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Harry Styles has done it 
again. Just two and a half years 
after the release of his debut 
self titled album, Styles released  
Fine Line on Dec. 13, 2019. 
For this album however, the w 
style has completely changed up 
from previous work.

Th e fi rst music that Styles 
produced was with his former 
boyband, One Direction, 
though few of those songs were 
actually written by him. When 
Harry Styles came out, the 
new rock-and-roll debut album 
took a complete 180 from the 
pop hits he had performed 
before. Fans quickly adjusted 
to the new style and he became 
successful in his solo career in 
very little time. Styles went on 
tour in 2017 and even reached 
one billion streams on Spotify 
in under a year. Luckily for him, 
his newest album followed a 
similar path.

Fine Line, while it does 
include some songs that stick to 
Styles’ 70s rock roots, it almost 
seems as if he took a jump 
back in time. Th e new album 
mostly contains songs with 
disco and folk infl uences. Th is 
style refl ects those much like 
that of Stevie Nicks 
and Fleetwood 
M a c . 

Th e changes in his music style 
most likely have to do with 
Styles’ mentorship that he 
underwent with Stevie Nicks 
while writing this new album. 
Th e fi rst song on Fine Line, 
“Golden,” fi ts Styles’ old sound 
with its use of smooth guitar 
riff s, heavy bass lines, and classic 
rock infl uenced drums. Th is 
song, as well as the later song 
“She,” is very similar to his fi rst 
album’s songs “Carolina” and 
“Only Angel” with lyrics that 
closely follow the story line of 
a relationship that the artist 
seems to refl ect positively on 
and idolize. “She” also sounds 
a lot like the previous album’s 
“Woman,” which has caused 
some to theorize the song is a 
continuation of the previous 
album’s song. 

“Watermelon Sugar” seems 
to bridge the gap between the 
artist’s new and old styles, 
with its seemingly 70s 
disco rock sound. 
Th e song 
follows a 

passionate relationship and uses 
references to fruit and sweetness 
to carry the song. Th is theme of 
fruit metaphors can continue to 
be seen later in “Cherry” and 
“Adore You.” Th e use of this 
wording, as well as references to 
fl owers, canyons, and sunsets, 
create a very summer-like feel 
throughout the second half 
of the album that will most 
likely be used this May through 
October when Styles’ begins his 
Fine Line tour.

Th e album also  follows a 
similar path of growth that 
many artists go through. In 
a Rolling Stones interview, 
Styles said that this album was 
his signature album where he 
began his 
exploration 
w i t h 

sexuality, among other 
seemingly taboo topics he has 
kept quiet on before. From start 
to fi nish, it feels as if the listen 
is meant to hear the pages of 
Styles’ diary as he struggles with 
his problems and works through 
them in new and interesting 
ways. One song in particular, 
“Cherry,” is a very raw breakup 
song where the artist reveals 
himself to be fl awed and in the 
wrong, something not many 
artists want to put out in their 
music. He adds another level to 
the song by adding a voicemail 
from the actual person in at the 
end of the song, which many 
people have begun to theorize 
was one ex in particular. No 

matter who it is, it adds a 
powerful element to the song 
that is out of the ordinary, yet 
fi ts perfectly.

Styles’ broke out of his 
comfort zone in Fine Line. In 
doing so, he has created not 
only just songs that fans enjoy, 
but are able to relate to. Th e 
personal stories within the songs 
allow for open interpretations. 
Most importantly, the songs are 
so real and raw that people are 
able to step into the shoes of 
Styles’ and live their problems 
through him. He has created a 
safe space through his music. 
He has done it two times before. 
Surely in a couple years he can 
do it again.
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Fine Line Track List
1. “Golden Lyrics”

2. “Watermelon Sugar” 

3. “Adore You”

4. “Lights Up“

5. “Cherry”

6. “Falling” 

7. “To Be So Lonely” 

8. “She”

9. “Sunfl ower, Vol. 6” 

10. “Canyon Moon”

11. “Treat People With Kindness”

12. “Fine Line”
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