
Th e inherent sexualization of 
women has been apparent in our 
culture for ages. Not only does it 
aff ect the adults of our society, 
but it is also blatantly exposed to 
the young and impressionable 
children of today.

A 2017 report conducted 
by the USC Annenberg School 
for Communication and 
Journalism titled “Th e Future is 
Future is Female” supports this 
claim. In reviewing the top 900 
fi lms between 2007 and 2016 
[excluding 2011], the study 
revealed that female teenagers 
were almost four times more 
likely to be shown in sexually 
revealing clothing and more 
than twice as likely to be shown 
partially nude, as opposed to 
their male counterparts.

Th e 2018 statistics provided 
by Women and Hollywood 
claimed that teenage girls were 
just as likely to be sexualized 
and referenced as attractive by 
other characters as females 21-
39 years of age.

Add the fact that one in four 
girls will be sexually abused 
before they turn 18 [as stated by a 
nationwide survey conducted by 
the U.S. Department of Justice] 
and one in three women within 
their lifetime, it is apparent that 
this mindset, when taken to 
the extreme, can be incredibly 
dangerous for women trying to 
live their everyday lives. Even 
the untouchables, the women 
in positions of great power, can 
fall victim. It is not uncommon 

for men in the same positions 
to abuse that power. Th e 
normalization of these aspects 
in our media leads to, as football 
player and actor Terry Crews 
stated at the 2018 Women of 
the World Summit, men not 
seeing women as all the way 
human. He admitted to being 
guilty of the same behavior, and 
said, “I believed, simply because 
I was a man, that I was more 
valuable than the wife and the 
other women in my life.”

“Masculinity can be a cult. 
And when I say ‘cult,’ it’s no 
diff erent than David Koresh. It’s 
no diff erent than Jim Jones.”

He continued to say that he 
would often go to strip clubs 
with his teammates when he 
played football. If one of the 
women ever began talking 
about her life, she would start, 
“...becoming a human before 
my eyes. I don’t want you to 
be a human, I want you to be 
an object. I want you to be 
something pretty to look at, 
but as you talk, you’re making 
things too real for me.”

To fi nd the number of people 
who fall victim to sexual assault 
is diffi  cult. Especially, when, 
according to the Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
[CDC], 63 percent of sexual 
assaults are not reported to 
the police, making it the 
most under-reported crime in 
America.

“But women rape too!” you 
might cry. Of course this is true. 
Of course this should be talked 
about. But it also needs to be 
discussed that it has proven to 
be signifi cantly less common. 

A survey conducted by the 

CDC showed that 98.1 percent 
of women’s rapists were men, 
and that 93 percent of men’s 
rapists were, yet again, also men.

“Th ey’re lying for attention!” 
you may exclaim. However, the 
FBI has put the number of false 
rape accusations at under eight 
percent.

Quartz provided an example 
in an article titled “Th e Truth 
About False Rape Accusations.” 
It stated, “Furthermore, 
in the most detailed study 
ever conducted of sexual 
assault reports to police that, 
undertaken for the British 
Home Offi  ce in the early 2000s, 
out of 216 complaints that were 
classifi ed as false, only 126 had 
even gotten to the stage where 
the accuser lodged a formal 
complaint. Only 39 complaints 
named a suspect. Only six cases 
led to an arrest, and only two 
led to charges being brought 
before they were ultimately 
deemed false.”

Perhaps you sputter. “But not 
all men! I would never do that!” 
Maybe you are right. Maybe 
you will never take advantage 
of a woman. But that is not the 
conversation we are having.

“When people are defensive, 
they are not listening to the other 
person; they’re busy thinking of 
ways to defend themselves,” said 
Phil Plait of Slate.com. “Th e 
people saying it aren’t furthering 
the conversation, they are 
sidetracking it. Th e discussion is 
not about the men who aren’t a 
problem.”

We live in world where, even 
in the “modern day,” over half 
of our citizens cannot even feel 
safe. A world where someone 

could be attacked and blamed 

for the crimes against them or 

not believed altogether. Th is 

is not an attack on men, but a 

plead for awareness and change. 

Our conversations, our cries for 

help, continue to be regarded as 

personal attacks and disregarded 

completely. As Crews stated, 

“Th ere’s a humanity issue here.”

But women are not all the 

way human, so it does not really 

matter… right? 
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To read about how this topic aff ects minors, go to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com.


