
Winter Fantasia enchants sold out crowd 

HEAD BAND DIRECTOR HAROLD YANKEY directs the band in playing “The Most Wonderful Time Of Year” in class on 
Wednesday, Dec. 4. The song they are practicing is one that will be featured during Winter Fantasia.
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Th e applause of the audience 
bounces off  the auditorium 
walls as FC’s arts programs hold 
their instruments with pride 
after the fi rst performance of 
Winter Fantasia. 

“[Winter Fantasia] is a 
chance to show our community 
was the music department 
has overall. Th e people that 
come to this are usually only 
familiar with one aspect, but 
in this performance they get a 
sampling of everything that is 
great about what we do,” said 

choir and handbells director 
Angela Hampton.

Th e performing arts 
department has already put 
on two Winter Fantasia 
performances this week on 
Tuesday and Th ursday. Th ere 
will be two more performances 
tomorrow at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. 

Fantasia is held every 
December before FC goes on 
winter break, but for the seniors, 
this will be their last set of 
Winter Fantasia performances. 
After four years, the curtains are 
fi nally starting to close. 

“Th is year, each performance 
I do is just getting closer to my 
last, making them progressively 
more important to me. It is 
scary to think about, but I am 
going to make good memories 
while I can,” said senior Nicole 
Holland. 

Each year, the Winter 
Fantasia show brings hundreds 
of family members, friends, 
and music lovers to the seat of 
FC’s auditorium for the annual 
winter music performance. 
For several years now,  many 
audience members have come 
to listen to the holiday songs 
that the music department 
performs. 

“Fantasia is an amazing 
opportunity to bond with my 
section as well as the other 
students in the school who 
enjoy making music as much 
as I do,” said senior Sarah 
Williams. 

Winter Fantasia is not only 
an opportunity for family and 
friends to bond together, but it 
is also a time for the students to 
bond over the passion that they 
have for music and performing. 
Playing diff erent instruments 
has not created a barrier 
between the students who come 
together to play music that they 
love. 

“Fantasia provides an 
opportunity for choir, orchestra, 
and band members alike to unite 
and convey their love of music. 
Th e stage is fi lled to capacity 

with students who commit 
their time to provide audience 
members with a glimpse of the 
hard work occurring behind the 
scenes to make this performance 
happen. In addition, Fantasia is 
one of the only events wherein all 
three groups perform together, 
and it is amazing to experience 
the beauty that comes from 
this unity,” said senior Maddie 
Hankins. 

Towards the end of the 
performance, all four groups 
come together to perform a 
set of songs to end the night. 
Th ese songs include “Hallelujah 
Chorus,” “Do You Hear What I 
Hear?,” and “White Christmas.” 
Each group plays their part to 
bring a blend of sounds that 
make the show what it is.

“Part of the beauty of Fantasia 
is that each of the departments 
can do some of their own music 
selection, but for the ones that 
we combine on we use the same 
fi nale pieces every year,” said 
Hampton. 

Even though Winter Fantasia 
is an annual performance that 
uses many of the same pieces, 
the performing arts department 
puts in their usual amount of 
eff ort and practice hours to put 
on their winter show. 

“For choir kids, Fantasia 
practices come with lots and 
lots of standing. It takes a lot 
of maneuvering to get three 
large groups of students, many 
of which are carrying large 
instruments, on the stage with 
enough room. Once everyone 
is in place, we run the three 
pieces and stop frequently to fi x 
issues,” said Hankins. 

Each group performs several 
songs on their own until they 
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Orchestra, band, choir, and handbells come together to put on the annual winter holiday celebration performance



come together. With 
so many pieces to 
play, the performers 
have a large musical 
pallet to pick their 
favorite songs from. 

“My favorite 
song has got to be 
‘Hallelujah Chorus.’ 
I’ve played it almost 
every year and I’ve 
gotten signifi cantly 
better, so it’s fun to 
see the progress. It 
uses a lot of notes 
that tubas don’t commonly 
play, so it’s pretty special, fun, 
and exciting,” said senior Luke 
Spine.

