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On Nov. 19, teachers and 
their supporters traveled to 
Indianapolis to bring attention 
to issues in the education 
system. Educators wore red, 
representing that the protest was 
put into action by supporters of 
the Red for Ed movement.

“Red for Ed stands for Red 
for Education. A national 
movement that encourages 
teachers, families and 
communities to show their 
support for public education 
by wearing the color red.  Th is 
is why the teacher protests 
across the country over the last 
two years have generally been 
marked by masses of marchers 
in red t-shirts,” said Mount 
Tabor fourth grade teacher 
Teshea Barbee.

Reasons for the protest 
include the mass disagreement 
with some of educational 

policies and insuffi  cient funds.
“Well, Indiana is ranked last 

in the nation as far as salary 
growth, meaning that salary, our 
salary, is not keeping up with 
the cost of infl ation. So we’re 
dead last in the nation when 
it comes to that,” said English 
teacher Kristi Charbonneau.

Th e event occurred outside 
the state legislature building, 
meaning Indiana’s lawmakers 
could not ignore protesters.

“For one day only, legislators 
were back in session to organize 
for the upcoming General 
Assembly. Kids, educators and 
public schools need to be the 
top priority.  More than 15,000 
teachers rallied at the statehouse 
in an eff ort to make changes 
to education. Th e Red for Ed 
march and rally started on the 
south lawn of the Statehouse. 
Th e march proceeded around 
the campus before marchers 
moved into the Statehouse in 
the afternoon,” said Barbee. 
“147 out of the 291 districts in 

the state of Indiana were closed.”
Th ose involved in the protest 

hope for the action to bring 
attention to the large problems 
public schools are facing. 

“It was powerful,” said 
Charbonneau. “Th ere were 
about 20,000 teachers and 
supporters there. It was a sea of 
red, and there were people that 
were lined up at the door to 
speak with legislators.”

However, organizers and 
educators believe even more 
action is needed.

“And we’ll continue to do 
more direct engagement. Th ings 
such as sitting down with them 
and talking, getting them to 
go to the legislators with us in 
January,” said president of the 
New Albany-Floyd County 
Teachers Association Joy 
Lohmeyer. “To begin to talk to 
legislators this far ahead of time 
and say ‘You’re going to have 
to make changes’ because in 
the end, if they aren’t willing to 
make changes that are signifi cant 

enough to actually put public 
education back as the priority in 
Indiana, we’re going to have to 
have people in the community 
who are willing to change who’s 
in the legislator.”

Organizers are already 
discussing the plans for future 
events.

“We’re always formulating 
plans. Th ere’s the next state 
board of education meeting 
which is in January,” said Silver 
Creek High School English 
teacher Erin Braune, who is 
heavily involved in the Red for 
Ed and its proceedings. “And 
so we’re trying to get people 
mobilized for that event, get 
people contacting the state 
board representatives, state 
board of education, and their 
local representatives along with 
the governor to get people 
moving there and I’m hoping 
that we can also get quite 
a few teachers within those 
departments to show up that 
day at that meeting to have a 

showing.” 
Th ey also want lawmakers 

to be supportive of public 
education.

“We are working on. It seems 
to most of us like the next logical 
step is to look at our lawmakers 
and how, what their track record 
has said for their stances on 
public education and fi nding 
candidates that have been 
supportive of public education 
and supporting them,” said 
Braune. 

Teachers want to be able to 
do their jobs in peace, but they 
also want lawmakers to pay 
attention to the problems rising 
in the education system.             

“Public education has never 
tried to be political,” said 
Lohmeyer. “Th ose of us here 
don’t particularly enjoy having 
to go and protest. We are 
nurturers. Not protesters. But 
in this case, we can’t let it go 
anymore. For our students’ sake 
and for our profession’s sake, we 
can’t let it go anymore.”

To view a video on Red for Ed, go to fchsbagpiper.wordpress.com.

TEACHERS  watch the march from the garage buildings by the Indianapolis State House. They each hold up a lett er to spell Red for Ed on Nov. 19. 
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