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Every year, high school 
students from all over Indiana 
participate in the ISSMA Solo 
and Ensemble  contests. Solo 
and Ensemble gives these 
students the opportunity 
to showcase their musical  
talents and receive awards and 
acknowledgments for their hard 
work and dedication to music. 

“Solo and ensemble 
is diff erent than other 
performances because you aren’t 
in a formal concert hall. A judge 
has sheet music identical to yours 
and is assessing exactly how you 
play the music he/she sees,” 
said senior Elliott Lonnemann. 
“Th is means that if you mess 
up, the judge will know. Th is 
sounds stressful, but the judge is 
only trying to help you progress 
on your instrument, and you 
can use the comments he/she to 
help improve on your piece in 
the future.”

For FC, student musicians 
from band, orchestra, choir, and 
even independent performers 
sign up to participate in these 
contests. Both private lesson 
instructors and  teachers in the 
music department encourage 
students to participate in the 
contests. 

 “I began Solo and Ensemble 
seven years ago as a fi fth grader 
because my piano teacher 
wanted me to try it. I keep doing 
solo and ensemble because 
I think it is a great way to get 
advice on techniques and styles 
while also allowing you to get a 
really nice end product that you 
can be proud of,” said junior 
Jade Coxon.

Solo and Ensemble is not 
just for high school students, 
however. Many middle school 
students sign up and even pay 
to perform at the contests. Th is 
can help them prepare for the 
high school music environment 

where performances are typically 
more competitive. 

“Th is will be my second 
year participating in Solo and 
Ensemble. Th is year I will be 
doing a solo titled ‘Allegretto.’ I 
prepare for my performance at 
lessons with my private teacher. 
My goal is to get no less than a 
silver,” said eighth grader Addy 
Hampton. 

With the performance dates 
coming very soon, many students 
have been scheduling time to 
practice with their groups both 
during and after school. Other 
students have been preparing 
with professionals during their 
private lessons.

“Ensembles usually prepare 
for their performance by 
getting together after school 
and rehearsing together to 
make sure they are ready for 
their performance. I think that 
a solo is easier because you can 
know how well you did and not 
how well your group did,” said 
Hampton. 

Th e performances have 
to be perfected within the 
next month in order for the 
students to be successful. Brass, 
woodwinds, percussion, and 
strings performances will be 
held at FC on Feb. 1. Vocal 
and piano performances will be 
held at FC on Feb. 8 and state 
performances will be held on 
Feb. 22 and Feb 29. 

“Th is performance is diff erent 
because it is a small group of 
people and you have a much 
more personal performance with 
the judge compared to band 
performances, but my favorite 
part is hearing the judges 
feedback,” said sophomore 
Reece Ausmus. 

Students that are 
participating in these contests 
can be heard practicing in the 
hallways and practice rooms of 
the arts wing. 

“I prepare for my 
performances by looking 

through my music and fi nding 
the hardest excerpts to play. 
I single them out and learn 
them, which pits pieces together 
and makes them easier to play 
through,” said Lonnemann.

Other than signing up and 
paying the performance fee, 
choosing the music selection 
for the performance is a key 
note that cannot be forgotten. 
Students have a wide variety 
of pieces to choose from, but 
choosing the perfect piece 
for their performance can be 
diffi  cult. 

“Performing a piece is 
extremely satisfying. Although, 
preparing a piece can sometimes 
be quite diffi  cult. Th e music you 
may play can get really technical 
and when you do not get it, 
you get frustrated. However, 
little by little, performances 
come together, which is an 
exciting feeling. By the time you 
perform it, you have created a 
masterpiece,” said Lonnemann. 

Th ere are many students at 
FC who have a performance 
for Solo and Ensemble this 
year. Receiving comments and 
critiques from a judge can be 
benefi cial to the growth of the 
musician’s skills. Earning medals 
and positive reinforcement can 
also encourage these students 
to perform more and try out 
for more challenging musical 
groups and contests. 

“By participating, a musician 
gets the enjoyment of practicing 
and perfecting a new piece, 
hearing feedback from a judge, 
and they have a chance to do 
what they enjoy,” said Ausmus. 

Signing up for a competition 
can be stressful, but for FC’s 
musicians, Solo and Ensemble 
can be a great way for them to 
prepare for challenges they will 
face as professional musicians.

“I love the performance 
environment, it is very up-
close with the judge and I like 
that interaction. Th e judges are 
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very friendly and give helpful 
feedback,” said Ausmus.  I 
would defi nitely recommend at 
least trying it out for one year 
and if you do not like it, you 
do not have to do it again.” 
All musicians have their own 
reasons for competing and 
performing, but no matter what 
the reason is, many musicians 

perform for the feeling of pride 
and accomplishment after 
months of hard work. 

“I love that moment when 
you play the last note, and you 
just think, I did it,” said Coxon. 
“It may not have been perfect, 
but you just fi nished what you 
have been working towards for 
months.”

SENIORS JOHN BECKER AND JAMES DERLOSHON practice for their trombone 
choir performance at Solo and Ensemble. 