Despite many songs 
remaining on the set list each 
year, new memories are created 
for both the audience and the 
performers themselves. Not all 
of these memories are made 
while on the stage. 

“Every year the viola section 
does a Secret Santa gift exchange 
in between in between the 
Saturday shows. We also eat 
between performances and take 
group photos,” said Holland. 

Th e Fantasia showed has 
sold out completely the past 
couple years due to the friends, 
families, and local music lovers 
who bought tickets. Th e money 
from Fantasia goes to help 
support the arts departments 
so they can continue to put on 
performances for the years to 
come. 

“It is an amazing experience 
to be able to make such a great 
show for everyone who showed 
up to support the performing 
arts groups,” said Williams. 

All of the performers have 
their favorite moments of the 
show, even if they are not the 
ones performing at the time. 
While the students are waiting 
for their turn to perform, they 
can become a member of the 

audience and support their 
fellow musicians. 

“While we wait to go 
onstage, choir members usually 
group up and play card games 
or take naps. Waiting in the 
hallway to go onstage when 
your group is performing next 
is stressful because that is the 
time to focus on all the factors 
that will aid in the performance 
running smoothly. However, 
these nerves usually fade away 
once you are on the stage and 
your set begins,” said Hankins. 

For the Fantasia performance, 
some students are involved in 
more than one program. Th is 
makes their Fantasia experience 
much diff erent compared to a 
lot of the other students. 

 “Last year’s Fantasia was 
probably my favorite because 
it was my fi rst year being 
in three advanced choirs, A 
Capella, TrebbleEssence, and 
Accidentals. Th ough there is a lot 
you have to keep in order when 
you are in several groups, it is so 
rewarding to be able to showcase 
the hard work occurring in the 
classroom for an audience fi lled 
with supporters. Th e stress of 
dress changes and memorization 
of order does not compromise 
the joy of performing with your 
friends,” said Hankins. 

Each year, the musicians go 
up to the next performance level. 

Sometimes it is the chair 
they sit in and others it is 
an entirely new program. 
Being able to progress 
through each year gives 
them new experiences for 
every performance. 

“I am looking forward 
to being able to play 
with the upperclassmen, 
the bronze ringers. We 
have been practicing 
everyday very hard and it 
is showing,” said freshman 
Rebecca Moody. 

With a program this 
complex, the student crossover 
is unique compared to the other 
performances held throughout 
the year. 

“Getting all of the kids 
together to collab on something 
is my favorite part,” said 
Hampton.  “We all do 
great things on our own, 
but this is the one thing 
that we all do together 
to make some magical 
musical moments.”

Th e band, 
orchestra, handbells 
and choir groups each 
have their own turns 
to perform on stage 
until they fi nally 
play music as one 
large group. A lot 
of support and 
d e d i c a t i o n 
from all of the 
groups goes 
into making 
the overall 
W i n t e r 
F a n t a s i a 
show.

“Fantasia 
is a time 
w h e r e i n 
all choir, 
orchestra, and 
band department 
members join 
together and express their 

appreciation of the art 
of music. Th is event 
stands as a perfect 
culmination of the 
hard work we put 
in to it throughout 
the semester,” said 
Hankins. “Th ere is 
a reason the tickets 
sell so quickly for 
Fantasia, and it’s 
because there is 
no other event 
that so accurately 
represents the 
best of all of our 
departments.”
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“We all do great things on 
our own, but this is the one 
thing that we all do together 
to make some magical 
musical moments.

“

Angela Hampton
choir director

Winter Fantasia Performance Dates and Times:
Tuesday, Dec. 10 at 7 p.m.Th ursday, Dec. 12 at 7 p.m.Saturday, Dec. 14 

at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.

Ticket Prices:
Adults: 8 dollarsStudents: 5 dollars

ia 

:
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