the University 
of Cambridge, writes, 
“Children do well when 
they have good relationships 
with both parents or 

primary caregivers, adults 
who basically get along. But 
those parents don’t need to 
be married or living in the 
same house.” Regardless of 
a divorce, children rely on 
their personal relationships 
with parents and not 
necessarily the parents’ 
relationship.

Divorce for many may 
seem like the end of the 
world, but it is not. Rather 
than shy away from the 
issue, there are solutions. 
For children or teens, 
options like therapy are 
a common relief. Parents 
can also attend sessions 
together and learn ways 
to keep the family bond 
intact. Although divorce 
may seem as the end, there 
are an infi nite amount of 
solutions. 
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The purpose of the Bagpiper is to 
truthfully report the news and to 
engage the audience in online and 
print media. We strive to provide the 
meaning and signifi cance behind 
all news, making visual connections 
between events and the readers. 
Above all, we aim to uphold the ethical 
standards we see in the professional 
fi eld while serving all faculty , staff , 
students, and the community .


